PARK AND RECREATION COMMISSION

MINUTES

October 8, 2013
Members present: Barsness, Franklin, Kern, White
Staff: Griffith 
Barsness called the meeting to order at 7:05 am

Motion Kern, second White to approve the agenda. Motion carried 4-0.

Motion White, second Barsness to approve the August minutes. Motion carried 4-0.

Continuing Business 

Updates
Robinson Park – Community Partners Grant

The contractor has completed the project and the only remaining activity is to install an informational sign.  The contractor will be retuning in the spring to monitor the project.

Community Partners Grant 2

City has submitted a new application for $ 50,000 for a multi-year effort to remove invasive species from the park.  City match is 10%.

Greater MN Regional Parks & Trails

Staff thanked the Commission for their efforts to do visitor counts and surveys.  We are planning for a similar count in the winter.
Event
The MN Climbers Association will hold an event and fund raiser on October 19 & 20.  This Climbing Fest will feature a number of activities including a slip line across the river.

Other

Staff had a survey done of the area north of Angle Park which shows that the Angle Street right of way is 100 feet and there is at least fifty feet behind the curb that is right of way and therefore a sewer line could be installed without needing BNSF permission.

Motion Kern, second Franklin to request the City to consider the purchase of Angle Park.  Motion carried 4-0. 

Discussion continued on the development of a permanent building for Train Park.  Issues related to this include access to water and sanitary and access to the buildings. Another factor is locating a building in the park reduces the open space for events and activities but could increase the use of the park.  Would this necessitate moving the gazebo?   Should a bathroom with running water be built also?
The Lions Club is considering a project to do improvements to the chalet on Lions Hill.  They have not yet decided if they will organize a work crew or provide funds to have some of the work done.  

Some local individuals are looking at locations for an RV park.  RV camping is needed but finding a good location that provides an amenity that will bring campers is the issue.
Planning for 2015

The Commission began discussion about additional improvements to each of the parks.  The goal is to have a plan to present to the Council in July of 2014 for funds in 2015 budget.

The parallel effort to get Legacy Funds for Robinson Park will effect planning and local funding. 
All agreed that the priority is to acquire Angle Park so that future improvements can be done without having to worry about BNSF.

There began a general discussion about possible projects.  Members reviewed lists from 2007 and 2008 of possible actions.

Ideas

Robinson Park

    Hot and cold running water and a shower at bathroom

    Swing set

Angle Park

     Connect bathroom to sanitary

     Picnic shelter

     Horseshoe pits 
     Water to bathroom

Johnson Park

      Sand volleyball court

      Larger picnic shelter

      Blacktop underneath shelter

Rec Area

     Sand volleyball courts

Train Park

     Bathrooms

     Kitchen units

Members were asked to visit each park before the snow flies and think about what improvements would be good investments.

NEW BUSINESS  - none
Adjournment

Motion White, second Franklin to adjourn the meeting at 7:55 am.  Motion approved 4-0.

Minutes by

Sam Griffith

