City of Sandstone

Thriving Community Program

Steering Committee
Minutes

Tuesday, June 26, 2013 – Jan & Gary’s
Present:  Dorothy Dybvig, Irene Sandell, Wayne Oak, Tyler Zemke,

               Sam Griffith, Dan Frank
Sam reported on the Economic Growth Task Force.

The Buy Local program is completing its first quarter.  There has been light participation but the information we have learned will be helpful in the future.  The Task Force is very aware that this is an educational program and is taking a long term approach to increasing awareness. Everything is ready to launch the second quarter.

One item we learned is not everyone knows where the participating business is located.  We are looking at redeveloping the old stylized map that the Chamber used to print.  There is no digital map and Leaha will find an appropriate map we can use so that updates will be easier to do.  We would like to highlight that quarter’s businesses.  Others will help develop; and design the map. 
The Task Force will be contracting with U of M Extension to do a Market Profile.  The first meeting is scheduled in mid-July.
Dorothy reported on the Children, Youth & Future Workforce Task Force.  

The second photo contest only got two participants and no Sandstone Dollars have been redeemed.  The Task Force will be dropping this effort for now.
They looked at the workshop list and have started looking at healthcare.  They are discussing offering CPR and First Aid classes.  Essentia Sandstone would be willing to help them with this.

They also discussed how they could make high schoolers aware of the job opportunities in healthcare.   Perhaps bringing Essentia into the school to make presentations and getting the Central MN Jobs & Training to provide a workshop or information.
There was a suggestion and a brief discussion about developing a community wellness program in conjunction with the new hospital and new programming that will be offered. 
Wayne reported on the Quality of Life Task Force.

The Task Force is ready to proceed with the Paint-a-Thon in July.  The Valspar paint has been picked up and a painting contractor has agreed to help with the minor repairs needed and will donated the use of scaffolding for the event.  The hope is that this event will lead to many more houses getting painted.

Clean-up Day was a success with an entire donated dumpster filled with appliances and a number of boxes of electronics filled at PHASE.  The Lions picked up brush and leaves on that day as well.  Total amount of in-kind is being calculated.
Task Force has reviewed a Rental Housing Licensing ordinance and then held a workshop with the City Council on that ordinance on June 19.  There was a discussion with the Council about a number of the issues involved with implementing an ordinance like this.  The Council was receptive and will be looking at how it can staff and finance such an activity.
They are also making plans for several Neighborhood Night Out activities.  There was a discussion about using some grant funds to build barricades and develop garbage cans for activities like this.  The City has a number of picnic tables and benches available. 
Next meeting date to be determined at 7 am at Amy’s
Minutes by Sam Griffith
