Request for Designation as a Regional Park or Trail in

Greater Minnesota Application
Greater Minnesota Regional Parks and Trails Commission (Commission)

Overview:

This application process gives all cities, townships, and counties in Greater Minnesota equal opportunity
to request a that a park or trail be formally designated as being regionally significant in Greater
Minnesota. In submitting the application, it is presumed that all applicants are familiar with the pertinent
provisions of the following documents:

e District Planning Committee Operating Guidelines (legacy.leg.mn/gmrptc)

e Greater Minnesota Regional Parks and Trails Strategic Plan (legacy.leg.mn/gmrptc)

Irrespective of the initiator, all applicants must follow the same application process, and all projects are
evaluated using a consistent set of criteria that the Commission has established for each park or trail
classification. Cities, townships and counties may join together in submitting projects for consideration,
as is detailed in this application. Note that the application must come from the city, township or county
(or combination thereof) that will be responsible for ownership, operation, maintenance, and
programming of the facility.

Commission representatives are available to discuss your project or provide assistance in preparing your
application. For assistance, please email to: gmrptcommission@gmail.com

Completed applications should be submitted electronically to: gmrptcommission@gmail.com. Subject
line should include: Request for Designation as a Regional Park or Trail in Greater Minnesota. Submittals
should be in both Word and PDF format.

Steps in the Evaluation and Designation Process:

The District Planning Committee Operating Guidelines provides a complete overview of the steps in the
evaluation process, which takes a project from initial screening through formal listing and ranking.
Associated timelines and what is required from proposers for the Commission to complete each of these
steps is as follows.

Step 1: Initial Screening/Baseline Evaluation for Regional Significance

Purpose: To determine if a given park or trail meets the basic requirements for being designated as
regionally significant.

Required Submittals:
e Completion of this application;
e Note: Proposers that have an adopted unit master plan and meet all other requirements (including
initiator’s commitment to fulfill obligations/role as the implementing agency) can go to step 2 and
seek formal review

Submittal Deadlines:


mailto:gmrptcommission@gmail.com

e June 30 each year

Step 2: Detailed Evaluation/Formal Recognition as Regional Park/Trail

Purpose: To formally evaluate a given park or trail that received at least a high or medium ranking under
Step 1. In addition to this application form, proposers must include an approved/adopted unit master
plan and a statement as to the initiator's commitment to fulfill obligations/role as the implementing
agency(s). After evaluation, projects of merit will be formally included in the district master plan.

Required Submittals:
e Updated application (that includes responses from the Commission’s initial review of the
proposal)
e Fully completed and adopted unit master plan (meeting all of the requirements as defined in Section
4, page 57 of the Strategic Plan
e Fully executed resolution using the Commission’s Resolution Form that officially obligates the local
unit(s) of government to any commitments made in support of the project

Submittal Deadlines:
e June 30 each year

Step 3: Formal Listing in Funding Program

Purpose: Under this step, the Commission works with the proposers with the highest ranked projects to
include their initiatives in a formal Greater Minnesota Regional Parks and Trails Funding Program.
Initiators of approved park and trail projects that are ranked high are required to work with the
Commission to define options on project funding, phasing, etc.

Required Submittals:
e Any additional materials and formalized agreements requested by the Commission to

complement those provided by the local unit(s) of government under step 2, above

Submittal Deadlines:
e December 31 each year

Application Requirements:

The application includes the five sections. Applications deemed incomplete by the Commission will be
returned. Resubmittal of applications must conform to established submittal and review timelines.



Application Summary Information

Park or Trail Name:

Robinson Park

Lead Applicant Contact Information (must be a city, township, or county in Greater Minnesota):

Lead Applicant Name: Sam Griffith

Lead contact person: Sam Griffith

Title: City Administrator

Mailing address: City of Sandstone
P.O. Box 641

119 Fourth Street
Sandstone, MN 55072

Phone: 320-245-5241

Email: samg@sandstonemn.com

Joint Applicants (listing of project partners, all must be a city, township, or county in Greater
Minnesota):

Joint Applicant #1 Name: This is not for a specific project at this time but for designation as a
Special Feature/Natural Resource Regional Park Designation.
Attachment 1 includes letters from partners that have participated in a
November project application. It is anticipated that the same
participants would support additional projects on a case by case basis.

Joint Applicant #2 Name:

Joint Applicant #3 Name:

Joint Applicant #3 Name:

Is this a Step 1 or Step 2 Application?

XX Step 1 Application — seeking initial screening/baseline evaluation for regional significance
?Step 2 Application — seeking detailed evaluation/formal recognition as regional park/trail

Project Narrative:

Provide a brief overview of the project — including a general description, proposed acres of land or length
of trail, type of facilities to be provided, and statement of regional significance. Also include any cost
estimates available for acquisition, development, operations, maintenance, and programming. Step 2
applicants must include an adopted unit master plan as part of the project narrative.

This is not a request for project this is a request for a regional park designation. However, existing
information may be sufficiently detailed at this time for a Step 2 Application.

Description of the park:
Robinson Park is, a 65 acre long and narrow park nestled between the Kettle River and the old

sandstone quarry bluffs. It is connected to Banning State Park both at the southern end and at
the northern by a primitive trail the runs the 3500+foot length of the park.
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Within the Park are elements of The Kettle River Sandstone Company Historic District which is
listed on the National Register of Historic Places #91000877. See attachment 2.

In addition to the historic district this park contains a number of different plant communities:
floodplain, northern hardwood forest, fern/moss community, rock plant community, open grass
area, wetland, shallow marsh and moss lichen community. See attached Robinson Park
Master Plan Sandstone Minnesota, Attachment 3 for a complete description and map of those
features.

The park provides an accessible recreation and education experience for a variety of users in a
primitive setting natural setting with minimal development. Its compact nature makes most of
the features easily visible to users of all ages make it a great place for children and older people
who feel safer in this more confined environment.

It provides some unique recreation opportunities drawing people from outside the region with
both the shear bluff walls that provide unique opportunities for ice climbing in the winter, wall
climbing and bouldering in the summer and white water rapids in the spring. It also provides
scenic and easy access to a variety of mini environments in the summer. This is a park ideally
suited to introduce children the variety in nature and keep older people connected to nature in
an easily accessed environment. It is also used to introduce bouldering to students.

It also provides a critical link connecting the north and the south halves of Banning State Park
on the west side of the Kettle River a state designated water trail. Through Robinson Park the
Kettle River is designated a wild river.

See. http://www.dnr.state.mn.us/waters/watermgmt_section/wild_scenic/wsrivers/kettle.html

General Location Information:




Describe the location of the property or trail corridor (city/township/county). Include a location map in
PDF form as an attachment.

The park is located in the City of Sandstone, Pine County Minnesota. Attachment 4 shows the general
location of the park and its adjacency to the Kettle River and Banning State Park.

Step 2: Determine park or trail classification, and complete the associated

section describing alignment with first tier evaluation criteria

Section 3 of the Greater Minnesota Regional Parks and Trails Strategic Plan (legacy.leg.mn/gmrptc)
provides a complete description of the classifications and evaluation criteria that are used to assess the
regional significance of proposed parks, trails, and recreational facilities. In filling out this application, the

Commission presumes that applicants are familiar with these provisions and have filled out this application

accordingly.

An overview of the three available regional classifications is as follows:
Regional Trail Classification (Non-Motorized) — focus is on providing a high quality recreational
trail experience that is readily accessible from an already populated or rapidly growing regional
center or tourist destination. Trail must serve a regional population. Priority will be given to
“destination trails,” which are typically located within a greenway, open space, park, parkway, or
designated trail corridor separated from vehicular traffic. In addition, trails that enhance
connectivity/continuity within and between regional centers and regional or state-level parks and
trails will be of higher priority. Local trail connections to the regional trail will also be emphasized to
expand its value to local communities.

Natural Resource-Based Regional Park Classification — emphasis is providing high quality outdoor
recreational opportunities in a natural and scenic setting. Preserving a unique natural resource not

otherwise available in the region is also an important consideration. Recreational features must be in
keeping with the natural setting and includes, but not limited to, those as listed in the Strategic Plan.

