SANDSTONE CITY COUNCIL

REGULAR MEETING

December 21, 2011

CALL TO ORDER

Council member Stadin called the meeting to order at 7:00 p.m.

ROLL CALL

Members present:        Tauer, Kester, Stadin, Bonander 

Members absent:         none

Staff present:               Administrator Griffith, Recording Secretary Hormillosa, Hormillosa, 

                                   CATV

Others present:
John Benjaminson, John Kern, Harvey Klar, Gary Koland 

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE

Staff and members recited the Pledge of Allegiance.

ADDITIONS OR CORRECTIONS TO THE AGENDA

Motion Bonander, second Kester to approve the agenda for December 21 with the deletion of 11A-Consider proposals for purchase of Golf Course, and add approval of December 20 minutes. Motion carried 4-0. 

SPECIAL ITEMS OF BUSINESS

Pine County Historical Society

Gary Kolan and Harvey Klar, Pine County Historical Society, came before the Council to provide information on their purchase of the old Askov School. They will be moving everything from other locations to the school. Koland added that they just acquired Richard Berglund’s logging collection which is the largest in Minnesota. The Pine County Historical Society’s plan is that if they can acquire the old elementary school they would also like to add a dance studio, coffee shop, antique shop, restaurant and office space-among other things. The estimated cost for this project is $250,000. The Historical Society is asking all the cities in Pine County to each contribute for this project. Specifically, they are asking each city to contribute $1 per resident for five years. 

Staff noted to the Council that they have some funds in the General Fund. John Kern asked if it would be possible to add something for the veterans into the project. Koland responded that they could. 

Motion Bonander, second Tauer to make a one-time donation of $1,450 to the Pine County Historical Society, payable in 2012. Motion carried 4-0.

PETITIONS OR COMPLAINTS

Bonander noted that there had been a lot of Ice Climbers for Ice Fest. John Kern added that the Park and Recreation Commission had a really good meeting. 

APPROVAL OF MEETING MINUTES

Motion Bonander, second Tauer to approve the meeting minutes for December 7 and December 20. Motion carried 4-0. 

PUBLIC HEARING

There was none.

CONSENT AGENDA

Motion Bonander, second Stadin to accept the consent agenda as follows: 9A-Approve Administrator attendance at Ehler’s Finance Seminar on February 2 and 3, 9B-Approve Administrator’s attendance at IPAD workshop on January 11, 9C-Declare the following debt as uncollectable: Dukeman-Fire $242.50, 9D-Declare the following debt as uncollectable: Heitz-tall grass $20, 9E-Declare the following debt as uncollectable: Turner-feral cats $160, 9G-Approve 2011 Budget amendments. Motion carried 4-0. 

FINANCE OFFICER’S REPORT

Motion Bonander, second Kester to approve and pay claims in the amount of $68,620.05. Motion carried 4-0. 

The Finance Officer provided the Cash Balance, Expenditure and Revenues Report. 

NEW BUSINESS

Transmissions Plus-Conditional Use Permit

John Benjaminson, Transmissions Plus, applied for a conditional use permit which would allow him to sell used cars at his business location. Benjaminson is proposing to set aside six spots at the front of his property to display and sell used vehicles. 

The Planning Commission held a Public Hearing on December 14. They are recommending that the Council approve Mr. Benjaminson’s request subject to the conditions of Finding of Facts. Stadin asked Benjaminson what he planned to do with the other cars that are sitting around. Benjaminson replied some of them could be kept at his house. Stadin asked if he would still have room for car that were waiting to be fixed or being worked on. Benjaminson responded that he has room for six cars behind his shop and that he still has adequate space for other cars.

Motion Bonander, second Kester to approve the conditional use for John Benjaminson, Transmissions Plus, with the conditions as recommended by the Planning Commission and adopt the proposed Finding of Fact. Motion carried 4-0.

Lourey Building-Conditional Use permit

Nemadji Research has applied for a review of its master conditional use permit in conjunction with a proposed new use of the school property. They are proposing to lease the space to the Old School Art Center for purposes of holding public events such as shows, exhibitions, and performances. 

The Planning Commission reviewed the request on December 14 and proposed adding these conditions to the conditional use permit: A-Compliance with Building and Occupancy codes as determined by the Building Inspector, B-Recognition of signage limitations, C-Improvement of parking area, D-Consideration of security and safety in parking areas and E-No parking on Eagle Drive. 

Motion Kester, second Tauer to approve the conditional use with the conditions as recommended by the Planning Commission and adopt the proposed Finding of Fact. Motion carried 4-0.

Old Military Road and Division Street project

The City contracted with Knife River to do the improvement work on Old Military Road and Division Street. Knife River has submitted a request for a payment on the contract. The total amount of the contract was $154,643.62 and the amount of the payment requested is $146,911.44. SEH has reviewed and approved the payment. 

