Regular Council December 5, 2012


SANDSTONE CITY COUNCIL

REGULAR MEETING

December 5, 2012

CALL TO ORDER: 7:00 p.m.

ROLL CALL
Members present:  
Tauer, Kester, Stadin, Atterbury, Bonander

Members absent:  
None

Staff present:  
Administrator Griffith, Recording Secretary Orr, Hormillosa CATV

Others present:  
Brandon Devlin, Tim Franklin, Deputy Noah Heiller

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE
Staff and members recited the Pledge of Allegiance.

ADDITIONS AND/OR CORRECTIONS TO THE AGENDA

Motion Bonander, second Tauer to set and approve the agenda.  Motion carried 5-0.

SPECIAL ITEMS OF BUSINESS
Deputy Heiller gave the monthly report.  It was a relatively quiet month with 92 calls for service this month. He has only one month of service left in Sandstone.  Deputy Heiller attended funeral services at Cold Springs, MN for an officer killed in line of duty.  One of Sandstone’s patrol cars was in the procession.

Discussion of 2013 Budget and Levy – one hour was spent discussing the budget prior to the regular council meeting.  The levy reduced this year by -.10%.
PETITIONS OR COMPLAINTS
Tauer reported that light that was out is now turned back on in town.  She also reported on the veterans’ dinner that $1600.00 was raised and one half went to Disabled American Veterans.  

Brandon Devlin inquired about plowing and salt and sand on an intersection that has been troublesome in years past.  
Bonander advised on Thursday, Dec. 13th at Golf Course is a Holiday Dinner.  Dinner will be buffet style.  It is sponsored by Chamber.  The cost is $25.00 per person. An RSVP is needed.

Bonander also reminded the council of the 8th Annual IceFest coming up on Dec. 14-16.   KARE 11 news will be there.  On Saturday the 15th there will be fireworks.  Next week a segment will be on WCCO.  He also reported that the ice is looking really good.  Bonander also reported that Essentia Health called Tony and are supporting the IceFest with a donation.

Atterbury reported that John and Shirley Kern representing the Veterans Memorial Committee have located different sites for toy donations and will send kids to Summer Camp this summer.

APPROVAL OF MEETING MINUTES
Motion Stadin, second Tauer to approve November 20 meeting minutes.  Motion carried 5-0.

PUBLIC HEARINGS

There were none.

CONSENT AGENDA

Motion Bonander, second Atterbury to approve consent agenda consisting of authorizing the expenditure of funds to acquire new microphones for the City Council.  There will be lapel microphones purchased for the cost of $1710.98.  Motion carried 5-0.

FINANCIAL REPORT

Motion Bonander, second Stadin to approve and pay claims.  Motion carried 5-0.

OLD & CONTINUING BUSINESS

Approve return of escrow balance to Evangelical Free Church
There is a remaining balance of $4,531.78 in the escrow account from the land purchase by the City.  The church has requested the balance of the escrow be paid to them.  The church has not yet filed the final plat.  A new escrow agreement will have to be signed and the required fees will need to be deposited if they decide to proceed with the filing of a Final Plat.  

Motion Bonander, second Tauer to pay the escrow balance to the Evangelical Free Church. Motion carried 5-0.

2013 Fire Formula discussion
Staff is recommending some changes to the Formula for discussion. The first change would be to use building market value rather than tax capacity as the basis for determining value in the formula.  The second change would be to do away with the Building Depreciation Fund and replace it with a Building Repair & Maintenance Fund at $5,000.00 per year.  The third change is to reduce the Distance Reduction factor from 40% to 30%.

Motion Bonander, second Stadin to make the above changes and direct staff to begin discussion with the townships about these changes prior to Fire Formula meeting in February.  Motion carried 5-0.

NEW BUSINESS

Approve Resolution 2012-32 final 2013 EDA budget
Motion Bonander, second Atterbury to approve Resolution 2012-32 approving the final 2013 EDA budget. Motion carried 5-0.

Approve Resolution 2012-33 final 2013 City budget
Motion Atterbury, second Bonander to approve Resolution 2012- approving the final 2013 city budget.  Motion carried 5-0.

Approve Resolution 2012-34 final 2013 Levy
Motion Atterbury, second Tauer to approve Resolution 2012-34 approving the final 2013 City levy.  Motion carried 5-0.

REPORTS
Motion Bonander, second Tauer to accept the reports. Motion carried 5-0.

WRITTEN NOTICES AND COMMUNICATIONS
There were none.

ADMINISTRATOR’S REPORT

Thriving Community Tasks Forces are meeting.  They will submit a preliminary budget before the end of 2012.  

ADJOURN
Motion Stadin, second Tauer to adjourn meeting at 7:30 p.m. Motion carried 5-0.
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Randy Atterbury, Mayor
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Sam Griffith, Clerk