The land area must be large enough to accommodate the proposed facilities/amenities without
diminishing the natural character and sense of place of the park setting. Typically, this means a land
area of 100 acres is needed. Optimally, parks should be over 200 acres to provide enough space for
facilities.

Although providing a common set of offerings remains important, introducing new, unique, or
innovative facilities/amenities is also emphasized to explore new ways to expand participation in
outdoor recreation.



Special Recreational Feature Regional Park Classification - relates to new, unique, or innovative
“special feature” outdoor recreational facilities of regional significance. A natural and scenic
setting remains important to qualifying as a regional park, but serving a regional recreational
need is more of a factor in determining merit. In general, the recreational features defined
under Natural Resource-Based Regional Park classification remain valid. However, this
classification purposefully offers more flexibility to explore unique ideas and find new ways to
expand participation in outdoor recreation.

As part of the evaluation process, applicant must select one of the above classifications that best fits your
project, and then complete the forthcoming sections pertaining to first and second tier evaluation criteria
for that classification.

First tier criteria are unique to the selected classification and focus on establishing the overall

merit of a project relative to key criteria and value indicators. A weighted scoring approach will be
used by the Commission to determine overall scores and, ultimately, ranking of projects. Contact the
Commission if you have any questions regarding which category your project fits into.

Special Recreational Feature Regional Park Classification - First Tier Criteria
Complete this section only if your project falls into this classification. Select only one classification!

The following lists and describes first tier criteria for this classification. In the accompanying box, describe
how your project aligns with the criteria.

Criteria #1: Provides a Special High-Quality Outdoor Recreation Experience — places a priority on
providing facilities/amenities that are relevant to existing/common user groups and also serve to
broaden the appeal of outdoor recreation to new or expanded populations. Park serves as a destination
unto itself, attracting regional users and (potentially) drawing tourists from outside the regional area.
Premium is placed on quality of experience to encourage visitors to return time and again. Although
facilities/amenities must be of regional significance, this classification purposefully emphasizes
innovation and new ways of engaging residents and tourists to participate in outdoor activities.

Robinson Park provides some of the more unique recreational components in the State of Minnesota
and is home to three festivals that either headquarter at the park or use Robinson Park as a critical part
of the festivities.

Rock climbing: Robinson has long been a destination for climbers, and climbing classes. The
Minnesota Climbers Association has taken a stewardship role in maintaining the park. They describe
the park this way on their website:

“It was mostly known(sic) for its Ice and Mixed climbing, but there were also a handful of top-
rope and lead rock routes.” It is also described as : “There are now a few dozen bolted sport
routes in Sandstone that include the classics of Nexus and Sigma. A management plan and
route application were put in place.” Source: http://www.mnclimbers.org/access/

A Save Sandstone event was held in 2013 and the success of this event is described like this on their
face book web site. “The Minnesota climbing community rallied during 2013 and raised over
$30,000 to contribute to saving the private bouldering land in Sandstone, MN. Parks & Trails
Council of Minnesota purchased the land and is holding it to eventually sell to DNR, who will
incorporate it into Banning State Park. The Saved Sandstone Festival will be a party to celebrate
that accomplishment!” Source: https://www.facebook.com/events/539216802842938/ There is
another event planned for this September. Because of the success of climbing in Robinson Park the

6


https://www.facebook.com/events/539216802842938/
https://www.facebook.com/parksandtrails
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Banning State Park Plan was amended in July of 2014 to allow climbing and bouldering in the state
park. Source: http://www.mnclimbers.org/tag/banning-state-park/

Ice climbing: Another side of rock climbing is ice climbing and for the last ten years the Park has been
the site of the Sandstone Ice Fest. In addition to climbing and clinics it also includes the great chili cook
off and plenty of winter camping. Information about the festival can be found here:
http://www.sandstoneicefest.com/

The number of routes for ice climbing and rock climbing are identified here on the mountain climbing
web site: http://www.mountainproject.com/v/robinson-park/105812719

White Water Canoeing and Rafting: While the Kettle River is a very placid canoe/kayak route most of
the year however in the spring it turns into one of the four white water rapids in the state. Source:
Minnesota DNR http://www.dnr.state.mn.us/watertrails/trips.html Every year the park river permitting
hosts the Kettle River Paddle Fest: http://www.kettleriverpaddlefest.com/index.htm featuring a number
of activities.

There is also the interpretation of the historic site that includes both active volunteer led and passive
interpretation on self guided tours.

A map shown in attachment 5 shows the summer and winter origins of visitors to the park.

Criteria #2: Provides a Natural and Scenic Setting Offering a Compelling Sense of Place - although
at a smaller scale than Natural-Resource-Based Regional Parks, priority is still placed on providing a
natural and scenic setting offering a compelling sense of place and uniqueness. Access to water (lakes,
rivers, and streams) and/or historically/culturally-significant features is also emphasized. Lands must be
suitable for and large enough to accommodate desired recreational uses without undue impacts to the
land resource.

At 65 acres in size Robinson Park would appear small. However the park’s footprint and topography
creates many separate areas nature exploration. There are a sufficient number of areas separated by
the parks physical features that allow users to have a quality experience in an uncrowded environment.
The variety of the habitats as identified in the master plan, Attachment 3, keep visitors exploring
different parts of the park. This not a hiking park unless you continue onto the Banning State Park
using unofficial trails this is a walking park. In less than mile you can explore many scenic and historic
features. It is perfect for what the state DNR has identified as an underserved population — the elderly
and children in addition to the enthusiastic climbers and water trail users.

While the stated purpose of the park is to provide a natural resource setting for enhancement and
interpretation of the historic setting and environmental education. Recreation has been mostly passive
and past investments have been made to enhance or improve the historic or environmental setting
while keeping development to the minimum for visitor comfort and community uses: dirt walking paths
along the river and near the historic features, comfort facilities, a boat ramp for canoes, kayaks and
rafts, small fishing clearings, a picnic shelter often used for family and class reunions, historic signage,
and invasive weed control (and educational signage) and restoration of native plantings, and three
primitive camp sites.



http://www.kettleriverpaddlefest.com/index.htm
http://www.dnr.state.mn.us/watertrails/trips.html
http://www.mountainproject.com/v/robinson-park/105812719
http://www.sandstoneicefest.com/
http://www.mnclimbers.org/tag/banning-state-park/

Below are some of the pictures of the natural and historic setting of the park.
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View of Robinson Park from Highway 123 Entrance road into the park showing a

showing typical trail location and with
respect to woods and Kettle River

combination of natural and manmade impacts.
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Inviting path to explore ravine area

Kettle River view from one of the park




Beginning of cliff face use for one of the
climbing routes
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Quiet part of the Kettle River near the boat
access ramp

Wooded ravine between the access o L
Beginning of major climb area
road and the south path shown in the

first photos




Stacked stone platform near entrance also part
of the historic features

entrance

Stacked stone walls along the west side of the

71
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Winter ice climbing on a typical weekend.

For more pictures see the see the ICEFEST web
site at: http://www.sandstoneicefest.com/

And at:

https://www.facebook.com/pages/Sandstone-
Ice-
Park/3184850048406167?sk=photos_stream

11



http://www.sandstoneicefest.com/

Photo of the interpretive display. One of the historic structures still remaining in the park

Rettie Biver
Sandstone Buildings

oy win
enpasirs thol wearstsl

Another of the features that are remaining from

The uses of the Sandstone from the quarry

historic use as a quarry
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Criteria #3: Well-located to Serve a Regional Need and/or Tourist Destination — places priority on
special recreational features being located in or close to a densely settled, rapidly growing, and/or an
established regional center or well-established tourist destination. Connectivity to the park via local,
regional, or state-level trails also factors into the rating under this criteria.

