SANDSTONE CITY COUNCIL

SPECIAL MEETING

FIRE FORMULA MEETING

February 19, 2013
CALL TO ORDER

Mayor called the meeting to order at 7:00 p.m.

ROLL CALL

Members present: 
Devlin, Kester, Atterbury, Stadin, Bonander 

Members absent:
none

Staff present: 
Administrator Griffith; Andy Spartz – Asst Fire Chief
Others present:
Jerry Volk, Roger Volk, Jeff Shute, Dave Koland, Dan O’Flannagan, Randy Davis, 
FIRE FORMULA - 
payable 2013
Staff took the proposed payable 2013 fire formula sheets and walked through them page by page.

One change to the formula is using Building Market Value rather than tax capacity which included land.  The value of the East Central School is deducted from Finlayson Township valuation and the value of the FCI is deducted from the City valuation.  Both of these would be billed directly by the City for services at an hourly rate.
There was a consensus that this more accurately reflects the services provided.

Another change is the distance reduction was changed from 40% to 30%.

There was no objection to the change.

The new truck was included in the payable 2013 depreciation calculation.  There was a discussion if that should change as the City has not yet taken possession which is scheduled for April.  As the older pumper is no longer on the depreciation schedule and there has already been a down payment on the new truck it was decided by the City to add it to the depreciation otherwise there would have been a decrease in everyone’s amount for 2013 but a very sharp increase in payable 2014.

The consensus was to leave the new truck in the calculation.

Another proposed change was to do away with the Building Fund and instead create and fund a Building Repair and Improvement Fund.  The old fund would never generate enough funds to build a new fire hall and the need is for repair money to maintain the fire hall.   The fund currently takes in $ 9,867 per year and the Repair Fund would take in 
$ 5,000.

There was discussion as what an appropriate amount should be in that fund knowing that some improvements are coming.  Also that any repairs under $ 5,000 should be treated as an operating expense and only those repairs or improvements over $ 5,000 should come from this Fund.   The Townships should be notified of any expenditure over $ 5,000.
It was also requested that the City include a chart in the formula identifying its repayment of moneys used to prepay the mortgage.

Dell Grove Township and Sandstone Township asked for information about a false alarm.  There were no requested changes to the billed hours.
The City and Finlayson Township agreed to meet and determine which sections are served by Sandstone Fire and then have a more accurate market value number developed.
ADJOURN

Motion Kester, second Devlin to adjourn at 7:46 p.m. Motion carried 5-0.
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Sam Griffith, Clerk

