SANDSTONE CITY COUNCIL

REGULAR MEETING

September 7, 2011

CALL TO ORDER

Mayor called the meeting to order at 7:04 p.m.

ROLL CALL

Members present:        Tauer, Kester, Atterbury, Stadin, Bonander 

Members absent:         none

Staff present:               Administrator Griffith, Recording Secretary Hormillosa, 

                                    Hormillosa, CATV

Others present:
Tim Franklin, Rose Spencer, Dan Lang

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE

Staff and members recited the Pledge of Allegiance.

ADDITIONS OR CORRECTIONS TO THE AGENDA

Motion Bonander, second Stadin to approve the agenda for September 7, with the consensus to move Special Items of Business - 2012 Budget to the end. Motion carried 5-0.  

PETITIONS OR COMPLAINTS

Bonander noted that Robinson Park is looking nice; however, he is suggesting some kind of reflector be fixed on the abutment because several people have had near misses. 

Stadin stated that he had been approached by several citizens who alerted him to the fact that there are several off-premise signs around town. 

Stadin also asked about the gravel by the bank, and when the barriers around it would be removed. Staff responded that the City was waiting for the county to approve the removal of the barriers. 

Atterbury stated that he had received several phone calls from concerned citizens of Finlayson who had complaints about Sandstone hauling the demolished creamery to the Finlayson landfill. Staff stated, for clarification, that the Finlayson landfill has not yet been approved as a landfill and that nothing has yet been hauled away from the site. 

Rose Spencer asked how citizens were supposed to know that the Golf Course was for sale. She stated that she is interested in buying the Golf Course but had not known it was for sale. She asked if she could still make a proposal. Staff responded that the Council could accept a letter of interest but because they are currently negotiating with Mr. Greenseth, they cannot negotiate any other agreement. 

Motion Bonander, second Atterbury to accept Rose Spencer’s letter of interest in purchasing the Golf Course. Motion carried 5-0. 

APPROVAL OF MEETING MINUTES

Motion Bonander, second Tauer to approve the meeting minutes for August 16 and 17. Motion carried 5-0. 

PUBLIC HEARING

There was none.

CONSENT AGENDA

Motion Stadin, second Bonander to accept the consent agenda as follows: 9A-Accept resignation of Hank Haase from the Golf Course, 9B-Approve hire of Leigh Ann Hoss for the Golf Course, 9C-Approint Richard Drotning as the City Building Official, 9D-Approve Huebner request for a noise variance, 9E-Approve temporary liquor license for the Sportsmen’s Club, 9G-Approve special deer hunt for Banning State Park, 9H-Approve four month contract with Mora for building inspection services, 9I-Approve LuAnn Wilcox appointment to the Park and Recreation Commission, 9J-Confirm appointment of Brandon Devlin as the Rescue Officer for the Sandstone Fire and Rescue and 9K-Approve payment for Robinson Park cost share project. Motion carried 5-0. 

Motion Kester, second Atterbury to approve item 9F of the consent agenda-Approve Resolution 2011-20-premise permit for gambling. Motion carried 3-0, Bonander and Stadin recusing themselves. 

FINANCE OFFICER’S REPORT

No claims were presented. 

OLD & CONTINUING BUSINESS

Capital Improvements Plan

Staff reminded the Council members that they needed to continue to work on prioritizing all the Capital Improvement projects especially thee street projects.  

NEW BUSINESS

Law Enforcement contract

The City Council has been asked to discuss the proposed three-year law enforcement from Pine County. Currently, the City is contracting for seven hours of daily law enforcement. The Sheriff, along with the other cities in Pine County, are suggesting that the three-year contract (2012-2014) include a $.75 increase in 2012, a $1.00 increase in 2013 and a $1.00 increase in 2014. It has also been suggested that a meeting be held to formulate a policing plan. 

Motion Bonander, second Atterbury to approve the hourly rates for three years as proposed and to authorize the Mayor and the Administrator to sign the final agreement. Motion carried 5-0. 

Water and sewer rates

The Council was recently informed that the costs of operating the City’s water and sewer have increased and that the current rates do not cover the costs of debt service, repairs, and reserve requirements. Additionally, the City recently has performed a number of repairs and upgrades, which were paid for from restricted cash funds which are now used up. 

The State requires that a conservation rate structure be in place by January of 2013, which the Council approved in 2009 but has not yet implemented. Staff is suggesting that the Council put the conservation rate into action.

Motion Bonander, second Tauer to set a Public Hearing on the proposed rate increases for water and sewer to take input after the information is sent out to all the water and sewer customers. 

Motion Bonander, second Stadin to add Storm Sewer to the Public Hearing for consideration of increasing utility rates. Motion carried 5-0. 
REPORTS

Motion Bonander, second Kester to accept the reports as follows:  Summary of paid claims and the PeopleService Operations Report-August 25. Motion carried 5-0. 


WRITTEN NOTICES AND COMMUNICATIONS

There were none.

SPECIAL ITEMS OF BUSINESS

EDA Budget 2012

The EDA has requested that the City levy $ 150,000 for the debt service shortfall on the Wild River Apartments.   

Motion Bonander, second Stadin that the City levy $ 150,000 for Wild River debt service shortfall for 2012.  Motion carried 5-0.

The EDA has requested that the City levy an HRA levy on behalf of the EDA for operating funds for the EDA.  To do so the City must approve the EDA budget. 

Motion Bonander, second Kester to approve Resolution 2011 – 17 approving the 2012 preliminary EDA budget.  Motion carried 5-0.

Motion Bonander, second Kester to approve Resolution 2011- 21 approving the levy of an HRA levy for the EDA.  Motion approved 5-0. 

Preliminary Budget

The Administrator presented the Council with a preliminary City budget for 2012. He noted that there were some adjustments from last year, but for the most part it was nearly identical. He also mentioned that they had the same amount of LGA as they had in 2011. He is suggesting a 4.13% levy increase to allow for flexibility to respond to costs that are not yet firm such as the debt service for the Old Military Road project, union negotiations, etc. The proposed operating budget is $2,462,145. 

Motion Bonander, second Kester to adopt Resolution 2011-18 which adopts the preliminary 2012 operating budget. Motion carried 5-0. 

Motion Bonander, second Kester to approve Resolution 2011-19, which adopts the preliminary tax levy for taxes payable in 2012. Motion carried 5-0. 

ADMINISTRATOR’S REPORT

Staff reminded the Council that the administrator’s review is due in the end of September. He also noted that there is a Land Use online training from LMC and a Linking Land Use to Water Resources workshop in Hinckley on September 29. 

ADJOURN

Motion Tauer, second Kester to adjourn at 8:03 p.m. Motion carried 5-0.
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Sam Griffith, Clerk

