Sandstone City Code 	905.01


Section 905 - Fire prevention


905.01.  Adoption by reference.  Subdivision 1.  Minnesota uniform fire code adopted.  The Minnesota uniform fire code, as promulgated by the Minnesota department of public safety, fire marshal division, is adopted and made a part of this code as if fully set forth herein, except for those provisions as modified, deleted, or amended by this section.

905.03.  Bureau of fire prevention.  Subdivision 1.  Established.  The uniform fire code is enforced by the bureau of fire prevention in the fire department which is operated under the supervision of the fire chief.

	Subd. 2.  Inspectors.  The fire chief may detail members of the fire department as inspectors as may be necessary.  

	Subd. 3.  Report.  A report of the bureau of fire prevention must be made annually at the end of each year and transmitted through the fire chief of the fire department to the city administrator.  The report must contain all proceedings under this code, with such statistics as the fire chief may wish to include therein.  The chief must also recommend necessary amendments to the code.

905.05.  Definitions.  The term "municipality" as used in the uniform fire code means the city of Sandstone.  The term "corporation counsel" as used in the uniform fire code, means the city attorney.

905.07.  Storage of flammable liquids, liquefied petroleum and explosives. Subdivision 1.  Flammable or combustible liquids in outside above ground tanks. The storage of flammable or combustible liquids in outside above ground tanks is permitted within I-1 and I-2 zoning districts only.

	Subd. 2.  Storage of liquefied petroleum gases.  The storage of liquefied petroleum gases is permitted in I-1 and I-2 zoning districts only.

	Subd. 3.  Storage of explosives and blasting agents.  The storage of explosives and blasting agents is permitted in I-1 and I-2 zoning districts only.

905.09.  Special use permits.  Storage of flammable liquids in outside above-ground tanks, the establishment of a bulk plant for flammable liquids, the bulk storage of liquefied petroleum gases, and the storage of explosives and blasting agents is not permitted within the corporate limits of the city, except in an I-1 and I-2 zoning district, after approval of the fire chief, marshal, building inspector, and the planning commission and with a special use permit granted by the council.

905.11.  Appeals.  Subdivision 1.  Subject of appeal.  An appeal of the following actions may be made by any party aggrieved to the city  in writing within 14 days of the aggrieved party being notified of the actions:

	a)	Issuance of fire prevention orders.
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	b)	Refusal of fire chief to extend the time limits for compliance with a fire prevention order issued by the fire department.

	c)	Refusal of the fire chief to issue permits authorized in this code.

	d)	Revocation of a permit pursuant to this code.

	e)	Aggrieved party claiming that the provisions of the uniform fire code do not apply or that the true intent and meaning of the code has been misconstrued or wrongly interpreted.

	Subd. 2.  Review by council.  The aggrieved party may further appeal any decision to the city council by notifying the city  of such further appeal, in writing, within 14 days of being notified of the city 's findings.

905.13.  Permit fees; enforcement.  There is no charge for the issuance of a burning permit.  The fee for all other permits issued under this section is set by appendix II.  Permits expire on December 31 of each calendar year.  No permit may be issued or renewed for any premises that are in violation of the provisions or requirements of this section.  No penalty will be imposed under this section until after an up-to-date inspection of the premises has been made by the fire chief and the owner or occupant of the premises has been notified in writing of the deficiencies found in the inspection and 30 days has been allowed the owner or occupant to correct the deficiencies after notification thereof.

905.15.  Fire lanes.  It is unlawful to park or leave any motor vehicle in an established fire lane.  An owner or operator of a motor vehicle may not leave or park the vehicle in a fire lane.

905.17.  Conduct at the scene of an emergency.  Subdivision 1.  Traffic.  It is unlawful to drive a vehicle over a fire hose except at the direction or command of a police officer or member of the fire department.  Upon the approach of any fire department vehicle giving signal by bell, siren, horn, or flashing lights, the driver of every other non-emergency vehicle must immediately drive the same to a position as near as possible and parallel to the right-hand edge or curb of the street, clear of any intersection, and must stop and remain in such position unless otherwise directed by a police officer or member of the fire department, and until the fire department vehicles have passed.  It is unlawful for the driver of a non-emergency vehicle to follow closer than 500 feet of any fire apparatus traveling in response to a fire alarm.  It is unlawful to drive into or park such vehicle within the block in which such fire apparatus is stopped in answer to a fire alarm, unless permitted to do so by a police officer or member of the fire department.

