PARK AND RECREATION COMMISSION

MINUTES

April 9, 2013
Members present: Barsness, Buzo, Dybvig, Franklin, Kern, Wilcox
Staff: Griffith 
Barsness called the meeting to order at 7:04 am

Motion Franklin, second Dybvig to approve the agenda. Motion carried 6-0.

Motion Kern, second Dybvig to approve the January minutes. Motion carried 6-0.

Continuing Business 

Updates
Invasive Species Grant

There will be a Phase 2 clean out day in the spring to work on removing garlic mustard. 
City is looking for volunteers and groups now for this spring activity.

City has hired someone to clean out the area north of the canoe landing and east of the trail.  This is done and awaiting the spraying of roots.
The City was notified that additional funds are available and will have the same contractor cut the central area and have the roots sprayed.

Robinson Park - Community Partners Grant

The City will participate with the St Croix River Association is a project using federal Forest Service grant to do plantings along the Kettle in the area cleared of invasive species. They have some funding remaining that needs to be spent by the end of June and this project meets their criteria.  They are talking to local nurseries about trees and shrubs.  The grant amount is $ 6,000 with no match.

Robinson Park – Community Partners Grant

The City has been awarded a grant for the next phase of the bank stabilization project in Robinson Park.  

Clean-Up Day

Clean-Up Day is Saturday May 4.  This may conflict with PaddleFest.

Greater MN Regional Parks & Trails

Staff updated Commission members on the City’s participation in the Greater Minnesota Regional Park and Trails organization.  This will help our ability to get Robinson Park designated a park of regional significance thus qualifying the park for Legacy Fund moneys reserved for outstate parks.   The lobbyists are using Robinson Park as an example.
Members were asked to visit the website and familiarize themselves with the program.    

Other

Projects

Community Service project for more picnic tables has been approved by the FCI.
Staff is preparing quotes for the painting of the ice rink shack and is talking to a contractor about determining what kind of toilet facility there used to be in the building.

New projects

Commission member Dybvig suggested placing fire rings in areas in Robinson Park to allow campfires.

Members were directed to visit the park and identify locations.

Tree Board
Staff showed the members the drawings from 1995 and the Lundorff drawing for the parking lot.

The next step is to identify which trees to remove and to determine what kind of tree to plant as a replacement.  It was suggested that all trees be native species.  The question then becomes when to plant and it was felt that fall would be best.
Franklin and White will talk to Happyland about species and costs and scheduling them to plant.

Adjournment

Motion Franklin, second Wilcox to adjourn the meeting at 7:59 am.  Motion approved 6-0.

Minutes by

Sam Griffith

