PARK AND RECREATION COMMISSION

MINUTES

June 10, 2014
Members present: Barsness, Dybvig, Franklin, White 
Staff: Griffith
Guests: none  

Barsness called the meeting to order at 7:05 am

Motion Dybvig, second White to approve the agenda. Motion carried 4-0.

Motion Franklin, second Dybvig to approve the April minutes. Motion carried 4-0.

Update

Robinson Park

The contract has been approved with Boreal Natives to undertake the invasive species removal project.  We are awaiting the return of a signed contract.   
A group of Lions from around the county came to Robinson Park on Friday the 30th to replant along the riverbank.  City provided lunch.  The International Lions sent a film crew from Chicago.
City has hired someone for 10 hours a week primarily in Robinson Park.

Continuing Business - Planning for 2015

Staff shared the three ballpark estimates from the engineer.

Robinson Park improvements are a priority but access to Legacy Funds impacts planning and local funding.  There was a short discussion and consensus that running water to the bathroom should be done.  The estimate is $ 8,000 if no rock excavation needs to be done.
Staff reported on a meeting of the Greater MN Parks & Trails Commission and the steps necessary to get Robinson Park vetted as a park of regional significance and how they proposed handling applications for funds to be available in FY 2016.    Big picture would be connecting Banning and Robinson; trail along the Kettle from Banning to St Croix State Park; internal park improvements for climbing.
A staffing suggestion was hiring college students in the summer and providing them scholarship money. 

Angle Park is a dilemma.  We have a lot already invested in the park but BNSF has refused to sell us the land and we are operating under an annual lease which cost us $ 1,961 this year.  Do we make the additional investment of $ 36,000 not counting any improvement work inside the building to extend the utilities to the building?    

If we do so we need to consider how we would staff the facility to justify the cost of adding the utilities.   
Train Park improvement through adding a building with kitchen facilities and vendor space would mean $ 19,000 in costs to extend a water line and to install a holding tank.  
The only other estimate is a material estimate for a certain size building but that does not include the slab or any improvements to the space.  Those other costs need to be ballparked.  There was a discussion about Department of Health requirements.  Those are available online.
The possible location will be staked today for viewing.  We will ask the Quality of Life Committee to send representatives to the next meeting.
Homework
Ideas for big picture Robinson Park projects

Prioritize smaller projects from Priority List to include in request

Big three projects – Robinson Park water to bathroom is top priority

    Train Park – visit area to be staked; layout, equipment, etc

    Angle – do we make the investment? and is there need to hire staff? 

.
NEW BUSINESS:  
The Commission needs two new members.  Ads were place in the Courier.
TREE BOARD
The trees in the parking area will be marked for removal.
Adjournment

Motion Dybvig, second Franklin to adjourn the meeting at 8:40 am.  Motion approved 4-0.

Minutes by

Sam Griffith