Robinson Park is located just approximately 1.8 miles north east of I 35 exit 191. Interstate 35
northbound out of the Twin Cities is one of the most well traveled tourist corridors in the state with
Sandstone being approximately half way or approximately one hour away from both the Twin Cities
Metropolitan area and Duluth.

e It is connected to Banning State Park by the Kettle River State Water Trail and an unofficial
hiking trail that runs along the river.

e It is within 6 miles of the Audubon Center of the North Woods http://audubon-center.org/

e It is within 13 miles of Grand Casino Hinckley — which includes in their 271 full RV sites and 50
chalets rated one of the two best RV parks in Minnesota and the only RV park in Minnesota to
get rated as a best family park in 2014 Good Sam Travel Guide.
http://blog.goodsamcamping.com/2014/07/top-family-rv-parks/

e It is within a thirty minute drive of St. Croix State Park and State Forest and the Willard Munger
trail for those more interested in traditional large park activities.

e The Sandstone Junction Trail which connects Banning State Park and the City of Sandstone to
the Willard Munger Trail

Using standard statistical methodology on data collected during the summer of 2013 using the data
collection developed by the Metropolitan Council but not their analysis methodology it is estimated
that Robinson Park has an annual visitation of 47,500. Summary information on Summer and Winter
visitors is shown in Attachment 5. Based on that estimates from the survey it has more visitors than 17
state parks.

Criteria #4: Fills a Gap in Recreational Opportunity within the Region — places a priority on areas in
which a high quality outdoor recreational opportunity of a similar nature is not otherwise available
within the region and/or within a reasonable distance. Fills a discernible and critical gap in an area with
a recreation opportunity shortage. Complements (and does not duplicate) recreational opportunities
otherwise available in the region.

Robinson Park fills two significant gaps in the parks experience in Minnesota. It offers a more
manageable park for both young people and older adults with limited mobility; one can drive the road
paths past several historic and interesting physical features. It also offers a venue that is unique
enough that nonprofit organizations are willing to invest volunteer time and money in the park on a
relatively long term ongoing basis.

Because the City has been flexible in making arrangements with the climbing community and its key
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location near the freeway has resulted in the park has become popular destination for climbers and
climbing classes. Winter climbing with farmed ice has further enhanced it as a destination. The
organizations representing climbing have raised money and donated time to maintain not only their
facility within the park but the whole park. In 2013 they raised money and partnered with the
Minnesota Parks and Trails Council to purchase land adjacent to Robinson Park and add to Banning
State Park. After the land was acquired the climbing groups successfully lobbied to amend the Banning
master plan to allow changes in use to allow climbing. The flexibility shown by the City at Robinson
Park has stimulated additional investment and development of other public resources in the area.

Also as stated in Critera 1 there are limited opportunities for white water experiences in Minnesota. The
Kettle River is one of the 4 white water resources in the state and Robinson Park provides a key access
and exit point for the experience.

In the winter of 2014 Checkpoint Minnesota selected Sandstone as one of the ten locations for the state
scavenger hunt.

Step 3: Complete the following describing alignment with second tier

evaluation criteria

Second tier criteria relate to commitment of partners, local support, local funding potential, etc.
that the Commission takes into consideration in determining the feasibility or viability of a project. This
information is especially important to the Commission in determining funding priorities. Importantly,
second tier criteria factor into deciding the funding viability of a project, but first tier criteria are the primary
means by which its merit as a viable regional park or trail is determined. The following information is
required for all proposed projects, irrespective of which classification it falls under.

Criteria #1: Feasibility of assembling the land — describe the following:
e Extent to which land is publicly owned (acres and/or percentage of property)
e Extent to which land is privately owned, (acres and/or percentage of property), and describe the
extent to which land owners are willing sellers

All land is public owned within the park and it is surrounded by Banning State Park on three sides.
The west side of the park is a vertical cliff with some wooded area on the west side of the cliff abuts the
developed part of town.

Criteria #2: Regional-level support — describe which groups would benefit, how each supports the
project, and the grassroots efforts that may be helpful moving the project forward and ensuring its
success. Include a description of the process/outreach program used to involve the public in the
planning process.

There is no specific project planned however past projects such as the removal of invasive species and
replanting native plants (the 2013 project) have always garnered support, an example of the traditional
type of support past projects have had is shown in Attachment 1.

The upcoming Saved Sandstone event was initiated and sponsored by the climbing groups is an
example of the support the Park receives.
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Criteria #3: Commitment from project partners at agency level — describe the extent to which the
lead agency and its partner agency(s) can fulfill the role of working with the Commission to move the
project forward (i.e., commitment of staff time, willingness to commit via formal agreement/letter of
interest, etc.) and fulfill its obligations in terms of operations, maintenance, and programming.

Attachment 6 is the commitment letter submitted for the invasive species removal grant. Any project
proposed in the future would be expected to have a similar commitment letter adapted to a similar
project from each of the partner agencies and organizations.

Criteria #4: Local funding match — describe the level to which project partners will provide matching
funds to support acquisition and/or development, and the level of funding for ongoing operations,
maintenance, and programming.

No specific project is proposed at this time but in the past the City has had provided partial funding
and worked with public and private partners to accomplish work. A council resolution that supports the
designation and commitment to be a local sponsor is attached.

Other?

Sandstone is a small community with a fiduciary duty to a special Minnesota resource that has a lot of
meaning not only locally but also at the regional but also at a state wide level. It takes this duty very
seriously and will fulfill its obligation to both the historic and environmental character of the resource.
The goal is to enhance both the historic and environmental diversity of the Park so that it may be
interpreted and enjoyed for generations to come.

Step 4: Complete general information section and provide required

attachments

The following pertains to providing additional general information about the project that will aid the
Commission in its evaluation. Applicant should complete the forthcoming section to the extent possible.

Basic information:

1. Has the property information and site inventory been completed and inputted into the
Commission’s GoOMN system? (This is required of all submittals.) There are no identified paths at
this time to submit this information.

CYes XNo

2. Is there an existing unit master plan for the park, trail, or recreational facilities that meets the

unit master plan requirements defined in Section 4 of the Strategic Plan? xYes [No If yes,
attach a PDF of the plan. Attachment 2
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3. Does the proposed use of the property for a park or trail conform to current zoning and all
other local codes and ordinances? xYes No If no, please explain:

4. Are there any land use restrictions, land contamination issues, or issues affecting land
development and future uses/site safety? Yes  xNo If yes, please explain:

5. Are there any known archeological artifacts, human remains, burials or cemeteries located on
the property? [1Yes xNo If yes, please explain:

6. Are there any other issues or concerns that may materially and adversely affect the property?
[LlYes xNo If yes, please explain:

Attachments:

Provide a listing of attachments that further describe or illustrate the park or trail. This includes aerial
imagery, graphic plans, and written descriptions. (Note: formal recognition of a park or trail by the
Commission as being part of the regional system only occurs after all of the defined steps and conditions
are fully met.)

The attachments list is the first page after the completed application.

Step 5: Submit the completed application to The Commission

Completed applications should be submitted electronically to: gmrptcommission@gmail.com. Subject
line should include: Request for Designation as a Regional Park or Trail in Greater Minnesota. Submittals
should be in both Word and PDF format.

Resolution Supporting Application Required!

The application must be accompanied by either a copy of a resolution, council minutes or some other
official documentation that demonstrates that the local unit of government and any listed project
partners support the proposed project and the consequent application. For Step 1 applicants, the
resolution does not need to have a specific form or specific language, as long as it is consistent with the
statements in the application, and any related support material. For Step 2 applicants, all resolutions
must use the Commission’s Resolution Form that officially obligates the local unit(s) of government to any
commitments made.

Since no specific resolution is available A City Council resolution supporting the designation as a regional
park and a willingness to commit to project support once there is a project. Attachment 6

Letters of Support!
Letters of support are also encouraged. There should be an effort to solicit letters from specific groups

that will derive a direct benefit from the project. The applicant is also welcome to provide letters of
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support from all other sources as well.

Since there are no specific projects are this time Attachment 1 show the document the support that can

be generated for specific projects.

Signatures:

Lead applicant must sign the application (must be an authorized representative from a city, township, or
county in Greater Minnesota). In doing so, the applicant states that all of the information provided in this
application is true and accurate to the best of their knowledge.

Name: Sam Griffith

Title: City Administrator

Unit of Government:  City of Sandstone

. \ »
Slgnature; %K ¥ Dale September 3, 2014

17



Attachments

Attachment 1.  Letters of support for the Environmental Restoration project received in September 2013.
These are typical letters of support for Robinson Park Projects. If generic letters of support
are needed for the designation of Robinson Park as a regional park then they will be
solicited and provided.