Motion Kester, second Tauer to approve and pay request #1 to Knife River for the Old Military and Division Street Project. Motion carried 4-0. 

Amend conference and travel policy

Staff is recommending some changes and updates to the policy regarding conference and travel. There changes include adding language that the per diem for lodging and meals will be applicable IRS Domestic rate for the city or area to which you travel. Second, that a standard mileage amount be approved for Moose Lake and Isanti. Third, Section 4.6 must be added which authorizes travel in town by taxi, light rail, bus and etc. but only if directly related to the reason for visit and only from receipts. Last, language should be added allowing the payment of per diem in lieu of receipts for meals only and only for out-of-state travel and with advance approval of the City Council. 

Motion Kester, second Tauer to approve the amended policy on conferences and travel. Motion carried 4-0. 

Fee Schedule

The Council reviews the City Fee Schedule on an annual basis. Staff has reviewed the existing Fee Schedule and made some recommendations for increases. Staff is also recommending that the Council review these changes and consider for approval at the January meeting. 

Street Lights

The City currently pays for two streetlights on the Highway 123 bridge. MNDOT will be doing some improvements to the bridge and are asking if the City feels it necessary to light the bridge. The lights and poles are old and if the City wants to upgrade them, MNPower needs to do the necessary work when MNDOT is doing work on the bridge. 

Kester stated that he doesn’t think it is necessary to light the bridge. Stadin agreed. Staff reminded the Council that even if there are new poles, it doesn’t mean that the City needs to light the bridge. However, the lights will need to be upgraded at some point, whether the City decides to light the bridge or not. 

Motion Bonander, second Tauer to have MNPower upgrade the streetlights on the Highway 123 Bridge and to continue paying for lighting that bridge. Motion carried 4-0. 

Old Milk Drying Plant-work change directive

The City contracted with Stack Brothers Mechanical to demolish the Old Milk Drying Plant. Part of the contract included capping the two wells at the site. Legal and liability issues arose in concern to that portion of the contract, so at the last meeting the Council deferred an action until hearing back from the City Attorney. The City Attorney alerted the Council that the City is not responsible for securing the wells on the site. The City must make sure that the wells are properly covered and secured by a fence. 

Motion Kester, second Stadin to direct MSA Engineering to deny Change Work Directive # 1 for additional well work and to further direct MSA Engineering to have Stack Brothers delete any remaining and further well work from the contract and return a Change Order and necessary paperwork to the City.

Second to direct MSA Engineering to provide a basic level of specs and drawings to have wells covered as per state rules and for a protective fence to be constructed around each well. This will not be part of the contract with Stack Brothers. Motion carried 4-0. 

North Pine Area Hospital District

The North Pine Area Hospital District took action to notify Essentia that they will not be renewing the existing operating lease when it expires in August of 2012. The Hospital District is asking the City to consider providing them funds to help pay for the transition costs. Under State law, the City can provide funds to a hospital district but the City cannot require the Hospital District to repay any funds. However the Hospital District can agree to repay the City. 

Motion Kester, second Bonander to make funds available to the North Pine Area Hospital District under direction from the City Attorney. Motion carried 4-0. 

OLD & CONTINUING BUSINESS

Prioritize Capital Improvement Projects

The Council has a preliminary priority list of capital improvement projects which needs to be prioritized. Kester was of the opinion that Minnesota Street should not be so high up on the list because it costs too much and doesn’t have as much traffic as some of the other streets. The question was raised as to whether or not there are enough residents living on Court Street to assess for that project, since both the street and the water and sewer lines need improvement. Staff reminded the Council not to worry about the cost right now as they will get costs and  priorities will probably change after that. Atterbury then asked what projects they should get prices on. Staff suggested that they adopt the preliminary priority list and get cost estimates before making a final list. 

Motion Bonander, second Tauer to adopt the preliminary Capital Improvement Project list and authorized SEH to get cost estimates on the projects. Motion carried 4-0.

REPORTS

Motion Bonander, second Tauer to accept the reports as follows:  Summary of paid claims, Library Board minutes-December 13, Park and Recreation Commission minutes-December 13, Planning Commission minutes-December 14. Motion carried 4-0. 

WRITTEN NOTICES AND COMMUNICATIONS

There was a letter from the MPCA about a study on the St. Croix Lake having an overabundance of phosphorus and the impact this can have on the Sandstone ponds. 

There was also an email thanking the City for putting on Ice Fest. 

ADMINISTRATOR’S REPORT

Staff noted that there will be Union Negotiations at the January 4 Council meeting and therefore there will be a closed session. He added that the Legislative Forum is on January 9 in Mora. There is also an LMC land use training online. He also asked that the Council think about meeting dates as two dates fall the day before a holiday.

ADJOURN

Motion Tauer, second Kester to adjourn at 8:46 p.m. Motion carried 4-0.
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Sam Griffith, Clerk

