PARK AND RECREATION COMMISSION

MINUTES

October 14, 2014
Members present: Barsness, Beauregard, Franklin, White 
Staff: Griffith
Guests:  Jody Rooney, Kathy O’Connell
Barsness called the meeting to order at 7:12 am

Motion White, second Franklin to approve the agenda. Motion carried 4-0.

Motion White, second Franklin to approve the July minutes. Motion carried 4-0.

Update

Robinson Park - Park of Regional Significance

Staff directed members to the packet item with the application to the GMRPTC to classify Robinson Park as a park of regional significance.

Invasive Species project

Staff pointed out the   Annual Report submitted on progress of the three year grant.
Special Item
Robinson Park – amending Master Plan
Now that request for designation of Robinson Park has been submitted, the next step is to update the Master Plan to meet the Commission requirements.
Jody Rooney and Kathy O’Connell discussed with the Commission that the existing Master Plan is very good and will only require some changes to discuss current uses and what is required by the GRMPT Commission to qualify to apply for Legacy Funds.
Some of the additions needed include the regional context of the park, collaboration efforts within the park, users and trends using the surveys already done.  There also needs to be a series of maps and drawings to show existing conditions; historic features, etc. and a drawing(s) to show future developments conceptually. 
There was an extended discussion about what the Commission would actually get for the dollars requested.  The Commission also wanted to make sure that ideas for future projects in the park get included in the plan so that true planning for a funding request can be made.
The process does require contacting user groups and then a public meeting for review before going to the Council for approval.

The consensus was the Commission had a better understanding of the contract costs by a having a clearer picture of what is required to make the Master Plan comply with Commission requirements and that the costs reflect the amount of work and effort necessary to create the required drawings and wordage.   There was still some concern about the cost but there was more comfort from understanding what was needed. 
The consultants were asked to revise the proposal to cover the discussion and to make sure the Commission ideas for projects are included.

The Park Commission agreed to meet on Wednesday, October 22 from 7 to 9 at Jan and Gary’s to develop a list of future projects and ideas for the park for inclusion in the plan. 
.
NEW BUSINESS:  
Policy regarding commercial use of Robinson Park
Staff explained that some groups and outfitters are using Robinson Park for commercial purposes, i.e. charging people to come to the park for a training or activity etc.  The policy would address the concern that if the City is going to provide and maintain the asset, then those using the park for profit purposes should pay some fee to help support the park.
This will continue on the agenda.

TREE BOARD
The trees in the parking area have been removed.   Staff will notify Streets & Parks to remove the stumps.  Once stump removal is arranged, the replacement trees will be ordered.
Adjournment

Motion White, second Barsness to adjourn the meeting at 8:45 am.  Motion approved 4-0.

Minutes by

Sam Griffith