	Subd. 2.  Spectators at fire.  The officer of the fire department in command at the scene of a fire or other emergency may establish a zone of danger, within which no person except members of the fire department or police department may enter, unless directed or permitted to do so by the member in command.  No person may enter upon the premises that is the scene of a fire or alarm of fire, or other emergency, unless and until directed or permitted to do so by the member of the fire department in command of the fire.
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	Subd. 3.  Utilizing citizens to assist fire department.  The officer of the fire department in command at the scene of a fire or other emergency may utilize any citizen in assisting in protecting life and property when an emergency dictates the necessity of such assistance.

905.19.  Removal of property endangered by fire.  The officer of the fire department in command at any fire or other emergency, may remove property, whenever it becomes necessary for the preservation of the property from fire, or to prevent the spreading of fire, or to protect adjoining property, and to that end may enter or order any member of the fire department to enter premises involved in danger or endangering other property.

905.21.  Demolition of buildings.  The officer of the fire department in command at the scene of any fire or other emergency may order the demolition of any building or structure during a fire or other extreme emergency to prevent a conflagration, provided, however, that no building or structure may be blown up or otherwise destroyed for the purpose of checking the progress of any fire, except in case of necessity, and then only upon order of the officer of the department in command at the scene of the fire.

905.23.  Police aid at emergency scene.  It is hereby made the special duty of peace officers on duty at the time, to respond to all fire alarms and assist the fire department in the protection of life and property of the citizens, and the property of the fire department, and in controlling and regulating traffic and maintaining order.

905.25.  Inspection and cleaning of commercial cooking ventilation systems. Subdivision 1.  Periodic servicing.   Commercial cooking ventilation systems, hoods, filters, grease removal devices, and ducts must be periodically cleaned prior to surfaces becoming heavily contaminated with combustible grease deposits.  Commercial cooking ventilation systems, hoods, and ducts must be cleaned at least annually.  Cleaning may be required more often depending on grease build-up.  Annual cleaning may be waived after inspection and approval by the fire chief.

	Subd. 2.  Permits.  A person cleaning a commercial cooking ventilation system or its components as referred to in subdivision 1 for the removal of combustible grease, must first obtain a permit from the fire department.  Permits must be obtained a minimum of three days prior to starting work.  Upon completion of cleaning, the fire department must be notified for inspection and approval of work.  The permit fee is fixed in appendix II.

905.27.  Locked key boxes.  Subdivision 1.  Definition.  For purposes of this subsection the terms defined in this subsection have the meanings given to them.  (Amended Ord. 2007-11)

	Subd. 2.  Apartment building. A multi-unit structure containing three or more apartments as defined in section 515.  (Amended, Ord. 2007-11)

	Subd. 3.  Commercial building.  A structure used for commercial purposes that has a dial out fire alarm system.  (Added, Ord. 2007-11)

	Subd. 4.  Multi-family building.  A multi-unit structure that contains condominiums, townhouses, duplexes, triplexes or quadplexes that have a common enclosed entrance to the units.  (Added, Ord. 2007-11)
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	Subd. 5.  Ground rule.  An apartment building, commercial building or multi-family building that does not have outside access doors for each unit must have installed a locked key box in an accessible location on the exterior of the building or inside an unlocked entryway.  The locked key box must (i) be of a type approved by the fire chief, (ii) contain a key to each unit in the building, and (iii) be uniformly keyed for prompt access by fire fighting personnel.  (Amended, Ord. 2007-11)

	Subd. 6.  Exceptions.  Notwithstanding the foregoing, a locked key box shall not be required for commercial buildings that are occupied 24 hours a day, seven days a week and have an assigned key holder that has access to all areas of the building.  A locked key box shall also not be required for commercial buildings that contain businesses, firms or other entities that are legally required to maintain customer, client, trade or patient confidentiality or that can show that there is some other substantial security risk that would be caused by having a locked key box.  (Added, Ord. 2007-11)

	Subd. 7.  Exemptions.  Any commercial property owner not otherwise exempt from the provisions of this section, may opt out of the locked key box program if such owner furnishes the fire chief with a letter of understanding stating that:  1) the fire department is not authorized to obtain access to the premises during an emergency by way of a locked key box, and the owner is aware that damage to the premises resulting from a forced emergency entry may occur; 2) the city will not be responsible for providing security for the premises in the event a forced entry occurs and the owner does not respond within one hour of being notified of the entry; and 3) in the event it is a false alarm, the owner agrees to pay the applicable false alarm charges to the city.  Additionally, the owner must execute and deliver to the fire chief an agreement, in form and substance required by the city attorney, indemnifying and holding the city harmless from any claim resulting from a forced entry or as a result of the city’s delayed access to the premises.  (Added, Ord. 2007-11)

905.29.  Fire alarm systems.  A property owner that installs a dial out fire alarm system in any building on their property shall notify the city of the system upon completion of the installation.  (Added, Ord. 2007-11)
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