City of Sandstone

Thriving Community Program

Steering Committee
Minutes

Tuesday, January 29, 2013 – Jan & Gary’s
Present:  Dorothy Dybvig, Irene Sandell, Wayne Oak, Tyler Zemke,

               Sam Griffith, Bob Bunger, Dan Frank
Dan Frank handed out the results of the survey of perceptions that had 82 responses of which 19 were business owners.  This survey will be repeated in a year to see if any of the perceptions have changed.
This participation level got the City an additional $ 750 grant which has fewer strings than the Thriving Community grant.  The approval and reporting process is easier and the Committee will need to discuss how it wants to use the funds at a later meeting.
Irene and Wayne reported on the Quality of Life Task Force.

They are proceeding with developing a paint-a-thon program.  There is a quick deadline for the Valspar Grant which is causing concern.  There has been one news release with a second to come out this week.  They are developing an application and review process for the program.  They have contacted Oasis in Little Falls on how they operate their program.

Dan Frank provided some additional information about the grant application and process and will help them with their Oasis contact.

They are continuing their review and study of City ordinances on maintenance, litter, etc.  The project to undertake some neighborhood get-togethers will begin later in the spring.

Sam reported on the Economic Growth Task Force.

The Task Force has sponsored several webinars on a company that develops a micro-website for each business in town to establish an on-line presence.  Chamber members did participated.  Sam went to the Chamber Board and asked for support and the membership approved financial supporting the website and taking over its management in a year. Tyler was unsure if the Chamber understood what it had done and there was a discussion about possible misunderstandings about what the micro websites would or would not do.  
The Task Force is also proposing a Visit Sandstone web portal site which will highlight community events and allow the visitor access to information on services and businesses.

They are also discussing a BuyLocal program which is being developed.   
There was an extended discussion about how to get businesses together and whether or not the City government website should provide those services and what kind of activities the City and the Chamber should pay for and support. 

  .
Dorothy reported on the activities of the Children, Youth & Future Workforce Task Force.  
They are looking at also developing an on-line presence to provide youth with information about opportunities and activities to and for youth.  There are opportunities to coordinate and cooperate with a community events website.

Dan Frank showed members the Columbia Heights events webpage.
Dorothy reported on the receipt of the Early Childhood grant and that an info fair will be held in the fall.

The other Task Force project is to engage youth in photography by sponsoring contests and also taking seasonal photos for use on the various websites.

The City website is now used to post minutes and meeting notices.  Please get this information to the City as soon as your Task Force can so we can keep the public up to date.  Please refer interested people to the site.

A future agenda item needs to be organizing and holding a public meeting to report back to residents and businesses about out activities.  

To keep the public informed, short news articles need to be prepared and submitted. 

If there are any needs for money from each Task Force budget, an email should be sent to Sam who will then have the Steering Committee review and approve via email.

Next meeting will be Tuesday, February 26 at 7 am at Amy’s.

Minutes by Sam Griffith

