SANDSTONE CITY COUNCIL

REGULAR MEETING
May 16, 2012
CALL TO ORDER

Mayor called the meeting to order at 7:00 p.m.
ROLL CALL

Members present:        Tauer, Kester, Atterbury, Stadin, Bonander 

Members absent:         none
Staff present:               Administrator Griffith, Recording Secretary Hormillosa, 
                                    Hormillosa, CATV

Others present:
John Kern, Mary Thorvig, Jill Warner, Steph Griffith, Jeanne Coffey, Nathan Frazer, Tim Franklin, Rose Spencer
PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE

Staff and members recited the Pledge of Allegiance.

ADDITIONS OR CORRECTIONS TO THE AGENDA

Motion Bonander, second Stadin to approve the agenda for May 16 with the addition of Library Board Request. Motion carried 5-0.
SPECIAL ITEMS OF BUSINESS

Library Board request
Nathan Frazer and Jeanne Coffey came before the Council to request that the City allow the Library Board to work with an architect as they search for new space for the Library and will not qualify for a State grant unless they are working with an architect. They suggested that they seek a proposal from Mike Fisher, who has worked with the City previously. 
Motion Bonander, second Kester to allow the Library Board to seek a proposal from Mike Fisher to present to the Council. Motion carried 5-0.
Insurance

Jill Warner presented the City’s new insurance policy with LMCIT. She highlighted the changes in the renewal: 25,000 for a Fire Department Truck will be added and 34,000 for the Salt Shed will be added.  
Motion Kester, second Stadin renew workers compensation coverage, renew LMICT insurance package, approve liability coverage and not waive limits, and to approve no fault sewer back-up coverage. Motion carried 5-0. 
Golf Course

Rose Spencer reported that her financing for purchasing the Golf Course has been approved. 
PETITIONS OR COMPLAINTS

John Kern noted that there had been some tables overturned at the park. Tim Franklin mentioned that the lights had been off on the East side of Main Street. Tauer reminded the public of the Veterans 8th annual golf tournament on Memorial Day. She also added that the Neighborhood Watch is having their block party in the Train Park. Bonander noted that Paddle Fest had been a week ago and that over a hundred people came. He added that Quarry Days is coming up and that the Chamber is interviewing a coordinator. 
APPROVAL OF MEETING MINUTES

Motion Bonander, second Tauer to approve the meeting minutes for May 2, with the following corrections: change members absent to include Atterbury, and under New Business-Chamber Request, change vote from 4-0 to 3-0 as Bonander recused himself. Motion carried 5-0. 
PUBLIC HEARING

There was none.
CONSENT AGENDA

Motion Stadin, second Tauer to accept the consent agenda as follows: 9A-Approve Special Event permit for June 1-3 for Rapid Riders at Robinson Park subject to all ordinance requirements and approve overnight camping, 9B-Authorize grant application to the Initiative Foundation for the Thriving Communities program, 9C-Indicate willingness to enter into a bilateral written contract with the FCI for Sewage Disposal and Storm Water services. Motion carried 5-0. 
FINANCE OFFICER’S REPORT
Motion Bonander, second Kester to approve and pay claims in the amount of $17,261.55. Motion carried 5-0. 
The Finance Officer provided the Cash Balance, Revenue and Expenditures report from the month of April.
OLD & CONTINUING BUSINESS

Pine Avenue estimates
SEH prepared a cost estimate for the repair of one block of Pine Avenue, from First Street to Highway 123. The estimate was more than SEH had expected, and will cost more than the City has budgeted for Street Work for 2012. Staff is suggesting that it be included in the discussion of the Capital Improvements Plan.

Motion Bonander, second Atterbury to add the Pine Avenue Street Project to the Capital Improvements Plan. Motion carried 5-0.
Capital Improvements-I & I

The Council and the engineer have determined that certain lines should be televised to determine which lines are in greater need of repair so that the City could make a prioritized list. It has been estimated that 15,000 feet will need televising. PeopleService received two quotes, one from Infratech and one from Ritter & Ritter.  

