SANDSTONE CITY COUNCIL

REGULAR MEETING

January 4, 2012

CALL TO ORDER

Mayor called the meeting to order at 7:00 p.m.

ROLL CALL

Members present:        Tauer, Kester, Atterbury, Stadin, Bonander 

Members absent:         none

Staff present:               Administrator Griffith, Recording Secretary Hormillosa, Johnson, CATV

Others present
Gary Frehse, Tim Franklin

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE

Staff and members recited the Pledge of Allegiance.

ADDITIONS OR CORRECTIONS TO THE AGENDA

Motion Bonander, second Stadin to approve the agenda for January 4. Motion carried 5-0. 

PETITIONS OR COMPLAINTS

Bonander noted that there had been a lot of ice climbers at Robinson Park recently. He added that a professional climber would be bringing in a group of 10 climbers from out of state and that there were also some climbers from Arkansas coming. He informed the Council that there will a Chamber meeting on January 11 at noon at Jan and Gary’s. 

Deputy Gary Frehse gave his monthly report. For the month of December there were a total of 93 calls. Of these, there were 6 alarms, 1 animal related, 1 assault, 1 attempted pickup, 6 burglaries, 2 civil matters, 3 crank calls, 3 disturbances, 1 drug related, 2 harassments, 3 suspicious persons or vehicles, 19 traffic stops, 6 medical, 2 thefts and 2 public assists. He added that next Tuesday is the Neighborhood Watch meeting and that he planned to be there.

APPROVAL OF MEETING MINUTES

Motion Kester, second Tauer to approve the meeting minutes for December 21, 2011. Motion carried 5-0. 

PUBLIC HEARING

There was none.

CONSENT AGENDA

Motion Stadin, second Kester to accept the consent agenda as follows: 9A-Designate Official Depositories by Approving Resolution 2012-01, 9B-Designate official Newspaper, 9C-Designate Council meetings for 2012, 9D-Designate City pound, 9E-Designate a certified building official to administer building code, 9F-Approve Administrator vacation schedule. Motion carried 5-0. 

FINANCE OFFICER’S REPORT

Motion Bonander, second Tauer to approve and pay claims in the amount of $235,364. Motion carried 5-0. 

OLD & CONTINUING BUSINESS

Funding the Hospital District

The North Pine Area Hospital District took action to notify Essentia that they will not be renewing the existing operating lease when it expires in August of 2012. The Council determined that funds would be made available to the Hospital District for the transition costs, under direction from the City Attorney. The City Attorney developed a Memorandum of Understanding that outlines the funds, the costs to be included and the process for disbursement among other things. Staff noted that the Hospital District owns the hospital and any funds the City makes available to the Hospital District would be used only for the transition costs of separating from Essentia. 

Motion Bonander, second Kester to direct the Mayor and Administrator to sign the Memorandum of Understanding upon signature from the North Pine Area Hospital District and to direct the City Attorney to draft the Loan Agreement and related documents. Motion carried 5-0. 

NEW BUSINESS

Corporate Authorization

There are certain individuals whose signatures are on the City’s bank accounts. Currently on the list are Sam Griffith, Lois Newey, Alana Tyson, Randy Atterbury and Leonard Bonander. 

By consensus the Council agreed that no change needs to be made.

Economic Development Authority members

The City Council must appoint members to the EDA. The EDA has five seats, and in previous years the Council members have served as the EDA members and are authorized to do so by resolution. 

Motion Stadin, second Tauer to appoint Randy Atterbury, Leonard Bonander, Phil Kester, Rene Stadin and Cathy Tauer as Sandstone EDA commissioners..  Motion carried 5-0.

Staff Committees

The Council must appoint members to Staff Committees for 2012. In 2011, Atterbury and Bonander sat on the Finance Committee, Atterbury and Kester sat on the Personnel Committee, Stadin and Tauer sat on the Intergovernmental Relations Committee, Atterbury and Stadin sat on the Development Committee, Atterbury and Tauer sat on the Fee Dispute Committee, Kester and Bonander sat on the Passenger Rail Committee and Kester and Stadin sat on the Fire and Rescue Committee. All committee positions, other than the Development, Fee Dispute and Passenger Rail Committees, qualify for pay at the rate of $25 per meeting. 

Motion Stadin, second Bonander to appoint members to the following committees: Finance-Atterbury and Bonander, Personnel-Atterbury and Kester, Intergovernmental Relations-Stadin and Tauer, Development-Atterbury and Stadin, Fee Dispute Resolution-Atterbury and Tauer, Passenger Rail-Kester and Bonander, and Fire & Rescue-Kester and Stadin. Motion carried 5-0. 

Advisory Commissions

The City’s advisory bodies each have an ex-officio position that is filled by a Council member. The purpose of the position is to provide communication between the elected officials and the appointed advisory commissions. These positions are not paid for attendance at meetings. The following were held in 2011: Planning Commission-Bonander, Park and Recreation-Stadin, Golf Advisory-Atterbury and Bonander, Library Board-Atterbury. 

Motion Bonander, second Stadin to appoint Bonander to the Planning Commission, Stadin to the Park and Recreation Commission and Atterbury to the Library Board. Motion carried 5-0. 

Deputy Mayor

The Council must elect a Deputy Mayor to serve in the capacity of Mayor for 2012 should the Mayor be absent. In the past, the senior-most Council member has served in this position. Stadin served as Deputy Mayor in 2011. 

Motion Atterbury, second Bonander to appoint Council member Stadin as Deputy Mayor for 2012. Motion carried 5-0. 

2012 Fee Schedule

The Administrator had reviewed the existing fee schedule and made some recommendations for increases. The Council reviewed the changes.

Motion Atterbury, second Kester to adopt Resolution 2012-03 to adopt a Fee Schedule for 2012. Motion carried 5-0. 

Plowing policy

The City received a complaint from a citizen who didn’t feel the City was plowing enough. The current policy states that the City doesn’t plow until 3 inches have accumulated. The caller also was of the opinion that salt and sand are ineffective if the City does not plow. Staff asked the Council to review the plowing policy and discuss any possible changes. 

Consensus was to keep the current plowing policy.

REPORTS

Motion Bonander, second Kester to accept the reports as follows:  Summary of paid claims and PeopleService operations-December 19. Motion carried 5-0. 

WRITTEN NOTICES AND COMMUNICATIONS

There were none.

ADMINISTRATOR’S REPORT

The Administrator gave the following reminders: Paul Christenson from PeopleService will be at the January 18 Council meeting, Robin Cole, Pine County Sheriff, will be at the February 1 Council meeting, there will be a Public Hearing on Old Military and Division assessments at the February 15 meeting, Mark Ruff will be at the February 15 meeting, Fire Formula will be in February, and SEH will be presenting the Capital Improvements Plan costs on the March 7 meeting. He added that there will be a Legislative Forum on January 9 in Mora. 

Motion Bonander, second Tauer to recess the meeting at 7:38. Motion carried.

The meeting re-adjourned at 7:43. 

ADJOURN

Motion, second to adjourn at p.m. Motion carried 5-0.
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Randy Atterbury, Mayor
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Sam Griffith, Clerk