Attachment 2. Historic Brochure used for self tours of the historic site.

Attachment 3. Master plan for Robinson Park

Attachment 4. Location Map

Attachment 5. Visitor Count Summaries

Attachment 6. City Council Resolution



Attachment 1



St. C,I“O]quRl\’Cl‘

A'SS QC T O N Advocatin(qfor conservation throughout the watershed

September 11, 2013
Ms. Jessica Lee
Conservation Partners Legacy Grant Program Coordinator
MN Department of Natural Resources
500 Lafayette Road, Box #20
St Paul, MN 55155-4020

Dear Ms. Lee:

The St. Croix River Association (SCRA) is pleased to write in support of the City of Sandstone,
MN Department of Natural Resources Conservation Partners Legacy Grant proposal to
eradicate buckthorn and garlic mustard in Robinson Park.

In the northern St. Croix River basin, SCRA is working on a US Forest Service funded project in
a partnership with several state and local agencies, private organizations, and citizens, to
document the value forests provide to protect and enhance water quality. A core outcome is to
protect existing high-quality forests, and improve degraded land. We are promoting forest
management techniques that maximize water quality benefits and enhance market valuation of
forest ecosystem services. Buckthorn and garlic mustard are direct threats to the health of the
forest ecosystem within Robinson Park, thereby increasing the potential of negatively impacting
the water quality of the Kettle River and the overall value of the Park.

This SCRA project’s scope falls within the Kettle River Watershed, and has prioritized Robinson
Park as a potential location for a demonstration site to emphasize the link between sustainable
forestry and water quality. The City of Sandstone proposal defines activities and outcomes that
are consistent with many of the goals identified in the SCRA’s project.

The City of Sandstone and its Park & Recreation Commission has worked hard to provide a
quality park boasting of an abundance of recreational opportunities for people such as rock
climbing, fishing, camping, kayaking, walking and much more. We are confident in the
capacity of the City of Sandstone to carry out such a project and urge you to consider their
application.

The SCRA looks forward to the opportunity to help guide and define key elements of this work
as the initiative moves forward into implementation, as well as partnering on future conservation
activities in the St. Croix River Basin.

Sincerely,

el Ayerd

Deb Ryun
Executive Director
St. Croix River Association

PO Box 655 ¢ St. Croix Falls, WI 54024 ¢ (715) 483-3300

Wwww.stcroixriverassociation. org
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PROJECT DESCRIPTION

Robinson Park is the site of a former
sandstone quarry. The city of
Sandstone is in the process of
implementing an interpretive plan of the
park. The community contacted the
University of Minnesota, Center for
Community Studies and Department of
Landscape Architecture to request
student participation in the conceptual
design phase of the interpretive plan.
This report is the result of that project.

Several goals were established
through discussions with various
community members. These goals are
as follows:

To integrate within the park design:
a. The history of the quarry
b. Natural resources
c. Environmental education

To integrate typical park functions (i.e.
picnic pavilions and boat launches)
with the interpretive activities.

To provide a connection between the
park and the historic center through a
trail and stairway down the cliff that
separates the city from the park.

To connect Robinson Park to Banning
State Park and the Kettle River
Environmental Education Center
through a common trail system.

To develop a vegetation management
plan.

To have the park accommodate activity
throughout the year.

To have at least one park trail
handicapped accessible.

The park is located on the east edge of
the city, just north of highway 123. It

lies approximately 100 feet below the
city at the base of the sandstone cliff
and extends east to the Kettle River.
The site was once the largest
sandstone quarry in the state of
Minnesota and was in operation from
1885 until 1938. Since the quarry quit
operations, many of the buildings have
been torn down or have been removed
from the site. The foundations or outer
shells of some of the buildings still
remain along with other quarry artifacts.
The site has almost totally revegetated
itself over a period of approximately fifty
years. A person walking into the site
finds little evidence that it had ever
been disturbed or that this site at one
time was void of all vegetation and a
place of bustling quarrying activity.

Robinson Park was added to The
National Register of Historic Places in
the fall of 1991. The city received a
grant from the Outdoor Recreation,
Community Development Division of
the Minnesota Department of Trade and
Economic Development to purchase
adjacent property which was
originally part of the quarry and to
develop trails in the existing and newly
acquired property.

An instructor at Bemidji State University
was hired by the city to perform a
limited survey of Robinson Park. Spot
elevations and a map showing the
approximate location of the
archaeological remains were provided
to the city as part of this limited survey.
This information was then used to
generate the topographic base map.
This base map is not intended to be a
correct verified representation of the
park's boundaries and topography, nor

~of the placement of of the existing

structures within the park. But it does
portray, within reason, the approximate
location of the park's features and
topography.
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SITE ANALYSIS

The site analysis attempts to depict
existing site conditions that would
impact the site design. The most
noticeable quality of the site is the
quarry artifacts. These artifacts give the
visitors to the park a sense of the
passage of time and spark their
curiosity as to what occurred at the site
previously.

PLANT COMMUNITIES

Another main feature is the variety of
plant communities that exist on the site.
The eight distinct communities have
been named: the floodplain community,
the northern hardwood forest, the
fern/moss community, the rock
community, the wetland area, the
shallow marsh, the moss/lichen
community and the open grass area.
These different communities give
certain locations of the site distinct
qualities. These communities will be
described below including a partial
listing of some of the plants that make
up each community.

The floodplain community can be
found along the river edge for the full
length of the site. It generally extends
back to the old main railroad bed,
except near the open grass area where
it only extends back from the river
several feet. The Kettle river is a flyway
for warblers and for this reason the
floodplain community is important
because it provides food and shelter for
the migrating birds. Some of the plants
that make up this plant community are
silver maple, boxelder, sumac, ash,
juneberry and Japanese honeysuckle.
The Japanese honeysuckle is not a
native plant, but it does provide food for
the migratory birds.

The northern hardwood forest area
could also be called an early

successional plant community. It is
made up of predominantly quaking
aspen and paper birch. Other plants
that exist in this community are oak,
butternut, bigtooth aspen, mountain
maple, pine and spruce. The area
starts basically north of the entrance
road and extends all the way to the
north end of the site. It extends from the
old railroad bed on the east to within
ten to thirty feet of the cliff edge on the
west. This plant community exists on
top of the cliff also. In the northwest
corner of the site and along the
northern edge of the site, there is an
interior woodland condition needed to
promote the nesting of birds. In this
area people most often hear birds
singing. In order to promote the nesting
of birds, this interior environment needs
to be maintained and even enhanced.

The moss/lichen community is on
the northern end of the site. Small
groupings of trees, mainly aspen, grow
in this area, but quite a bit of the area is
open to direct sunlight. Here plants are
growing directly on the rock shelf and
the loose rocks left behind from the
quarrying activities. Lichens are small
plants that are able to grow on rocks.
Lichen growth is the start of the
successional process. This fairly rare
plant community would not be able to
handle much pedestrian traffic crossing
it without ruining it. Therefore, an
attempt should be made to minimize
pedestrian traffic over this area in order
to preserve it.

The fern/moss community is
generally in an area within 10 to 30 feet
from the western cliff wall. This area is
shaded and moist, which gives it a lush

-feeling.

The rock plant community basically
exists on the cliff walls near the
waterfall and pond. This area also has




a very lush atmosphere with walls that
are partially shaded and moist. The
plants grow on small ledges created
when the rock was blasted away for
quarrying. Some of the plants that
make up this community are liverwort,
jewel weed, water hemlock, sedges,
and bird's eye primrose. The bird's eye
primrose is a fairly rare plant in the state
of Minnesota which should be
preserved.

The shallow marsh is a small area
that exists near the foundation of the
rock crusher building where a small
pond lies between the foundation walls.
Some of the plants that make up this
community are cattail, beaked rush,
blue grass, bulrush, willow, horsetail,
St. John's wort and devil's paint brush.
The devil's paint brush is attractive, but
is not a native plant and is highly
invasive.  Unfortunately, trying to
eliminate it is very difficult, so at least,
growth of this plant should not be
encouraged. The location of this
unique plant community adds greatly to
the feeling of ruins. Previously, the site
was cleared of vegetation and
structures were built by humans to fill
their own needs. Now, nature once
again is reclaiming the site and
restoring it back to it's original beauty,
grandeur and serenity.

