CITY OF SANDSTONE

PLANNING COMMISSION

July 9, 2014
CALL TO ORDER

Members present:
R Frederickson, R Riley, A Spartz, P Spartz 

Members absent:
J Frederickson, L Gafkjen, T Gafkjen
Staff present:

Administrator Griffith

Others:                        Leonard Bonander, T Johnson, Linda Janes 
Chair R Riley called the meeting to order at 7:00 pm.

AGENDA
Motion A Spartz, second P Spartz to approve the agenda.  Motion approved 4-0.
MINUTES

Motion A Spartz, second R Frederickson to approve May minutes.  Motion approved 4-0.

PRESENTATION:  none
DEVELOPMENT ACTIVITIES:

The Hospital District has created a Facilities Committee which has been meeting to work through many development issues and find the necessary consultants the District needs to undertake this project.  They have sent out RFPs for financial, communications and program managers.  They have done some interviews and recommended some consultants to the District.  They will be reviewing the Development and Purchase Agreement.  They are making progress.

The Library Planning Group has some site specific questions such as access to broadband that are being studied.

Sandstone is listed in the latest MNDOT RFP as a site to be studied for a cleaning and/or layover facility.  That consultant is in the process of being hired.   Other consultants to study crossing and finish the environmental work have been hired.  The project could be shovel ready by 2016.
PUBLIC HEARING: 

Rezone parcel from Single Family to Large Lot Rural

Motion P Spartz, second R Frederickson to open the Public Hearing at 7:20 pm.  Motion carried 4-0.

No comments received. 

Motion A Spartz, second P Spartz to close the hearing at 7:23 pm.   Motion carried 4-0.

Motion P Spartz, second R Frederickson to recommend that the City Council amend the zoning map to change Parcels 45.0085.005 and 45.0089.000 from Single Family Residential to Large Lot Rural.   Motion approved 4-0.

Conditional Use Permit – Ringsred Building
Motion A Spartz, second P Spartz to open the Public Hearing at 7:24 pm.  Motion carried 4-0.
Staff handed out a statement from Hobart Finn the operator of the shingle maker and a statement from the building’s owner.  He then presented a staff report and a proposed Finding of Fact.
The indoor milling of raw timer is a permitted conditional use in the Tier Three District.  There was a wood processing facility previously in this space.  The proposed conditions are to minimize the impact on surrounding uses.
The recommended conditions related to truck loading & unloading, traffic and overnight parking.  There would be no outside storage of timber.  There needs to be a disposal plan presented for sawdust and scrap wood.  Storage outside of any materials raises safety and fire safety concerns and well as a need for proper screening, if allowed.  The same concerns exist for the indoor storage of raw wood, slabs, shingles and waste.  All safety issues identified by Building Official on June 17 need to be remedied and re-inspected for compliance. There should be an OSHA inspection.

Linda Janes, a neighbor asked about the proposed use of the baled waste as a fuel and whether or not that would create a smell.
TJ Johnson, owners representative, stated that with a modification of the boilers it might be possible to do this but as the wood to be cedar it shouldn’t be an issue because of the distance.

There was a discussion about how much material would be delivered and how much would need to be stored inside.  Too large a delivery or if there is not timely pick up of slabs or shingles could result in unsafe conditions or the need to store outside.  It could result in semis parked in the parking lot overnight.

Could active production result in the need to put the sawdust outside in some kind of container and how would that be disposed of and managed?

Mr. Johnson presented that the owner is also interested in using the existing kiln to dry wood for a local mill.  It was pointed out that this could create conflicts in use and storage and would need its own permit.  It could be combined into this permit request.

Motion P Spartz, second R Frederickson to close the Public Hearing at 7:50 pm.  Motion carried 4-0.

There was discussion that there is more information needed to determine what the proposed conditions of the permit might need to be. A clear disposal plan for the waste material and a clear plan for storage of all materials was felt necessary to properly consider this request.  
Motion A Spartz, second P Spartz to continue the Public Hearing to a later date and to defer any action until further information is provided regarding operations of the business, a waste disposal plan, a plan for storage of raw and manufactured materials and information on other possible wood processing operations at the site.   Motion carried 4-0. 
CONTINUING BUSINESS:

Zoning language
Deferred to next meeting.
NEW BUSINESS: 
Sale of land – EDA airport land to NPAHD
The EDA is proposing to sell the NPAHD the north forty acres of the former airport site for the development of a medical campus.  All such sales require review and comment by the Planning Commission.
Motion P Spartz, second A Spartz to state that the proposed sale of property to the NPAHD meets the goals of the City’s Comprehensive Plan.

Parcel split

Gordon Britton is proposing to have his parcel along Government Road split into three parcels – one parcel to include his house, one parcel to include the former Kerker building and the north portion to the City for a possible road realignment.  There is a proposed purchase agreement.
Motion A Spartz, second R Riley to recommend approval of the proposed parcel split of Gordon Britton’s land, that the Planning Commission states that the split does not require a subdivision plat with the stated reservation that this will create an unbuildable lot.  Motion carried 4-0.

OTHER: none
ADJOURN
Motion A Spartz, second R Frederickson to adjourn the meeting at 8:03. Motion carried 4-0.
Minutes by Sam Griffith

