PARK AND RECREATION COMMISSION

MINUTES

February 11, 2014
Members present: Barsness, Dybvig, Kern, Sanford 
Staff: Griffith and Rene Stadin
Barsness called the meeting to order at 7:05 am

Motion Dybvig, second Kern to approve the agenda. Motion carried 4-0.

Motion Dybvig, second Kern to approve the December minutes. Motion carried 4-0.

Update

Robinson Park

Work on the Conservation Partners grant agreement is proceeding.  A Request for Proposal (RFP) is being developed to send to qualified contractors to do the Management Plan and the removal of the invasive species.

If the project proceeds on the proposed timeline, the City will qualify for a grant from the St Croix River Association to do plantings along the river to replace the invasive species.

Staff talked about the winter count.  There are two weeks left. 

The summer count statistics indicated Robinson Park has 47,000 visitors.  This is more than 25% of state parks get.  The City hops the winter count will be enough to get Robinson Park listed as a park of regional significance.

The Checkpoint Minnesota scavenger program was successful with Robinson Park being one of the ten sites statewide.  There were a lot of favorable comments received about the park.

Life to the Max did another clip now on YouTube on IceFest and climbing in Robinson.
Work is continuing on updating the management plan for Banning State Park.  The new plan would allow some climbing and bouldering. The City has provided information to the DNR about our climbing regulations and plan.   The City encouraged the DNR to create a small number of primitive camp sites on the Johnson property and to make sure there special activities permit would allow some festival type activities.

Continuing Business - Planning for 2015

The goal is to have a plan to present to the Council in July of 2014 for funds in the 2015 budget.  
All agreed that the acquisition of Angle Park and the development of a sanitary connection and a water connection should be a separate project.  
All agreed that improvements to Robinson Park are a priority. The parallel effort is to get Legacy Funds for Robinson Park which would impact planning and local funding.  There was a discussion about what planning to do in Robinson before Legacy Funds become available.   

Should the City invest more funds in the Rec Area knowing that an expansion is going to require extending utilities to the site.

A suggestion would be to use some of the funds to do a number of maintenance activities such as those listed for Johnson Park and Lions Hill.  Perhaps the Lions Club will take on the needed work at Lions Hill.

Perhaps some of the logging money should be used to make improvements to the KREEC building so that it could be moved to another location.

Homework assignment

a. Any project missing from the list?

b. Do a preliminary priority of projects

c. Determine which activities should get cost estimates done
NEW BUSINESS:  none
OTHER: none
Adjournment

Motion Dybvig, second Kern to adjourn the meeting at 7:55 am.  Motion approved 4-0.

Minutes by

Sam Griffith