The wetlands generally extend from
the entrance road on the north to the
southern edge of the park, from the old
railroad bed on the east, back up to the
entrance road along the west. This
area contains several smaller plant
communities of great interest. This is
generally marsh land with thick
understory and fairly dense canopy. An
intermittent stream runs through the
area and interesting rock formations
can be found near the highway.

Finally, the open grass area
between the two boat launches
extending from the old railroad bed on
the west down to within several feet of
the river. The ground in this area is
highly compacted and the grass is not
growing well. Several trees are
scattered throughout the area, but
basically it is open to direct sunlight.
Another small grass area exists near
the water plant buildings where the
entry road descends into the park. The
grade is fairly steep between. the
buildings and the parking lot. Several
coniferous trees are planted on the
hillside near the water plant buildings.

SITE CONTEXT

The north end of the park connects
directly with Banning State Park. The
Kettle River Environmental Education
Center (KREEC), is located several
miles south of the park. Several people
at the meetings expressed a hope that
in the future, the connection between
Robinson Park, KREEC, and Banning
State Park would be enhanced by
having a unified trail system running
through them. Another long range goal
that was mentioned by a community
member was to eventually have a trail
system that would run the length of the
Kettle River. This is a very exciting
concept that should be kept in mind
while developing plans for Robinson
Park.

On the site analysis map, the small
arrows that wind around the site
indicate the general location of a path
that could lead visitors past the existing
archaeological features of the site. The
bold dashed line is an old railroad bed.
It runs the length of the site and is

-approximately ten feet wide. There

were quite a few different railroad beds
throughout the site, but it appears that is
was the main one.




The bold jagged line on the north end
of the site denotes the loud noise
created when the trains pass over the
railroad bridge. It is interesting and
romantic feeling to watch the trains
cross over the bridge, but the noise is
so loud that it prohibits conversation for
peopie who are within 150 to 200 feet
of the bridge. The smaller jagged line
on the south end of the site denotes the
noise caused by automobile traffic on
Highway 123. The noise is not nearly
as loud as the railroad, but instead is a
constant low hum of automobiles
passing by.

The Kettle River is a flyway for warblers
as they migrate north in the spring and
south in the fall. The vegetation on the
banks of the river is an important
feature that maintains the proper
conditions that enable the warblers to
migrate. The habitat needed by the
migratory birds would be enhanced if
most of the vegetation along the river is
maintained.

The large arrow between the city of
Sandstone and the park shows the
interdependence that once existed
between the city and the quarry. In
some way this connection should be
brought to the attention of visitors to the
park and to the people of Sandstone.

Next to the large arrow is a diagram of a
staircase that could start on the top of
the cliff and go down the hillside into
the park. It would be an alternative way
to enter the park besides driving in by
car. It could be used by the residents of
Sandstone and by visitors to the city. It
would be one way to better connect the
city to the park.

An arrow has been placed over the
pond to show that there is a beautiful
view over the pond. The cliff wall which
juts out at the end of the pond creates a

dramatic backdrop for the view of the
pond. The existing cliff walls now have
plants growing on the small ledges.
Trees line the east side of the pond. A
person realizes this beautiful spot was
created by a combination of human
activity on the site (the steep cliff walls
and probably the pit where the water
accumulated) and the work of nature
reclaiming the site (the plant
communities on the rock ledges and the
trees that surround the pond). Small
asterisks around the pond indicate that
some wild orchids were found near the
pond.

The Kettle River has been designated
by the state of Minnesota as a Wild and
Scenic River and is used quite a bit for
recreational purposes,. Fishing,
canoeing and kayaking are examples
of some of the activities done on the
river.

Some medium sized arrows placed
near the dam on the map denote the
good views visible both up and down
the river while standing out on the dam.
A large asterisk has been placed near
the waterfall to denote that this is a
unique and beautiful location on the
site. A cliff on the north end of the park
is used by rock climbers for rappeling.
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SOIL ANALYSIS

As part of the site analysis, a soil
analysis was done. The last soil survey
for Pine County was performed in 1941
and did not provide much useful
information. Some areas close to the
site have had surveys done more
recently. These sites appear to have
conditions similar to that of the quarry
and the results of those surveys were
applied to the site. It appears that the
quarry is composed of two different soil
types, one at the top of the cliff and
another at the base of the cliff extending
to the river.

The soil type, Ahmeek, is most likely on
the top of the cliff. This soil is very
sandy. [t has moderate to good water
drainage and moderate frost action. |t
is good for growing herbaceous plants,
coniferous and hardwood trees and is
fair for growing grasses and legumes.
This soil is able to support a habitat that
is good for woodland wildlife. The main
issue to be concerned about for the site
is that the Ahmeek soil severely erodes.
This should be  a consideration when
any construction, such as the stairway,
is being planned.

The soil at the base of the cliff is most
likely classified as Ronneby. It has poor
drainage and is susceptible to high frost
action. It is good for growing
herbaceous plants, hardwood and
coniferous trees, wetland plants and
shallow water plants. Its conditions
provide for good woodland and wetland
wildlife habitats. The soil types
mentioned here are just best estimates
of what the soil types actually are, but it
appears through site observations that
the descriptions of these two soil types
generally reflect the conditions that
exist on the site.
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CONCEPTUAL DESIGNS

Three conceptual designs were
developed, each one emphasizing a
different theme that the final design
could be based upon. Each of these
designs will be explained separately.

THE QUARRY PROCESS

In this design, the emphasis was placed
on trying to show the park visitors the
process of quarrying sandstone. The
first step in the process was generating
power through the use of the dam. The
water from the dam ran a turbine which,
in turn, generated power to run the
compressor. The compressor provided
the power needed to drill holes in the
sandstone. Black powder, which was
stored in the powder houses, was used
to fill the drilled holes and then ignited
to blast the rock away from the cliff.

Once the rock was blasted, the rock
would be processed in several different
ways depending on the size of the rock.
If the rock was of a large size, a guy
derrick would be used to load it onto a
rail car where it would be transported to
the saw mill to be cut into building
blocks. Rocks too small to be used as
building blocks were transported to a
section of the quarry where men would
cut them down into stone pavers that
would be used for roads. The smallest
rocks were taken to the rock crusher to
be ground even smaller and then
stored by size in different storage bins.
Finally, some of the rock was
determined to be of no use and moved
to the north end of the quarry where it
was thrown onto a scrap rock pile.

The last step in the process was to load
the processed rock into rail cars to be
shipped out.

Because of the second phase of the
quarrying process, where the rock was
moved to different locations around the
site, it is very difficult to give visitors a
sequential tour of the quarry. The path
that was drawn on this plan tried to give
visitors a logical tour of the quarry that
would best help them understand the
quarrying process.

The path first starts near the parking lot
and heads south past the powder
houses. It then returns to the parking lot
along the old railroad bed. North of the
parking lot, the path veers away from
the railroad bed and goes down to the
dam, and the foundations of the turbine
and compressor buildings. The path
leads to this area first because this is
where the process really began.

From the dam area, the path next leads
towards the guy derrick. On the way,
the visitors will cross over the remains
of some compressor pipes that lead
from the compressor to the cliff wall
where the power was needed. When
they reach the guy derrick, the visitors
will see the drill marks created through
the use of the compressor. They can
also see the guy derrick that helped
move the blasted rock onto rail cars in
order to transport the rock to the next
processing location.

The path then leads the visitors to the
waterfall, where they will see some
more drill marks. From the waterfall, the
path leads farther north to a spot where
it appears that the stone pavers were
created. The visitor will see piles of
small rock that were chipped away by
the stone cutters in order to create the
pavers. The path next heads towards

.the river and passes the scrap rock pile

that exists near the railroad bridge.
Then the path leads the visitor back
south on the old railroad bed, past the




foundations of the rock crusher and the
crushed rock storage building.