Motion Bonander, second Kester to contract with Infratech to perform television up to 15,000 lineal feet as determined by PeopleService and SEH. Motion carried 5-0. 

PUBLIC HEARING – Deer Control 2012
Motion by Bonander, second by Stadin to open the Public Hearing.  Motion approved 5-0. Hearing opened at 7:23

Staff presented background information on the proposed rules for the 2012 archery hunt for deer in the city limit.  There were no changes from 2011.

There was no public comment.

Motion Bonander, second Kester to close the Public Hearing.  Motion carried 5-0.

Hearing closed at 7:30.

NEW BUSINESS

Deer control for 2012

The City will have Sandstone listed in the DNR regulations identifying it as a location at which archery hunting is allowed. The City’s program allows archery hunting on certain public and private lands within the City limits. The City is required to hold a Public Hearing before it approves the official rules and regulations for the hunt.

Motion Kester, second Stadin to set the rules and regulations for the 2012 Deer Control Program in Sandstone as presented. Motion carried 5-0.

Capital Improvements-Class V

The Council has $12,000 budgeted for Class V improvements in the community. The City has a rotating list of Class V projects-this year the list of projects includes Hoover, Jefferson, Spring and Larson (easement off Grouse St). The City received four quotes for these projects.

Motion Bonander, second Atterbury to authorize a contract with Rydberg and Sons to perform the Class V work as listed. Motion carried 5-0. 

Old Military Road

The Council has budgeted $12,000 for Class V improvements in the Community. Part of these funds will be used in the regular Class V rotation. Old Military Road, from the Airport Road southward, has always been an issue. Sandstone Township is proposing to provide and haul red rock for that stretch and to grade it in place for the City. 

Motion Bonander, second Kester to agree to spend money in the Capital Projects Fund to pay for red rock on a portion of Old Military Road. Motion carried 5-0.
Fee Dispute Resolution Committee

The Council has adopted a policy to handle disputes of fees charged by the City. These are primarily related to fire call fees. The policy calls the Fee Dispute Resolution Committee to meet when the owner is not satisfied with the Administrator’s decision. This particular fee dispute is from an individual who was charged for traffic control when his car (with several others) went into the ditch on the Interstate.  He felt the fee had been forced on him. The individual has appealed the decision of the committee to the Council. Staff has included copies of the written materials of this appeal. 

Motion Bonander, second Stadin to deny Mr. Barrell’s request. Motion carried 5-0. 

History Center

The furnace at the Art & History Center has reached that stage in life where it is neither dependable nor efficient. An energy audit identified furnace replacement as a major improvement. Since the City owns the Art & History Center, they are responsible for this. Two quotes were received by the Center for the Council’s consideration. 

Consensus was to defer any decision until the next meeting.

Stop sign

The Council has the ability to post and sign streets. There is a request to place a 30 miles per hour speed limit sign on the east side of Old Military Road at the City limits, near Lee Greenly’s driveway, and another one on the west side of Old Military Road at its intersection with Airport Road as many vehicles heading south pick up sped when they leave the pavement and many do not slow down when they come into town until they are near the cemetery. 

Motion Stadin, second Kester to install two 30 mile per hour speed limit signs on the east side of Old Military Road near Lee Greenly’s driveway, and on the west side near the intersection with the Airport Road. Motion carried 5-0. 
REPORTS

Motion Bonander, second Tauer to accept the reports as follows:  Summary of paid claims, Park & Recreation Commission minutes-May 8. Motion carried 5-0. 
WRITTEN NOTICES AND COMMUNICATIONS

The City received a note from a woman thanking the Fire Department for distinguishing a fire on her property.
ADMINISTRATOR’S REPORT

There is an LMC land use online training and a Thriving Communities training on June 5 at the Senior Center at 5 p.m. Staff provided an Ehlers market update and noted that the southbound Interstate ramp at Sandstone will close on June 4 for 18 calendar days, and then the Banning southbound ramp will close. Also, the Johnson Pit will be supplying materials for a project and Eagle Drive and Old Military Road are haul-roads. 
ADJOURN

Motion Kester, second Tauer to adjourn at 8:03 p.m. Motion carried 5-0.
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