PARK AND RECREATION COMMISSION

MINUTES

March 11, 2014
Members present: Barsness, Buzo, Dybvig, Franklin, White 
Staff: Griffith and Rene Stadin
Barsness called the meeting to order at 7:05 am

Motion Dybvig, second White to approve the agenda. Motion carried 5-0.

Motion Buzo, second Dybvig Kern to approve the February minutes. Motion carried 5-0.

Update

Robinson Park

The Request for Proposal (RFP) is being developed to send to qualified contractors to do the Management Plan and the removal of the invasive species.   This should be completed shortly.
Staff has found volunteers, the Quarry Lions, to help replant along the river bank.  We are looking at Friday the 30th of May.  This will allow us to complete this project and file the final insurance report.

The winter count is completed and we are awaiting a tabulation.
The Checkpoint Minnesota program was successful with Robinson Park being the outstate site with the most visits.   Staff handed out a compilation from the sponsors on visitors and how they communicated with each other.
The amended Management Plan for Banning State Park which will allow some climbing and bouldering is up for public comment this Thursday at 6 pm at the East Central School.
Information from the two Duluth conventions Sandstone was present at revealed that a lot of people from the north are interested in visiting this area and that the number one question was about camping opportunities.

The Greater MN Regional Parks & Trails Coalition had its quarterly ITV meeting and identified the DNR list of regional parks and trails as the preferred list.  Robinson Park and the Junction Trail are listed as parks and trails of regional significance on this list.

Continuing Business - Planning for 2015

Angle Park

BNSF sent a response that they are not interested in selling the park to the City.  There was a discussion about whether or not the Commission should proceed with any improvements at all in the park.

Motion Dybvig, second Barsness to have staff get cost estimates for water and sewer connections for Angle Park.  Motion approved 5-0.

Train Park - Building
The Quality of Life Task Force is interested in a building and got estimates from Lamperts for materials.
The Commission reviewed some of the issues it had discussed and feels it is best to ask members of the Quality of Life Task Force to come to the next Park meeting.

Robinson Park

All agreed that improvements to Robinson Park are a priority but access to Legacy Funds will impact planning and local funding.  There was a short discussion about what to do in Robinson before Legacy Funds become available.   

Motion White, second Dybvig to direct staff to send out the list of projects to each member, have the members prioritize the projects within each park and then prioritize the parks and return to City Hall before the next meeting.  Motion carried 5-0. 

NEW BUSINESS:  none
TREE BOARD
Although the Commission has not heard back from Happyland Trees they will mark those trees that need to be removed.
Adjournment

Motion Franklin, second Dybvig to adjourn the meeting at 7:55 am.  Motion approved 5-0.

Minutes by

Sam Griffith