Finally, the path heads back south
along another old railroad bed and
connects back to the main railroad bed.
As the visitors head back towards the
parking lot, they have the option to
leave the main trail and take another
path that leads the visitors past a pile of
stone slabs. After passing the pile of
stone slabs, this side trail then connects
back up with the main railroad bed.
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THE EDGE WALK

This design was done to highlight the
features of Robinson Park that a person
familiar with it would show a visitor to
the park. The concept was named "the
edge walk" because it appeared that
the outer edges of the park held the
most interest. This design also attempts
to maintain or enhance the existing
plant communities that exist on the site.

The trail for this design starts at the
parking lot and leads under the tree
canopy towards the pile of stone slabs
near the water plant buildings. Even
though there is an overhead tree
canopy, this area has a open feeling
where the ground is covered with grass.
This grass area extends north to the
artesian well and east all the way to the
river. From the grassy area, the path
moves close to the cliff wall where ferns
and mosses grow on scrap rock lying at
the base of the cliff. The path then
moves away from the cliff wall and
emerges out from under the canopy.

The path is surrounded on both sides
by trees and then opens into a small
clearing which provides a good view of
the drill marks, the guy derrick, and a
large pile of rocks left behind from the
quarrying activity. As the path leaves
the clearing area, it follows a railroad
bed where it once again goes under the
tree canopy. In this area of the park, the
shrub growth is dense on both sides of
the trail which gives a much more
private feel to the walk. The trail enters
another small clearing, which provides
a space to view the foundations of the
rock crusher and the crushed rock
storage building. This area also
provides a place to view the
compressor pipe that still remains.
Near the base of the stone crusher, a
person will be able to see a small,

shallow marsh which gives a feeling of
serenity to the remains of the buildings.

From this point, the visitors move back
under the canopy onto a smaller foot
trail that leads back to the edge of the
cliff wall. On the way to the wall, they
will walk into a small opening in tree
canopy. In this opening the visitors will
see a cable that supports the guy
derrick. The vegetation has been
cleared away from the cable so the
cable can be viewed all the way back to
where it connects to the guy dertick.
Continuing on the foot path, the visitors
end up at the waterfall where they can
watch the water stream down the steep
cliff walls and create a mist as it hits the
base of the cliff. The visitors will also be
able to see a plant community that
grows on small ledges created when
the rock was blasted away. It is a restful
and contemplative place. The foot path
then continues on along a small ridge
line of piled rocks and comes out at the
pond. As the visitors come upon the
pond from the waterfall, they will be
looking over the length of the pond,
backdropped by the steep cliff walls.

The path continues along the length of
the pond and passes by an area where
the stone cutters probably worked. In
this area, the visitor will also see a new
plant community emerging that consists
mainly of mosses and lichens. The
path moves away briefly from this plant
community and leads up a small knoll.
it is in this area that a visitor is most
likely to hear birds singing and to see
their activity. From the top of the knoll, a
person will have a good view down into
another area that was built and used in
the quarrying process. There are some

interesting walls built of sandstone in

this area and some other quarrying
artifacts. The path does not go into the
area directly, but invites the visitor to
explore it further if they chose to leave




the path. The path descends down the
knoll and moves closer to the
moss/lichen community again where
the visitors will have the opportunity to
look at the rock shelf and see the ripple
marks that were created over 900
million years ago.

The path moves away from the rock
shelf and goes down a small hill where
it connects up to the larger trail that is
on the old main railroad bed. If the
visitors travel north on this trail, they will
cross over into Banning State Park. If
they follow the trail to the south, back
towards the parking lot, they will quickly
come into a small clearing where they
may move off the trail and have a view
of the railroad bridge and the river
below. As the visitors continue along
the trail, they will find dense understory
on both sides, with a partial tree canopy
protecting the trail from above. The
visitors will encounter another small
clearing to view the river and a clearing
that opens up around a crushed rock
storage foundation. A short distance
past the crushed rock storage
foundation, the trail comes into the
edge of a larger clearing. A smaller foot
path is mowed through this clearing so
that visitors may leave the main trail
and explore the compressor wall, and
the remains of the turbine and dam.
This foot path then moves under the
canopy for a short distance. When it
emerges back into the sun, it is
connected again with the main trail and
follows the river bank back to the
parking lot. If visitors chose not to go
down to view the dam, the trail would
lead them past the old artesian well,
some old railroad ties and some chains
that were used to move the rail cars in
and out of the saw mill. Most of the path
along the shore is in the sunlight, but
several groupings of trees are
maintained at the shoreline in order to
frame some views out to the river. It is

along this section of the trail that the
visitors actually get close to and are
able to experience the river.

The path crosses in front of the picnic
shelter. The shelter is open to the direct
sunlight and the sight line to the river is
maintained from the shelter. The trail
then crosses over the boat launch and
continues along the shoreline. The
parking lot has been narrowed and
lengthened in order to provide space
wide enough to allow the trail to
continue along the shoreline. While
walking along this section of the trail,
the visitors will be able to see the
sandstone supports of the old wagon
bridge. At the end of the parking lot, the
path veers away from the river and
leads towards the powder houses. In
the area surrounding the powder
houses, the canopy and shrubs have
been cleared away from the structures.
After passing the powder houses, the
trail returns to the parking lot.

The trail along the main railroad bed,
along with the trails that lead past the
guy derrick, stone crusher foundations
and the powder house are on fairly
gradual grades that could be made
handicapped accessible with a small
amount of grading. The foot paths
leading past the waterfall, pond, ripple
marks and the dam cross over some
steep grade changes. It does not
appear possible to make these
handicapped accessible without a large
amount of grading and clearing of
vegetation. As the path was described
here, it followed the outer edges of the
park, but several other trails have also
been included in the design in order to
provide the visitors with the option to

-turn back early at the guy derrick or the

stone crusher foundation.
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RECREATIONAL
OPPORTUNITIES

This third design concept tried to
maximize the recreational opportunities
that exist within the park. It tried to push
the limits of what the possibilities could
be in order to not overlook some ideas
that might not have been considered
otherwise. This design was also
working with the historic idea of the
expansion of the northwest, in
particular, what were the qualities that
allowed this quarry to play a successful
role in this expansion and finally, how
could these qualities be shown to the
visitors of the park. It appears that it
was the combination of three factors
that made the quarry a successful
contributor to the expansion of the
northwest: the river, the city, and the
railroad. An attempt was made in this
design to try to vivify for the visitor, the
link between these interdependent
factors.

In this design, as visitors drive into the
park they will be greeted with a view of
grasses and trees at the end of the
entrance road. The parking lot is
composed of two smaller lots with a
green area‘in between them. The north
section of the lot is next to the boat
launch. This lot was designed to
provide a convenient parking place for
automobiles that are pulling trailers.

An alternative way to enter the park
would be to take a foot trail that starts
on top of the cliff. This trail leads
through the trees and down a.stairway
into the park. As the stairway emerges:
out from under the canopy, it turns into
a small, elevated viewing platform.
From this platform that visitors can get
an overview of part of the park below,
but more importantly, they would have a
view of the old wagon bridge approach
and a view down to the wagon bridge

supports in the river. Hopefully, they
will make the connection between the
wagon bridge approach and the
supports and visualize what it used to
be like. Also, by entering the park via
the stairway, the visitors would better
appreciate the connection between the
city and the quarry. Finally, a strip of
trees and underbrush would be cleared
away between the parking lot and the
wagon bridge approach so that people
standing down near the river, in the
area of the wagon bridge supports,
could look back up and see the wagon
bridge approach.

As people descend the rest of the stairs

_into the park, they will enter an open

area of native grass. A path would be
mowed through the grasses that would
lead the visitors into a mowed picnic
area where several picnic tables would
be spread around on the grass. From
this area, picnickers would have a close
view of some piled sandstone slabs.
This area would also lead the visitors to
the main park trail which follows the old
railroad grade. This trail could
potentially be used for walking, biking
and cross country skiing. This trail
would also connect Robinson Park with
Banning State Park and the Kettle River
Environmental Education Center.

Another feature of the site that is
located next to the trail and picnic area
is a building that could be used as a
picnic shelter, interpretive center and
classroom. It could also be used in the
winter months as a warming house for
ice skaters on the pond and for cross
country skiers that pass by on the trail.
The building could also house a canoe
rental center. A section of the riverfront
would be cleared and turned into a
beach where renters could launch their
canoes. Directly north of the building
would be an open grass field of native
grasses. A large portion of the field
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would be mowed to create an area for
children to play.

