PARK AND RECREATION COMMISSION

MINUTES

June 11, 2013
Members present: Barsness, Buzo, Dybvig, Franklin, Kern, White, Wilcox
Staff: Griffith 
Barsness called the meeting to order at 7:02 am

Motion Dybvig, second White to approve the agenda. Motion carried 7-0.

Motion Kern, second Buzo to approve the April minutes. Motion carried 7-0.

Continuing Business 

Updates
Invasive Species Grant

This particular grant is completed.  A lot of invasive species was removed but there was no spraying and no garlic mustard removal.    Staff needs to complete grant paperwork by end of June.
Robinson Park – Community Partners Grant

The City has been awarded a grant for the next phase of the bank stabilization project in Robinson Park.  The contracts are ready and Soil and Water have approved the cost share agreement.
Robinson Park - Conservation Partners Grant

The City will participate with the St Croix River Association is a project using federal Forest Service grant to do plantings along the Kettle in the area cleared of invasive species. The contract has visited the site and is preparing a proposal.  Needs to be contracted for by the end of June.

Greater MN Regional Parks & Trails

Staff reminded the Commission about the efforts to obtain funding for city parks and how the Greater MN Coalition was developing criteria for defining a park or trail of regional significance and the criteria for determining priority in funding projects.  With the Legislature passing the funding bill that sets aside 20% of the parks and trails monies for outstate MN and the second bill which establishes the Greater MN Regional Parks & Trails Commission which will set the criteria for determining which parks and trails are eligible.  The City has been involved to make sure that smaller cities, projects and parks are also considered.  Out participation will help get Robinson Park designated a park of regional significance thus qualifying the park for Legacy Fund moneys reserved for outstate parks.   
The next step is to do visitor counts and surveys to establish who uses the park, when it is used and where they come from.  Volunteers are needed for two hour shifts.  Anyone who as done  any o the survey work so far has been surprised by the number of visitors and the many places from which they are coming.

Staff will send out further information to Commission members so they can better familiarize themselves with this effort.

Other

Projects

Community Service project for more picnic tables has been completed.  We are letting the tables age before painting.

The bathroom in the warming house was investigated and it was discovered that it empties into a barrel under the concrete floor under the Zamboni.  It will have to be removed.  There was some discussion about what to do next with various options discussed.  

The City has awarded a contract for the painting of the ice rink shack and asked the Commission for color ideas.  A sage green with a matching complementary earth brown was suggested.

The suggested locations for the fire rings were one at each picnic area and one back by the climbing area.
The camping signs are installed.

Staff updated the Commission on the concept of permanent building for cooking in the park.  The Building Official is looking at the various code requirements.  

The best location would be near the picnic shelter but the lilacs which provide a screen for the railroad would need to be removed, the bank is steep there and provide difficult access and only from RR property and there would be little room between the building and the bandshell.

Staff suggested that the Commission consider moving the bandshell to another location to provide more space for activities in Train Park.

It is a very long distance to the nearest sanitary sewer which complicates any location discussion.  Would it make sense to locate it in the parking lot?

Buzo said there are some portable arrangement that might work as an alternative. 
All agreed that providing this kind of space would make it easier for non-profits to operate activities and would increase the use of the park.

Kern asked about developing horseshoe pits in Angle Park.  He will find information on horseshoe requirements.

The Commission decided it was time to bring out the plans for park development and start looking at additional improvements to each of the parks.

It was suggested that the City put a sign on the end of the picnic shelter in Robinson Park to welcome people to the park.  Staff will talk to Lee Dybvig.

There were complaints about the condition of the bathroom in Robinson Park.   It smells like it hasn’t been pumped out and has not been swept.  There was a discussion about City staff responsibility and hiring a specific person to maintain parks especially Robinson.

Tree Board
Franklin and White have talked to Happyland about species and costs.  Planting would be done in the fall.  No estimates are yet available.
Adjournment

Motion White, second Buzo to adjourn the meeting at 8:25 am.  Motion approved 7-0.

Minutes by

Sam Griffith

