CITY OF SANDSTONE

PLANNING COMMISSION

SPECIAL MEETING

March 20, 2014
CALL TO ORDER

Members present:
J Frederickson, L Gafkjen, T Gafkjen, A Spartz, P Spartz 

Members absent:
R Frederickson, R Riley
Staff present:

Administrator Griffith

Others:                        Nathan Fraser, Amy Fraser, John Pitts, Brandon Devlin
                                    Leonard Bonander 
Vice Chair T Gafkjen called the meeting to order at 7:00 pm.

AGENDA
Motion L Gafkjen, second A Spartz to approve the agenda.  Motion approved 5-0.
HEARING: 
Conditional Use Permit – Anderson Recycling

Motion L Gafkjen, second R Frederickson to open the Public Hearing at 7:05.  Motion approved 5-0.
Anderson Recycling is operating under a lease with the City and proposing to purchase the former public works site from the City. The real estate closing is awaiting the issuance of the necessary zoning permits.   The uses proposed by Anderson Recycling require a Conditional Use permit.

Staff presented the draft finding of facts and the staff report with suggested conditions.

Nathan Fraser, a neighbor, stated that this use is a nightmare for him.  He feels that this will not have a neutral environmental impact.  He is concerned about the noise and is also concerned that the dust could cause asthma attacks in his children.  He asked how contaminations could be prevented and was concerned about having semis running at all hours of the night.

John Pitts, a neighbor in the township, was concerned about the dust issue and was also concerned about water runoff and how it could run by his house.  He already has a problem when the City burns the compost pile and the smoke makes him have to close up his house. He said he would not appreciate the noise and doesn’t want to have to live inside for periods of time.  He did not want to be able to hear the operation early in the morning.  He was concerned about how they would handle batteries and asked about why there were not regulations on the existing auto salvage yard in town.

Brandon Devlin asked by whom and how this would be monitored and would the Building Official have enough time within his hours to do the monitoring. How much will this monitoring cost the City?
Motion A Spartz, second P Spartz to close the Public Hearing at 7:44.  Motion approved 5-0.

The Commission then discussed possible conditions.  They wanted to make sure that the entire perimeter has opaque fence so that there is no visual disturbance to any neighbor or road.

They discussed whether or not to limit the number of tires or other methods to prevent a health hazard, a fire hazard or a sight hazard.   They directed   that the requirements include storage inside a metal container so that tires are not left on the ground.
There was an extended discussion about how to deal with the issue of noise from a crusher.  The Commission used its experience with gravel crushing to set operational days and hours.  Should it be allowed on weekends and how early in the morning were some of the issues discussed.  

The other noise issue was the grinding, cutting and use of chop saws on scrap.  The consensus was the City has a noise ordinance and this activity should have to comply.

They suggest to the City Council that compliance with the noise ordinance be a license requirement so that that repeated violations can be used to nullify the license. 

They discussed how important meeting city code requirements for having proper and improved off street parking for large trucks and that this should be a specific condition item.   

Motion A Spartz, second P Spartz to recommend to the City Council approval of the Conditional Use Permit request from Anderson Recycling subject to the recommendations of the Finding of Facts and the staff report as amended by the Planning Commission.  Motion approved 3-2.
Motion L Gafkjen, J Frederickson to express the Planning Commission’s disappointment that no representative of Anderson Recycling was present to participate in the discussion and questions their proposal has raised.  Motion approved 5-0.

ADJOURN
Motion A Spartz, R Frederickson to adjourn the meeting at 8:47. Motion carried 5-0.
Minutes by Sam Griffith

