CITY OF SANDSTONE

PLANNING COMMISSION

December 11, 2013
CALL TO ORDER

Members present:
L Gafkjen, T Gafkjen, A Spartz, P Spartz 

Members absent:
J Frederickson, R Frederickson, R Riley
Staff present:

Administrator Griffith

Vice Chair T Gafkjen called the meeting to order at 7:00 pm.

AGENDA
Motion L Gafkjen, second P Spartz to approve the agenda.  Motion approved 4-0.

MINUTES

Motion L Gafkjen, second P Spartz to approve the November minutes.  Motion passed 4-0.
OLD AND CONTINUING BUSINESS

Updates
Hospital - Work is proceeding on the design and contents of the hospital facility.  General plans should be presented to Area Hospital Board in February.  Parallel planning for long term care and assisted living is also underway.
Library Space Planning - There is in-depth work being done on three sites with the next report due in early 2014.     
Casey’s – The City has issued all city permits and salvage has begun.  
HEARING: none
NEW BUSINESS
Discuss Zoning Changes

Staff asked the Commission to continue their discussion on the zoning for the hospital site, changes to industrial zoning on the surrounding land, what zoning for the land currently zoned medical services.

The Commission reviewed the language of the Medical Services District and the consensus was that there should be no changes.

Motion P Spartz, second L Gafkjen to change the zoning of the medical campus site from Industrial to Medical Services and authorize staff to set a Public Hearing.  Motion carried 4-0.

The Commission next reviewed the language of the Business service District and the consensus was there was no need for changes.

Motion P Spartz, second L Gafkjen to change the zoning of the properties along Highway 23, including both Gateway properties currently zoned Medical Services to Highway Business and authorizes staff to set a Public Hearing.  Motion carried 4-0.

Motion A Spartz, second L Gafkjen to change the zoning of the remaining properties currently zoned Medical Services to Single Family PUD and authorizes staff to set a Public Hearing.  Motion carried 4-0.

The discussion then started on the how the zoning of the land surrounding the hospital site, including land currently in the township should be modified to reflect specific uses compatible to the hospital site.

The general consensus is that the property should stay zoned Industrial but identify those traits or concerns from development which may have a negative impact on the medical campus.  They reviewed the Industrial zoning language from Pine City and Hinckley.
The Commission felt that the City should expand the zoning district purpose statement to reflect the specific goals of what kinds of development would be considered appropriate.  They thought the Pine City approach gave direction to development while allowing flexibility on the part of the City and Commission in siting different uses.   

The also reviewed the uses in the district and felt that some such as mining and gravel operations should not be included and that others should be made more generic rather than listing specific manufacturing uses.  There should be a modification of the types of outdoor recreation facilities would be acceptable.  There should be limitation considered on any hazardous materials nearby or uses that generate unusual odors, noise etc. 
They also discussed whether or not the more southerly parcels should perhaps allow heavier industrial uses especially as there is the possibility of a rail spur. 

The consensus of the Commission is to have staff draft a new purpose statement; propose changes to the uses; and suggest how we might differentiate between uses near the medical campus and those further away. 
Re-use of EDA land

Staff asked that this be deferred to a future meeting. 
OTHER: none
ADJOURN
Motion A Spartz, second P Spartz to adjourn the meeting at 7:53. Motion carried 4-0.
Minutes by Sam Griffith

