CITY OF SANDSTONE

PLANNING COMMISSION

March 11, 2015
CALL TO ORDER

Members present:
R Frederickson, R Riley, A Spartz, N Eberhardt 

Members absent:
L Gafkjen, T Gafkjen, R Stadin
Staff present:

Administrator Griffith

Others:                         Council members Spartz & Bonander
Chair Riley called the meeting to order at 7:08 pm.

AGENDA
Motion Spartz, second Frederickson to approve the agenda with additions of 9A – One Way Alley proposal and 9B – new members.  Motion approved 4-0.
MINUTES

Motion Riley, second Eberhardt to approve the January minutes.  Motion approved 4-0.

PRESENTATION:  none 
DEVELOPMENT ACTIVITIES:

The District and the City have signed a Development Agreement.  The District will need to close on the land by the end of March.

Construction schedule for the infrastructure is bids in June and work starting July with substantial completion by the end of the year. Clinic would start construction in June and the hospital in September.    

City is submitting an application to the Economic Development Administration and has introduced legislation requesting additional state funds. 
Casey’s resubmitted plans have been reviewed and approved.  No official announcement has been made.
MNDOT should be making location decisions in April.
The Senior Center has been offered to the City.  The City is considering.
Library space planning is continuing but is impacted by Senior Center decision.
WSB & Associates have has been hired to update the Robinson Park Master Plan.  
The Free Church has met with staff twice discussing possible development on their site.
PUBLIC HEARING: none
CONTINUING BUSINESS:

Land Use and Zoning changes for Business Park 
Staff presented some drawings done by Donohue & Associates which show graphically how the land could be subdivided and how different uses could be arranged on the site.

The only objection is to plan for multi-family housing on the site.  The opinion of the Commission is there is plenty of other land available that is properly zoned for multi-family development.

The Commission is tasked with reviewing the drawing and the proposed written uses to determine which uses should be left in the written language and how those remaining uses would locate on the site.  For example, it is unlikely that a restaurant would locate south of the medical campus as they are looking for ease of access, so allowing eating establishments as a permitted use might change.   In determining uses adjacent to the Medical Campus which would have minimal negative impacts while still allowing for development and growth, the map helps provide a perspective.
The Commission also needs to determine which uses listed should be permitted, interim or a conditional use.  Any changes will require a Public Hearing and approval by the City Council.

NEW BUSINESS:  
One Way Alley

Gina Romanowski, owner of All That Floral, would like to open a coffee and sandwich shop in her building and offer drive through service. This would require making the alley one way.  The one way would be from north to south – with entrance off Highway 123 and exist out to Second Street.    Matt Gebhardt of Ace Hardware also signed the request stating he has no problem with the change.

After a brief discussion, the Planning Commission by consensus agreed that they saw no issues with the request.

New members

With only five active members, the Planning Commission needs to recruit some new members.  Staff will place an ad and other Commissioners will contact potential new members.

OTHER: none
ADJOURN
Motion Eberhardt, second Spartz to adjourn the meeting at 7:45. Motion carried 4-0.
Minutes by Sam Griffith

