SANDSTONE CITY COUNCIL

REGULAR MEETING

March 7, 2012

CALL TO ORDER

Mayor called the meeting to order at 7:00 p.m.

ROLL CALL

Members present:       Tauer, Kester, Atterbury, Stadin, Bonander 

Members absent:         none

Staff present:               Administrator Griffith, Recording Secretary Hormillosa, Hormillosa, 

CATV

Others present:
Shawn Jansen, Bobbi Magnusen, Jodi Czwakiel, Jason Isaacson, Lois Hanson, Irene Sandell, Tim Franklin, Wayne Oak, Carl Steffen, Bev Steffen

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE

Staff and members recited the Pledge of Allegiance.

ADDITIONS OR CORRECTIONS TO THE AGENDA

Motion Bonander, second Tauer to accept the agenda for March 7, with the deletion of 12D-Approve change order and final payment-Stack Brothers and the addition of 9C-Approve Liquor and Sunday Sale license to Rose Spencer-Sandstone Area Golf Course. Motion carried 5-0. 

SPECIAL ITEMS OF BUSINESS

Kettle Kinship

Shawn Jansen, Kettle Kinship, came before the Council to let the public know about Kettle Kinship and their need for mentors. She noted that they have an after-school program where middle-schoolers mentor elementary-schoolers and that there is also a community program. She added that they are a non-profit organization and that mentors must only make a commitment of 1 hour a week for at least one year. 

Staff reminded the Council of the need to be aware of the Open Meeting Law requirements and to try and anticipate any conflict.

NEW BUSINESS

Wild River Apartments

The City held a workshop the previous evening to discuss its options.  Those options included either selling or refinancing the Wild River Apartments. Interest rates are at an all-time low and the City could save by refinancing now. 

Motion Atterbury, second Stadin that after consideration of the options available the City’s intent is to refinance the Wild River Apartments at this time. Motion carried 5-0.

Motion Kester, second Tauer to recess City Council meeting at 7:12 pm.

Mayor called the City Council back into session at 7:25 pm.

Staff explained that there are new IRS requirements pertaining to staying in compliance with federal regulations on debt.  With the anticipated request for a rating from Standards and Poors the City’s financial advisor has recommended adoption of a Post-Issuance Debt Compliance Policy.  The Policy outlines the City’s requirements to insure it stays in compliance with federal regulations.

Motion Bonander, second Kester to adopt the Post-Issuance Debt Compliance Policy. Motion carried 5-0.

Staff presented the Resolution prepared by the City’s bond counsel to approve issuance by the EDA of its debt; to approve the pledge of the City’s full faith and credit; and approving the execution and delivery of the required documents.

Motion Bonander, second Kester to adopt Resolution 2012-10, which approves the EDA issuance; approves the pledge of the full faith and credit of the City and approving the execution of documents. Resolution carried 5-0. 

PETITIONS OR COMPLAINTS

Gary Frehse gave his monthly report, noting that there had been a total of 117 calls. Of these, 3 were animal related, 1 was an assault/burglary, 2 were frauds, 14 were medical, 6 were thefts, and 10 were suspicious persons. He added that if people want to keep their cars from being stolen, they need to lock the car and remove the keys. 

Bonander noted that there is a Chamber meeting next week. Stadin reported that he had received several complaints about snowmobilers riding where they are not supposed.

APPROVAL OF MEETING MINUTES

Motion Bonander, second Tauer to approve the meeting minutes for February 16. Motion carried 5-0. 

PUBLIC HEARING

There was none.

CONSENT AGENDA

Motion Stadin, second Tauer to accept the consent agenda as follows: 9A-Approve amended payable 2012 Fire Formula, 9B-Approve lease of back-up pumper, 9C-Approve Sunday Liquor License for Rose Spencer-Sandstone Golf Course. Motion carried 5-0. 

FINANCE OFFICER’S REPORT

Motion Bonander, second Kester to approve and pay claims in the amount of $200,652.52. Motion carried 5-0. 

OLD & CONTINUING BUSINESS

Flood Plain Ordinance

FEMA updated the flood plain mapping to include some residential property near Johnson Park. In turn, the City must also update their flood plain maps by April 2012 in order for residents to be able to acquire flood insurance. The City Attorney has prepared an amended ordinance, which brings the City into compliance with new federal and state requirements. 

Motion Kester, second Bonander to adopt Ordinance 2012-05, which amends the existing flood plain ordinance. Motion carried 5-0. 

Summary Publication

The Council was also presented with an ordinance that would allow for the summary publication of the new flood plain ordinance. 

Motion Bonander, second Stadin to adopt Ordinance 2012-06, which calls for the Summary Publication of the amended flood plain ordinance. Motion carried 5-0. 

NEW BUSINESS (cont.)

Elevator Maintenance

The City has contracted with ThyssenKrupp Elevator since 1993 for elevator maintenance and repair services at City Hall. Staff obtained quotes for a new three-year contract from two firms: ThyssenKrupp and Minnesota Elevator. ThyssenKrupp has always provided excellent services, but the proposal from Minnesota Elevator is less costly.

Motion Stadin, second Kester to award the new contract for City Hall’s elevator maintenance to Minnesota Elevator. Motion carried 5-0. 

MNDOT & DEED grant

Late last year the City applied to DEED  & MNDOT for funds to help pay for costs of improvements to state highways to allow for economic development. The City applied for funds to create turn lanes on Lundorff Drive, the Free Church Property and the Hospital loop road. The state has additional funds available this year and it would beneficial for the City to reapply for funds for the improvements needed to create improved access to the business park off Highways 123 and 23. 

Motion Bonander, second Stadin to authorize the Administrator to work with SEH for necessary drawings and cost estimates and with Northspan to prepare the DEED & MNDOT grant application if it seems fundable. Motion carried 5-0. 
Hospital Support Letter

Motion Stadin, second Kester to approve Resolution 2012-09, which shows support for local control of the hospital located in Sandstone-striking the paragraph stating, “Whereas it is the opinion of the NPAHD that this action means that Essentia intends to close the facility.” Motion carried 5-0.

Motion Kester, second Tauer to recess the meeting at 7:12 p.m. Motion carried 5-0. 

The meeting was reopened at 7:25. 

REPORTS

Motion Bonander, second Tauer to accept the reports as follows:  Summary of paid claims and GPS 45::93 report. Motion carried 5-0. 

WRITTEN NOTICES AND COMMUNICATIONS

There was a letter from Rose Spencer requesting that the closing date of the purchase of the Golf Course be extended until April 2nd. 

ADMINISTRATOR’S REPORT

On March 21 SEH will be presenting the Capital Improvements Plan costs. April 24 is the Board of Review. April 4, MNDOT will hold an informational meeting on the construction work on the next portion of I35. Also, changes were made to the voting districts and the City is now part of Senate District 11 and House District 11B. The following workshops and trainings are coming up: LMC Legislative Day on March 22, NHA Heritage Workshop on March 24, and St. Croix Water Quality workshop on April 24. 

ADJOURN

Motion Kester, second Tauer to adjourn at 7:51 p.m. Motion carried 5-0.
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Sam Griffith, Clerk

