SANDSTONE CITY COUNCIL

REGULAR MEETING

FEBRUARY 20, 2013

CALL TO ORDER: 7:00 p.m.

ROLL CALL:

Members present:  
Bonander, Atterbury, Stadin, Kester, Devlin

Members absent: 
None

Staff present:  
Administrator Griffith, Recording Secretary Orr, Hormillosa CATV

Others present:  
Tim Franklin, Leaha Jackson, Ron Savage-SCI Cable, Dep. Josh Matson, John Kerr

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE:

Staff and members recited the Pledge of Allegiance.

ADDITIONS AND/OR CORRECTIONS TO THE AGENDA:

Addition of Consent Agenda 9B:  Approve Administrator attendance at MN Real Estate Journal 2013 Healthcare & Medical Properties conference on March 26.  

Motion Bonander, second Devlin to approve the agenda with the above change.  Motion carried 5-0.

SPECIAL ITEMS OF BUSINESS:

Deputy Josh Matson gave the sheriff’s report for the month of January 2013.  There were 144 calls. He noted that property crimes seem to be going down.  Devlin asked about daytime hour shift and how that was going.  Deputy replied that in the summer the hours probably need to shift to a later time due to longer daylight time.

Ron Savage from SCI Cable addressed the board.  He stated that there will be updates in the Sandstone area network which will affect approximately 100 analog TV customers in 6-8 weeks. The system was put in about 29 years ago.  The system will be enhanced.  Around mid-April an additional 12 channels will be added to the service.  There will be letters going out to approximately 500 customers notifying them of the changes.  He stated that the internet capacity in the area is now 20 Mgs and will increase to 50 Mgs.

PETITIONS OR COMPLAINTS BY RESIDENTS AND/OR COUNCIL MEMBERS:
There were none.

APPROVAL OF MEETING MINUTES:

Motion Bonander, second Kester to approve the minutes of February 6, 2013.  Motion carried 5-0.

PUBLIC HEARINGS:

There were none.
CONSENT AGENDA:
Approve gaming permit for Old School Art Center-raffle and Approve Administrator attendance at MN Real Estate Journal 2013 Healthcare & Medical Properties conference on March 26.

Motion Stadin, second Devlin to approve consent agenda as listed above.  Motion carried 5-0.

FINANCIAL REPORTS:
Motion Bonander, second Kester to approve and pay Claims. Motion carried 5-0.

OLD & CONTINUING BUSINESS:

Consider approval of 2013 Fire Formula
Changes to the formula are as follows:

Changes values from tax capacity to building market value; changes distance reduction form 40% to 30%; changes Building Fund to Building Repair & Improvement Fund; changes amount to Repair Fund to $5,000 with repair expenditures under $5,000 to be paid as Operating Expense and notice to Townships of expenditures over $5,000; and new truck depreciation to start payable 2013,

At the request of the Townships there will be a statement on the Fire Formula tracing City repayments to the Repair Fund.

Staff also requests that the Council approve repayment transfer of $3,000 to Repair Fund and authorize staff to amend City 2013 budget to reflect approved Fire formula.

Motion Kester, second Stadin to approve the 2013 payable Fire Formula with above changes. Motion carried 5-0.

Consider approval of utility rate increase

There was a public meeting held to present in detail the options for increasing the water revenues. There were 2 options presented to the public with a third option added.  Option three was concentrated on that is proposed to reduce the amount placed into reserves and have an increase in the fixed rate of $2.70 per month and an increase in the variable rate of $.25 per thousand in the first year.  Year two would increase the water fixed rate by $.70 per month and an increase in the variable rate of $.25 per thousand.  The third year would be a fixed rate increase of $.25 per month and an increase of $.25 per thousand in the variable rate.  Motion Bonander, second Kester to approve the increases in Option three.  Devlin-no, Kester-yes, Bonander-yes, Stadin-no, Atterbury-no.  Motion failed 3-2.

There will be a new proposal presented to the Board in March 2013.  It will include numbers that will raise the fixed rate by $1.50, $.25, and $.25.  Also included in the new proposal, the amount put into the reserve will be reduced also by approximately $7,000 per year for three years.

NEW BUSINESS:
Adopt Resolution 2013-04-Joint Powers with BCA
The State has developed a new system for accessing BCA (Bureau of Criminal Apprehension) data.  The City’s prosecutor and the County need access to BCA data to undertake and complete their duties relating to the City.  To do so requires the City to enter into a joint powers agreement which authorizes the prosecutor and the County Sheriff to have access to this data on our behalf. 

Motion Stadin, second Bonander to adopt Resolution 2013-04 approving a Joint Powers and Court Data Services Subscriber Agreement and authorizing the Mayor and Administrator to execute the documents.  Motion carried 5-0.

Approve amendment to Conditional Use Permit
Nemadji Research has applied for an amendment to its master conditional use permit. Nemadji proposes to change the use of the space formerly leased to Nemadji Upholstery to a new use as artist’s studio space, an already approved use in the building.  The Planning Commission reviewed the request on February 13.  The Planning Commission recommends amending the Conditional Use permit, with conditions as listed in the Finding of Fact.

Motion Bonander, second Devlin to approve the amendment to the master conditional use with the conditions as recommended by the Planning Commission and to adopt the proposed Finding of Fact.  Motion carried 5-0.

Rescind liquor license for the Turn of the Century dba the GasLight
Council member Bonander recused himself.

The City must revoke (suspend) a license if the Commissioner of Revenue notifies the licensing authority (the City) that the applicant owes the state delinquent payments.  The City has received a notice from the Department of Revenue that there are delinquent payments. The City may not remove the suspension until such time as it receives a tax clearance certificate issued by the Commissioner.

Motion Devlin, second Kester to revoke(suspend) all liquor licenses issued to Turn of the Century Restaurant and Inn dba the Gas Light and to authorize Administrator to revoke the suspension if the tax clearance certificate is received from the Department of Revenue by the City.  Motion carried 4-0.

REPORTS:

Motion Devlin, second Kester to accept Paid Claims, PeopleService operations, and Planning Commission minutes.  Motion carried 5-0.  

WRITTEN NOTICES AND COMMUNICATIONS:
There were none.

ADMINISTRATOR’S REPORT:
Board of Review – April 23 – 7 p.m.; SF 93-First committee hearing – February 27; February 26-Library Visioning Session-OSAC 5:15 meal: program at 6:00 p.m.; February 28-East Central Regional Broadband Summit-Grand Casino; March 7, 8 11-4:30 Open Forum-Superintendent Candidates; March 21-LMC Legislative conference-St. Paul; April 12-Partners in Workforce Development-Monticello.

City received thank you note from Senior Center for snowplowing of parking lot, and KSTP Channel 5 did a segment on night ice climbing-Monday, February 18.

Staff notified Council of back up of kitchen and janitors sinks.  There will be a plumber coming out to inspect on Monday.

ADJOURN
Motion Bonander, second Devlin to adjourn meeting at 8:03 p.m.  Motion carried 5-0.
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