A smaller path that could be used for
walking in the summer and for cross
country skiing in the winter shoots off
from the main trail near the artesian
well. This path follows another railroad
bed to the clearing where the guy
derrick can be viewed. It then leaves
the railroad bed and goes past the
amphitheater. The amphitheater area
is cleared of trees and the ground is
covered with mowed grasses. The
ground has been graded to form
several different levels. The levels
increase in height as they move away
from the stage. The stage is in front of
the cliff wall. This amphitheater is
approximately one half of the way into
the park. It is remote enough not to be
in a high traffic area, yet the walk to
reach it would not be difficult or
strenuous.

Midway through the amphitheater
clearing, the trail connects to another
railroad bed that heads north. This trail
moves the visitors underneath the tree
canopy and through the moss/lichen
area until it reaches the northern end of
the park. It then turns back towards the
river until it connects back to the
railroad bed that the visitors originally
veered off on. The skiers/walkers can
then follow this trail back to the main
park trail.

At the location in the amphitheater
clearing where the cross country ski
trail moves under the canopy, a small
foot path breaks away from the cross
country trail and leads back closer to
the western cliff wall. Once the cliff wall
is reached, the visitors will see the
waterfall. In both summer and winter
this waterfall would be a beautiful sight
to view. The foot path then leads the
visitors to the pond which in the winter,

is used by ice skaters. The foot path
continues along the length of the pond
and then connects back up briefly with
the cross country/walking trail. When
the cross country/walking trail takes a
turn to the south, the foot path once
again breaks away and leads the
visitors up a small knoll, where they can
watch people rappel a cliff that had
been created by the quarrying activity.
The path would then head back out
towards the river and connect up with
the main park trail.

Another small cross country /walking
path would break away from the main
trail just south of the parking lot. This
path would take the visitors past the
powder houses and then would swing
back towards the river and connect
back up to the main trail.

On the northern end of the park, several
foot paths would break away from the
main trail and lead down to the river. At
the river bank, small areas would be
cleared to create space for fishing.

Along the top of the cliff, another trail
would be developed. The trail would
be used mainly for walking and biking.
It would intersect the trail that connects
the city with the park. An overlook
would be developed on top of the cliff in
an area near the guy derrick and stage.
One view from this overlook would look
out over the guy derrick and continue
on to the dam and the river. Another
view would look over the rock crusher
foundations towards the railroad bridge
and the river. These views could help
the visitor see how the interrelationship
between the quarrying activities, the
river and the railroad helped in the
expansion of the northwest.
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PRELIMINARY MASTER
PLAN

The three conceptual plans were
presented to the community with a
discussion afterwards to determine
what aspects of the designs each
community representative liked and
disliked. The plan that appeared to be
the closest to what the community
desired was the edge walk. A
preliminary master plan was developed
that tried to integrate, as much as
possible, the feedback received on the
conceptual plans.

The preliminary master plan used the
edge walk design for the management
of the vegetation. The following
concepts were incorporated from the
recreational plan; the trail above the
cliff, the elevated viewing platform;
clearing vegetation to allow for sight
lines between the platform, the wagon
bridge approach and the wagon bridge
supports; the multifunction building, and
the redesigned parking lot.

One new idea that was introduced with
the preliminary master plan was to have
a welcome sign at the base of the
entrance road. This sign would greet
the visitors as they entered the park and
also inform them that the park is listed
on the National Register of Historic
Places. The sign would be in the center
of a planted median in the parking lot
and it would have sandstone
incorporated into its design.

Several benches were also added to
the design at locations that were
thought to have high scenic value, such
as at the waterfall, pond and along the
trail near the river.
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ENTRANCE AND PARKING

As visitors enter the site from the
entrance road, they are greeted at the
bottom of the hill with a patch of
vegetation and a view out to the river.
Also, at the base of the hill, offset a little
to the north of the entrance road, will be
a planted median with a sign at its
center welcoming the visitors to the
park and informing them that the park is
listed on the National Register of
Historic Places. One possible design of
the entrance sign is shown in figure 1.

If the visitors have towed in a boat, they
may continue straight down the road to
the boat launch, otherwise, they may
turn off either to the north or south and
park. The lot to the north has pull-
through stalls for the benefit of
automobiles with trailers, The lots to
the south of the entrance drive have
single car stalls. ‘

Another way for a person to enter the
park is to take a trail that originates at
the top of the cliff on the edge of the
city. This trail leads through the woods
and then turns into a stairway as it
descends the cliff. Before the stairway
reaches the bottom of the cliff, it
emerges from beneath the tree canopy
and enters out onto an elevated
viewing platform. From this platform the
visitors will be able to see the old
wagon bridge approach. Sight lines
will be cleared through the vegetation
to allow the visitors to see down to the
wagon bridge supports. Sight lines

e AR T TN WAL TRV VMY

S|gnage built lnto it to help the visitors
understand the important role the old
wagon bridge played for the
community. They can also see how the
river was a barrier that needed to be
crossed, and at the same time, an asset
when it was dammed to generate
power for the quarry operations.
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F:gure 1

As the visitors leave the viewing
platform, they will descend the
remaining stairs to the base of the cliff.
From there they follow a mowed path
through native grasses into a larger
grass area. From this location, they can
see a pile of large slabs of sandstone
that had been blasted away from the
cliff walls and imagine how these
stones would have been hauled to
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connects to a small foot bridge that
allows the visitors to reach the dam.
Out on the dam, the visitors have
wonderful views both up and down the
river.

Once the visitors have returned to the
main trail and have continued moving
to the south, they will come upon
another clearing where they will see the
old artesian well. From this area, the
trail moves towards the river and then
south along the river bank until it
reaches the parking lot. It is in this
section of the trail, that the visitors have
the best opportunity to be close to the
river,

This section of the trail will also lead
past the site of the future multifunction
building. As the name implies, this
building could be used throughout the
year as an interpretive center, a picnic
shelter, or as a classroom. In the
winter, it could be used as a warming
house for cross country skiers or ice
skaters. The greatest asset offered by
this building is the beautiful view of the
river it would provide to its users.

After the multifunction building, the
visitors will cross over the driveway to
the boat launch and follow the trail
along side of the parking lot. They will
come into a clearing where they will
have a close view of the wagon bridge
supports and also a view back up the
hill towards the wagon bridge
approach.

POWDER HOUSES

Just south of the parking lots, a small
path veers off the trail to lead the
visitors to the powder houses. The path
moves under the tree canopy and
comes out into a clearing which
highlights these wonderful buildings.
This is another powerful space, with the

vegetation now surrounding these
small sandstone structures, it makes the
visitors contemplate on the passage of
time and the forces of nature at work.

UPPER CLIFF TRAIL

Another treasure that exists within the
park is a path that lies above the cliff
wall. This path breaks off from the trail
that connects the city to the park and
then extends north following the cliff
edge. At first the path leads under the
power lines and through some
interesting plant communities where the
visitors cannot see out over the cliff.
The path makes its way towards the cliff
edge out into a clearing just before the
guy derrick. From this overiook, the
visitors are able to look out over the
park and river valley. They also get
their first close look at the guy derrick
from this location. The path then moves
away from the cliff edge and leads the
visitors around the guy derrick.
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Center (KREEC). The community.may
want to use a similar style of structure to
create a sense of unity between
Robinson Park and KREEC.

STAIRWAY AND TRAIL
CONNECTING THE CITY TO THE
PARK

The staircase and elevated platform will
need to be designed by a licensed
architect and/or landscape architect.
The interpretive signage on the platform
will also need to be designed.

The entrance to the trail on top of the
cliff needs to be designed.
Consideration should also be given to
the aesthetics of the area surrounding
the trail entrance and what image this
area would portray to tourists.

The master plan shows the elevated
viewing platform a little uphill from
where the current trail enters the park.
Consideration should be given to
placing the platform even farther uphill
in order to provide a better view of the
wagon bridge approach and to
decrease the amount of stairs needed
to reach ground level.

