PARK AND RECREATION COMMISSION

MINUTES

April 8, 2014
Members present: Barsness, Buzo, Dybvig, Franklin, White 
Staff: Griffith
Guests: Wayne Oak,  

Barsness called the meeting to order at 7:03 am

Motion Dybvig, second White to approve the agenda. Motion carried 4-0.

Motion Franklin, second White to approve the March minutes. Motion carried 5-0.

Update

Robinson Park

The Request for Proposal (RFP) is completed and will be released this week.  The RFP is being sent to qualified contractors to do the Management Plan and the removal of the invasive species.   
Staff has found volunteers, the Quarry Lions, to help replant along the river bank.  The date is Friday the 30th of May.  

The City has submitted a community service project to the FCI for additional picnic tables and benches.
Continuing Business - Planning for 2015

Train Park - Building

Representatives of the Quality of Life Task Force expressed interested in a building and passed along the costs estimates from Lamperts for materials.

There was extended discussion about where the building should be located as issues of access and providing utilities are dependent on the location.
   Topography affects the location.

   How handle run-off needs to be considered.

   Access via BNSF property.

   Relocating of the gazebo needs to be considered.  

   Proximity ot picnic shelter needs to be considered.

How would this building impact the park?

   More use as groups would have access to kitchen facilities.

   More use means higher maintenance costs.

   More use means need to consider adding a bathroom.

   Lack of parking for events. 

Other issues discussed were making more of the park accessible.

How could more use be translated into more customers for local business.

What is impact on Quarry Days?

The conclusion is that this is a worthy project and needs further exploration.  Possible areas will be staked on to help members visual the extent of the building.  Members to be notified when stakes are set.
Priority List
The first priority list was reviewed.  The intent is to present a list of projects to the Council in mid-July for consideration.

The top four parks to be looked at are Robinson, Angle, Train and Johnson with Lions Hill a close 5th.   Several Johnson Park and Lions Hill activities are maintenance.  

Discussion was should maintenance items be included in the funding request or should there be a separate request for more dollars going into the Park account?
The top three most important projects were to improve the bathroom at Robinson Park, bring water and sewer to Angle Park and build a permanent food stand in Train Park.

All agreed that improvements to Robinson Park are a priority but access to Legacy Funds impacts planning and local funding.  There was a short discussion about what if any Robinson Park projects should be undertaken before Legacy Funds become available.   

Motion White, second Dybvig to request that the City Council hire a part time summer person dedicated only to parks with an emphasis on Robinson Park.  Motion carried 5-0. 

Consensus was to remind the City to have preliminary engineering and a cost estimate done on providing water and sewer to the building in Angle Park.

NEW BUSINESS:  none
TREE BOARD
The trees in the parking area will be marked when snow depth allows.
Adjournment

Motion Franklin, second White to adjourn the meeting at 8:53 am.  Motion approved 5-0.

Minutes by

Sam Griffith

