PARK AND RECREATION COMMISSION

MINUTES

November 14, 2014
Members present: Barsness, Dybvig, Franklin, White 
Staff: Griffith
Guests:  none
Barsness called the meeting to order at 7:20 am

Motion Dybvig, second White to approve the agenda. Motion carried 4-0.

Motion White, second Franklin to approve the October 14 and October 22 minutes. Motion carried 4-0.

Update

Robinson Park – amending Master Plan
The City Council did not accept the proposal presented to update the Master Plan and directed staff to prepare a Request for Proposal for interested firms.  RFP will go the Council for approval on the 19th.

Grant writing

Staff asked if there was interest in having a grant writing class presented where they could learn how to write grants. There are a number of smaller grants available for which the Commission could apply.  There was interest on the part of several members.

Concession Building

The contractors that staff has been working with have been so busy that there is no information to present.

Ice Rink building
Some of the suggested improvements have been made.  Staff has not been to building since last week and asked if members would visit and identify any additional work needed.

Policy – commercial use of Robinson Park

Staff explained that some groups and outfitters are using Robinson Park for commercial purposes, i.e. charging people to come to the park for a training or activity etc.  The policy would address the concern that if the City is going to provide and maintain the asset, then those using the park for profit purposes should pay some fee to help support the park.

The Commission had a short discussion and agreed that some sort of policy should be developed.  This will be a discussion item on the next agenda.

Robinson Park Improvements

Staff asked Commission members to review the list of projects and improvements as this is the list that will be provided to the firm updating the Master Plan.   Comments are due Thursday of next week.

.
NEW BUSINESS:  
Clean Water cost sharing grant
The City has done several Clean Water grants with Pine Soil and Water.  All projects are efforts to improve water quality.   The next logical project is to develop ways to divert water runoff from Wagon Bridge Road and the parking lot from running off directly into the river, doing some additional work with plantings and rocks to keep people from the river bank, and to undertake more native plantings to further stabilize the river bank.
Motion White, second Dybvig to recommend that the City Council apply for a Clean Water cost share grant from Pine Soil and Water for the above named projects.  Approved 4-0.
TREE BOARD
The trees in the parking area have been removed but not the stumps.
Motion White, second Dybvig to have the stumps removed and to order three (3) seven foot Meyers pine from HappyLand for planting in the spring.  Motion carried 4-0.
Adjournment

Motion White, second Dybvig to adjourn the meeting at 8:50 am.  Motion approved 4-0.

Minutes by

Sam Griffith

