SANDSTONE CITY COUNCIL

REGULAR MEETING

February 1, 2012

CALL TO ORDER

Mayor called the meeting to order at 7:10 p.m.

ROLL CALL

Members present:        Tauer, Kester, Atterbury, Stadin, Bonander 

Members absent:         none

Staff present:               Administrator Griffith, Recording Secretary Hormillosa, 

                                    Hormillosa, CATV

Others present:
Tim Franklin, Robin Cole, John Kern

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE

Staff and members recited the Pledge of Allegiance.

ADDITIONS OR CORRECTIONS TO THE AGENDA

Motion Bonander, second Tauer to approve the agenda for February 1, with the addition of 9C-Special Legislation for Wild River, and 9D-Approve Administrator attendance at a League conference. Motion carried 5-0. 

SPECIAL ITEMS OF BUSINESS

Pine County Sheriff

Robin Cole, Pine County Sheriff, gave the Council a report on the Pine County Sheriff’s Department. He noted that there is new management in place and that a drug task force has started. They have made several drug busts and are working on setting up a drug task force hotline. 

Stadin asked what Cole had to say about the Sheriff’s Department being on the news lately. Cole responded by saying that many things have been taken care of. He added that once they started uncovering issues, it was like pulling the thread on a sweater and more things were revealed. He assured the Council though that a lot of changes were made, and 17 new people were hired due to those changes. 

He also spoke about an effort to help local Fire Departments acquire the necessary equipment to fight any fires in the “blowdown” area in the eastern part of the County.

PETITIONS OR COMPLAINTS

Deputy Frehse gave his monthly report stating that there had been a total of 110 calls. Of these, there had been 4 alarms, 7 suspicious persons or vehicles, 7 disturbances, 32 traffic stops, 2 public assists, 1 burglary, 1 harassment, and 9 medical related. Bonander noted that there was a Chamber meeting on the 8th at the credit noon at noon. He added that there had been a huge ice climbing weekend at Robinson. 

APPROVAL OF MEETING MINUTES

Motion Kester, second Stadin to approve the meeting minutes for January 18. Motion carried 5-0. 

PUBLIC HEARING

There was none.

CONSENT AGENDA
Motion Stadin, second Kester to accept the consent agenda as follows: 9A-Authorize Administrator’s attendance at LMC Loss and Safety Control Workshop in St. Cloud on April 26, 9B-Set special meeting for Monday, February 6 at 6:30 at City Hall to consider approval of the Golf Course Purchase Agreement with Rose Spencer, 9C-Authorize the Administrator to testify regarding Special Legislation for Wild River and 9D-Authorize Administrator attendance at League Legislative Conference on Thursday, March 22 in St. Paul. Motion carried 5-0. 

FINANCE OFFICER’S REPORT

Motion Bonander, second Tauer to approve and pay claims in the amount of $165,652.91. Motion carried 5-0. 

OLD & CONTINUING BUSINESS

Fire Formula 2012

The City Council is required to hold a meeting with the township representatives to discuss the fire formula for the year. The meeting will provide information for the township boards to use in their annual meeting and budget process that takes place early in March. 

Motion Atterbury, second Tauer to set the Fire Formula meeting for February 16, 2012 at 7:00 p.m. at the Sandstone City Hall. Motion carried 5-0.

Credit card services

The public has shown interest in having the City accept credit card payments for services. Staff made inquiries with two different companies that offer credit card processing. While this service would be a convenience to customers, it would also have a cost for the City as customers cannot be charged for the cost of card processing. 

Motion Kester, second Tauer to defer any action for one year on the use of credit cards for the payment of City services. Motion carried 5-0. 

Loan agreement

The City has agreed to provide a line of credit to the North Pine Area Hospital District for transition costs, which are subject to final approval of a loan agreement. A draft agreement was prepared and reviewed by the NPAHD attorney. There are outstanding NPAHD bonds, so the language is also being reviewed by the NPAHD’s bond counsel to make sure the line of credit does not create issues with the bonds. The terms are to make the loan short term-payable back this year. 

Consensus was to make the NPAHD loan a short-term loan payable back in 2012. 
NEW BUSINESS

Animal Control Ordinance

The legislature changed the statutes regarding dangerous and potentially dangerous dogs. The City attorney has updated the City ordinance to bring it into compliance with the new statutes. The primary changes is to add a required hearing notice for both potentially dangerous and dangerous dogs. The City Attorney also prepared summary publication ordinance to adopt in conjunction with this animal control amendment. 

The question was raised as to the difference between potentially dangerous and dangerous dogs. Staff responded that once a dog has bitten and drawn blood once, the owner has a right to hearing to protest the dog being labeled as potentially dangerous. After it has been declared potentially dangerous if it bites once again it becomes dangerous. 

Motion Kester, second Bonander to adopt Ordinance 2012-03 which amends the animal control policy. Motion carried 5-0. 

Animal Control Ordinance-summary publication

The Council adopted Ordinance 2012-03 which amends the animal control policy.  This Ordinance is to allow for the summary publication of the amended ordinance. 

Motion Stadin, second Kester to adopt Ordinance 2012-04 which calls for the summary publication of the amended animal control ordinance. Motion carried 5-0. 

Golf Course-asset preservation

The Council is negotiating the sale of the Golf Course. However, they need to plan for an extended closing or if there is no sale. Staff suggested that the Council extend the groundskeeper and manager positions, and to have the course posted and fenced. Additionally, the Council will have to change the sign on Highway 23 to bring it into conformance with the City’s sign ordnance.  Staff has asked the FCI if we can transfer the signs they painted to a private owner. 

Motion Bonander, second Stadin to extend the time and salary of Deal Rolle and Steve D’Allessio to the closing date of the Golf Course and further to direct Staff to take whatever action necessary to preserve and maintain the course assets until sale. Motion carried 5-0. 

Unpaid furloughs

The Council is beginning discussions of what action to take in the event that the City loses LGA. Currently, personnel costs take up 30% of the General Fund budget. If the City has any substantial loss of LGA, the City will have to consider cost savings including personnel. The City has begun to negotiate policy language with the Union for unpaid furlough for its members. If the City has a policy that allows unpaid leave, jobs may be preserved. The policy for other employees will be based on the Union language.

No action taken. 

REPORTS

Motion Kester, second Tauer to accept the reports as follows:  Summary of paid claims. Motion carried 5-0. 

WRITTEN NOTICES AND COMMUNICATIONS

There were none.

ADMINISTRATOR’S REPORT
The City is working on a purchase agreement with Rose Spencer for the Golf Course. At the February 15 meeting there will be a Public Hearing on the Assessment of Old Military and Division Street. Fire Formula is also coming up in February. March 6 there will be a workshop with Ehlers for Wild River and on March 21 SEH will be presenting the Capital Improvements Plan costs. Also, the Fire Department did not receive the FEMA grant for the fire truck. 

ADJOURN

Motion Kester, second Tauer to adjourn at 7:53 p.m. Motion carried 5-0.
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