PARK AND RECREATION COMMISSION

MINUTES

February 23, 2015
Members present: Barsness, Baum, M Franklin, White 
Staff: Griffith
Guests:  Jason Amberg, Candace Amberg
              Carl Steffen, Leonard Bonander, Tim Franklin, Phill Kester, Pete Spartz    

Barsness called the meeting to order at 6:30 am

Motion White, second Barsness to approve the agenda. Motion carried 4-0.

SPECIAL ITEMS
Council set a Workshop date to meet with the Commission and WSB & Associates to discuss their proposal for updating the Robinson Park Master Plan.   The Commission had selected WSB from three applicants for this presentation.
WSB introduced themselves and provided information on their background and qualifications and the qualifications of others in the firm who will be part of the project team through a power point presentation.

They talked about their experience and success, awards received and who were some of their other clients.
They then talked about the process they would use to create the vision, research and analyze the data and then establish guidelines for proceeding.   There was also discussion about community involvement and at what stages that should occur.  There was a consensus that there should be an early stakeholder meeting to help provide direction.

The process then continues with developing the ecological stewardship plan and necessary management guidelines.

The next step is to draft an amended plan for review, address the requirements of the GMNRPTC and establish the prioritization and phasing of the project.  This results in a final amended plan for approval and adoption.

The schedule would be to kick off in March, do research in April and May, do site review in May and June, draft the plan in July and present final plan for approval in September.

The Commission members posed several questions regarding the ability of WSB to meet costs and time estimates.  There was also some discussion about how developing projects in a national historic site and next to a Wild and Scenic river will help or challenge the planning and there was a discussion about how WSB will direct or participate in determining the direction of the plans and projects..
NEW BUSINESS  
Recommendation to City Council
As a result of the presentation by WSB & Associates, the Commission needs to decide if it wishes to make a recommendation to the Council on hiring WSB & Associates.

Motion White, second Franklin to recommend to the City Council that they hire WSB & Associates to undertake the updating of the Master Plan for Robinson Park with an additional Community Meeting added to the contract.  Motion carried 4-0. 

Adjournment

Motion White, second Franklin to adjourn the meeting at 7:29 am.  Motion approved 4-0.

Minutes by

Sam Griffith