The community may consider planting
some additional trees to the north side
of the trail to reduce the view of the
power lines,

THE MULTIFUNCTION BUILDING
An interdisciplinary team of an architect
and a landscape architect should be
hired to help the community develop an
appropriate design for this building.

CLEARING OF VEGETATION

The shrubs along the piled sandstone
slabs near the water plant buildings
should be cleared out. The existing

birch trees in this area are damaged
and will probably die in the near future.
As they decline, these trees should also
be removed in order to let the smaller
oak and maple trees that are presently
growing at their bases to mature.

Clearing of birch and aspen trees
should be done around small
hardwood trees that are presently
growing on the site in order to promote
the growth of these hardwood trees.

Clearing should be done around- the
base of the crushed rock storage
building foundation that is near the
main park trail. Vegetation should also
be cleared away from the piled slabs
directly across the trail from this
crushed rock storage building
foundation.

Vegetation should be cleared away
from both areas of piled sandstone
slabs that lie off of the main trail near
the railroad bridge.

Woody vegetation should be cleared
away from the cliff wall in the area
generally between the rest rooms and
the artesian well. The vegetation
should be cleared away just enough to
allow people to view up the cliff wall at
the drill marks.

The lower branches of the trees near
the dam should be trimmed up to
provide a better view of the dam from
the area near the turbine and
compressor walil,

A

THE SOUTH END OF THE PARK

The south end of the park has not been
covered in this plan. This part of the
park has many wonderful educational
opportunities and inspirational areas for
park visitors. Due to the fact that much
of this area is a marsh and an

20




intermittent creek runs through this part
of the park, it will require substantial
design work and funding to propetly
develop this area. This area also
provides great habitat for wildlife. The
community will need to weigh the trade
off between allowing visitors to
experience this part of the park against
the possible negative environmental
impact development may have on it.

MISCELLANEOUS PROJECTS

In order to enhance the experience of
the park for those interested in seeing
the artifacts, all of the picnic tables
should be placed in one common area
near the piled sandstone slabs or the
picnic shelters.

The north boat launch should be
removed.

The boulders that line the existing road
leading north towards the railroad
bridge give the impression that this
road is available to be used by
-automobiles. These rocks should be
removed to discourage any further
automobile traffic.

The picture painted on the cliff wall near
the stage should be removed in order to
restore the area to a more natural
appearance. Graffiti should also be
removed from the rock crusher storage
building foundations and at any other
location that it currently exists in the
park. The city should consult with the
Minnesota Historical Society on the
best procedures for paint removal.

Additional plantings should be done
near the water plant buildings to reduce
the buildings' visual impact without
interfering with access to or function of
the buildings.

The existing structures should be
painted colors that match the color of
the weathered sandstone.

The community may want to consider
planting some additional native
vegetation at the head of certain
existing trails where they want to
discourage further pedestrian and
vehicular traffic. Suggested native
shrubs that could be used to revegetate
these areas are listed in appendix C.
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APPENDIX A

Robinson Park Ground Plane
Management Plan

This plan was created to depict how the
management of the park's ground
plane could be done. First, an attempt
should be made to maintain the plant
communities in the moss/lichen area
and the shallow marsh area. The area
around the parking lot and the picnic
area could be planted with native
grasses. The viewing areas and the
areas surrounding the quarry artifacts
should be cleared of shrubs to provide
better views of the artifacts. Finally, a
dense shrub layer could cover the
ground plane for the rest of the park,
both above and below the cliff wall to
provide habitat for wildlife.
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APPENDIX B

Robinson Park Trail Management
Plan

This plan was done to show some
methods that could be used in the
construction of the park's trails. The
trail above the cliff and-the foot paths
near the waterfall and pond could be
created by brushing out a path from the
surrounding shrubs. The main trail that
follows the old railroad bed could be
created by compacting the soil. This
would allow the trail to handle some
vehicle traffic when necessary. Finally,
the trail that leads people from the
viewing platform to the lower cliff wall
and the trail leading to the dam from the
main trail could be created by mowing a
path through the native grasses.
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APPENDIX C

Below is a list of suggested native shrubs, which are able to grow in compacted soil,
that could be used to revegetate sections of Robinson Park. ’

VERY SMALL SHRUBS - LESS THAN 3 FT

SCIENTIFIC NAME ‘ COMMON NAME
Andromeda polifolia Bogrosemary Andromeda
Chamaedaphne calyculata Leatherleaf
Cornus Canadensis Bunchberry Dogwood

* Diervilla lonicera © Dwarf Bushhoneysuckle
Epigaea repens Trailing Arbutus
Gaultheria procumbens Checkerberry Wintergreen
Ledum groenlandicum Labradortea Ledum

Vaccinium macrocarpum .. Cranberry

SMALL SHRUBS - 3 TO 6 FT

SCIENTIFIC NAME, COMMON NAME

Aronia melanocarpa Black Chokeberry

Lonicera canadensis American Fly Honeysuckle

Ribes americanum American Black Currant

Rubus strigosus : American Red Raspberry
Spiraea alba Narrowleaf Meadowsweet Spirea

MID-HEIGHT SHRUBS - 6 TO 12 FT

SCIENTIFIC NAME COMMON NAME

Cornus Stolonifera Redosier Dogwood

llex verticillata Common Winterberry

Salix humilis Prairie Willow

Viburnum trilobum American Cranberrybush Viburnum

LARGE SHRUBS - 12 TO 20 FT

SCIENTIFIC NAME ' COMMON NAME
Betula pumila Low Birch

Salix lucida Shining Willow
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Path: S:\PT\S\Sanst\Common\GIS\Projects\RobinsonPark\Fig01_ProjectLocation.mxd
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Summary of Use Data for Robinson Park Summer Survey 2013

Who responded?

Respondents by Gender

Age distribution of respondents
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How did they get to Robinson Park? How far Did they travel?

Arrival mode of visitors in percent Distance Traveled in miles

339 a. By car, truck,
. 0

etc.
6.5%

3.3% B b. On foot -

walked, ran,
inline skates, etc.

M c. By bicycle

87.0% W e. Other: kayak
or canoe

<10 10<20 20<50 50<100 100<150 150+ nd

What was the primary activity?

Percent reporting primary activity
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Origin of Visitors to Robinson
Park Summer Visitor Survey
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Summary of Use Data for Robinson Park

Winter Survey 2013 -2014

Who Responded?

Gender of respondent

Age Distribution
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How did they get there? How far did they travel ?

Accessed the Park Distance Traveled by %
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Are there differences between the summer and winter users?

Distance Traveled to Robinson Park in Miles Visitor percentage _u< dage
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Origin of Visitors to Robinson
Park Winter Visitor Survey
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Attachment 6



RESOLUTION 2014 —23

RESOLUTION OF THE CITY OF SANDSTONE
REQUESTING DESIGNATION OF ROBINSON PARK AS
A PARK OF REGIONAL SIGNIFICANCE

WHEREAS, the City of Sandstone owns the 65 acres Robinson Park along the
Kettle River, and

WHEREAS, the park is on the National Register of Historic Places as an
industrial site; and

WHEREAS, the quarrying of sandstone that took place in the quarry is the reason
for the existence of the community of Sandstone; and

WHEREAS, the Kettle River which flows through Robinson Park is a designated
Wild and Scenic River; and

WHEREAS, Robinson Park provides access to white water kayaking and other
water opportunities on the Kettle River; and

WHEREAS, Robinson Park is the only municipal rock and ice climbing park in
the State of Minnesota; and

WHEREAS, Robinson Park is surrounded on two sides, soon to be three sides by
Banning State Park; and

WHEREAS, Robinson Park offers a number of opportunities to participate in
unique outdoor experiences; and

WHEREAS,; a survey of visitors in 2013 and 2014 indicate that more than 45% of
the summer visitors and 60% of winter visitors came from more than 50 miles away

NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED that the City of Sandstone supports the
application to the Greater Minnesota Regional Parks and Trails Commission that
Robinson Park be designated a park of regional significance.

This Resolution was declared duly passed and adopted and was signed by the Mayor and
attested to by the City Administrator this 3rd d f September; 2014.

(: ol C{; 73 tf(/(,/
andy Atte ury, Mayor ,f

Attest:

Sam Griffith, Cify/Administrator



