SANDSTONE CITY COUNCIL

REGULAR MEETING

December 7, 2011

CALL TO ORDER

Mayor called the meeting to order at 6:30 p.m.

ROLL CALL

Members present:        Tauer, Kester, Atterbury, Stadin, Bonander 

Members absent:         none

Staff present:               Administrator Griffith, Recording Secretary Hormillosa, 

                                    Hormillosa, CATV

Others present:
Tim Franklin

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE

Staff and members recited the Pledge of Allegiance.

ADDITIONS OR CORRECTIONS TO THE AGENDA

Motion Tauer, second Bonander to approve the agenda for December 7, with a revised 12I memo. Motion carried 5-0. 

SPECIAL ITEMS OF BUSINESS

Public Meeting - Presentation of 2012 Budget

The City is required to set aside some time at a regular Council meeting to give the public the opportunity to review and comment on the City’s budget and levy.  This is done in lieu of a Truth in Taxation hearing that is no longer required.

Staff presented the budget by handing out a summary of the budget and then walking everyone through the various expenditures of the General Fund and then the Capital, Debt Service and Enterprise Funds.   He then explained the various sources of revenues for the City and walked through the calculation of how the levy is determined.  The proposed levy is $2,000 less than last years levy.

There were no questions from the audience.

PETITIONS OR COMPLAINTS

Deputy Frehse stated that there had been a total of 92 calls for the month of November. There had been 1 animal bite, 6 alarms, 3 burglaries, 1 check-welfare, 6 damages to property, 5 disturbances, 6 medical, 7 assists, 7 thefts, 12 traffic complaints, 5 suspicious persons and 5 attempted pick-ups. 

Council member Bonander noted that Ice Fest was the upcoming weekend and that ice farming has already started in Robinson Park. He added that there would be fireworks on Saturday at 8:30 in the train park. 

APPROVAL OF MEETING MINUTES

Motion Bonander, second Atterbury to approve the meeting minutes for November 16, 17 and December 1. Motion carried 5-0. 

PUBLIC HEARING

There was none.

CONSENT AGENDA

Motion Bonander, second Stadin to accept the consent agenda as follows: 9A-Approve renewal of contract Humane Society of Carlton County, 9B-Approve contract with City of Pine City Building Official services, 9C-Approve renewal of contract with City of Hinckley Building Inspection services, 9D-Approve hire and pay of Brad Yaste for compost and winter snow plowing, 9E-Aprove hire and pay of Stacey Spry as the Warming House monitor, 

9F-Acknowledge retirement of Mike Johnson for 24 years with the Fire Department, 

9G-Acknowledge retirement of Rick Olson for 22 years with the Fire Department, 9H-Approve budget transfers for 2011, 9I-Approve payment of year-end accounts payable. 

Motion carried 5-0. 

FINANCE OFFICER’S REPORT

Motion Bonander, second Stadin to approve and pay claims in the amount of $95,310.29 and to bill the relief association for the bill from Kennedy and Graven. Motion carried 5-0. 

OLD & CONTINUING BUSINESS

Law enforcement contract

The City Council needs to approve the three-year law enforcement contract. The Sheriff and the three cities are proposing a $.75 increase in 2012 and a $1.00 increase in 2013 and another $1.00 increase in 2014. The Sheriff is planning to attend a Council meeting in February to review the contract and the policing plan and levels of service provided. 

Motion Bonander, second Atterbury to authorize Staff to add language stating that if major LGA cuts are made, the City can re-negotiate and back out in 60 days. Motion carried 5-0. 

Capital Improvements Plan

Consensus was to defer to the Council meeting on December 21. Motion carried 5-0. 

NEW BUSINESS

Final 2012 EDA Budget

The Council needs to adopt the Final 2012 Budget for the EDA as a prerequisite for allowing an HRA levy.

Motion Bonander, second Tauer to adopt Resolution 2011-27, which adopts the final 2012 EDA Budget. Motion carried 5-0. 

Final 2012 City Budget

The City Council needs to adopt the Final 2012 City Budget. 

Motion Atterbury, second Stadin to adopt Resolution 2011-28, which adopts the Final 2012 Operating Budget for the City of Sandstone. Motion carried 5-0. 

Final 2012 Levy

The City needs to adopt the Final 2012 Levy. The City proposes to levy a total of $445,700. Staff reminded the Council that once they adopt the levy, it cannot be changed.

Motion Stadin, second Tauer to adopt Resolution 2011-29, which adopts the Final 2012 Levy. Motion carried 5-0. 

Old Military Road and Division Street Project

Previously, the Council completed the Old Military Road and Division Street Improvement Project. At that time, the Council determined that it would assess 20% of the total project cost to the affected parties. The Council then passed a resolution which set a Public Hearing to determine the final cost for each of the assessed properties. Staff had found that some of the properties were not properly notified and the City Attorney is suggesting that the Council rescind the original motion before it proceeds with setting a new hearing. 

Motion Bonander, second Kester to approve Resolution 2011-30 which rescinds resolution 2011-26 which set a Public Hearing for the Old Military Road and Division Street Improvement assessment hearing. Motion carried 5-0. 

Fund balance policy

There are new GASB requirements that the City needs to meet to conform to generally accepted accounting standards. The proposed policy would bring the City into conformance with the GASB requirements. The policy will set guidelines on how it will classify fund balances based on the specific purposes for which those amounts can be used. 

Motion Atterbury, second Tauer to adopt the Fund Balance Policy. Motion carried 5-0. 

General Reserve Fund

To come into conformance with the new GASB requirements, specifically GASB Statement 54, the City needs to close their General Reserve Fund and move the funds to the General Fund. 

Motion Stadin, second Kester to approve closing the Reserve Fund and moving the funds into the General Fund. Motion carried 5-0. 

Pay request

The City contracted with the Stack Brothers to do the well and demolition work on the milk drying plant project. The Stack Brothers submitted a request for a second partial payment on the contract. The total contract amount is $112,000. The amount of the pay request is for $26,875.50. MSA Engineering has reviewed and approved the payment. 

Motion Bonander, second Tauer to approve the second pay request to Stack Brother Mechanical for the milk drying plant project in the amount of $26,875.50. Motion carried 4-1. 

Change order 2

The City contracted with MSA Engineering to provide services related to the old milk drying plant. There were additional services provided by MSA.  The approval would be for the $3,500 of additional work already completed and approval to allow for up to an additional $4,000 to proceed with the well sealing work if the Council decides to proceed. 

Motion Atterbury, second Bonander to approve the addition engineering fees for the old milk drying plant project. Motion carried 5-0. 

REPORTS

Motion Tauer, second Kester to accept the reports as follows:  Summary of paid claims and PeopleService operations report from November 30. Motion carried 5-0. 
WRITTEN NOTICES AND COMMUNICATIONS

There were none.

ADMINISTRATOR’S REPORT

Staff reminded the Council that there is a Special Meeting on December 20 at 6:30 to accept Golf Proposals. Be added that there is a community holiday dinner on the 15 and a Legislative Forum on January 9 in Mora. 

ADJOURN

Motion Tauer, second Kester to adjourn at 8:10 p.m. Motion carried 5-0.
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