PARK AND RECREATION COMMISSION

MINUTES

December 10, 2013
Members present: Barsness, Buzo, Franklin, Dybvig, White 
Staff: Griffith and Rene Stadin
Dybvig called the meeting to order at 7:10 am

Motion White, second Franklin to approve the agenda. Motion carried 4-0.

Motion White, second Buzo Kern to approve the November minutes. Motion carried 4-0.

Update

Robinson Park

City has applied to participate in an Invasive Species Blitz through the U of M Extension service.  The program, if accepted, would bring a group to Robinson Park for a one day intensive clean-up of garlic mustard.  No word yet.
Staff talked about the winter count.  A sign-up sheet was passed around.  Staff will send out as pdf.  Volunteers are needed.
Barsness reminded everyone that this weekend is IceFest.

The Conservation Partners grant agreement has been signed and planning will beginning shortly for 2014 work.

Member White had asked about an overall plan for tree and brush cutting.  Staff reported they had double checked with MN Historical Society who stated that as this is an industrial site and that the removal of trees and brush is not an issue keeping in mind the DNR requirements for the Wild and Scenic Kettle River.  Still, there should be a more defined plan for tree and brush removal.  Griffith and Barsness will put together a plan.
Continuing Business - Planning for 2015

The goal is to have a plan to present to the Council in July of 2014 for funds in 2015 budget.  The parallel effort is to get Legacy Funds for Robinson Park which would impact planning and local funding. 
All agreed that the acquisition of Angle Park and the development of a sanitary connection and a water connection should be a separate project.  Staff to get infrastructure cost estimates. Staff reported that initial contact had been made with the real estate firm representing BNSF and they saw no problem and would send up the line for approval.  No timeframe.
Staff also reported a discussion with Essentia about a trail system at the new campus site.  
There were several new ideas and improvements suggested including:
Johnson Park

     Create some kind of shade at the shelter; maintenance of basketball court and the wood ship level in the play area; planting some trees for shade.
Lions Hill

     Redo the skating rink to level it out
Staff will redo improvement list and send out as pdf.
NEW BUSINESS:  none
OTHER

There was a question about who owned the land the Welcome to Sandstone sign and plantings located on at the triangle of 23 and 123. There was concern about loss or disturbance with the Casey’s development. Staff said it was on MNDOT right of way but would check again.

TREE BOARD 

There was a brief discussion about tree removal and plantings at the City parking lot.  Member White will follow up in the new year with Happyland and will look at native species pine for replanting.   Members asked how much money the Tree Board has.  Staff will report back on funds available.
Adjournment

Motion Buzo, second White adjourn the meeting at 8:10 am.  Motion approved 5-0.

Minutes by

Sam Griffith

