SANDSTONE CITY COUNCIL

REGULAR MEETING

August 3, 2011

CALL TO ORDER

Mayor called the meeting to order at 7: 08 p.m.

ROLL CALL

Members present:        Tauer, Kester, Atterbury, Stadin, Bonander 

Members absent:         none

Staff present:               Administrator Griffith, Recording Secretary Hormillosa, 

                                    Hormillosa, CATV

Others present:
Tim Franklin, Gary Frehse

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE

Staff and members recited the Pledge of Allegiance.

ADDITIONS OR CORRECTIONS TO THE AGENDA

Motion Atterbury, second Stadin to approve the agenda for August 3, with the addition of 9C-Approve variance to noise ordinance for the Gaslight for Quarry Days. Motion carried 5-0. 

SPECIAL ITEMS OF BUSINESS

There were none. 

PETITIONS OR COMPLAINTS

Deputy Frehse gave his monthly report noting that there had been a total of 116 calls. Bonander noted that Quarry Days planning was finished, and the Chamber had had their final meeting. Stadin added that several citizens had complained about a cottonwood tree near the road that is half dead. 

APPROVAL OF MEETING MINUTES

Motion Bonander, second Kester to approve the meeting minutes for July 20. Motion carried 5-0. 

PUBLIC HEARING

There was none.

CONSENT AGENDA

Motion Stadin, second Bonander to accept the consent agenda as follows: 9A-Replace cemetery deed to Bruce and Donna Filler N ½ of N ½ of Lot 62 and S ½ of Lot 63, Section F, 2nd Addition and 9B-Approve contract with City of Hinckley to use street sweeper. Motion carried 5-0.

Motion Atterbury, second Tauer to accept the consent agenda item 9C-Approve Gaslight noise variance for Quarry Days. Motion carried 4-0, with Bonander recusing himself.  

FINANCE OFFICER’S REPORT

Motion Bonander, second Stadin to approve and pay claims in the amount of $190,062.09. Motion carried 5-0. 

OLD & CONTINUING BUSINESS

Grant application

The City has been involved in the exploratory planning for the development of a National Heritage Area in the St. Croix River watershed. Part of planning for this includes raising funds to carry out the actual planning and preparation for the NHA feasibility study. The task force for this project has raised enough funds and has been given the go-ahead for the first year of preparation. Part of the feasibility study includes input from community meetings. One meeting has already been held in Hinckley to help determine community interest. In considering if the Pine County area should continue to participate in the NHA process, the St. Croix Foundation has asked the City to be the applicant for a grant from the ECRAC to help cover the costs of the community meetings. The St. Croix Foundation will be writing the grant. 

Motion Bonander, second Atterbury to approve being the applicant for an ECRAC Grant for assistance in the costs of community meetings needed to gather information to develop a feasibility study for a National Heritage Area, and that the City act as the fiscal agent for the grant. Motion carried 5-0. 

NEW BUSINESS

Capital Improvements plan

The Council previously directed Staff to develop a Capital Improvements Plan for the City. The purpose of this plan is to determine what improvements are needed, prioritized them, price them and develop long term plans for financing them. Staff provided the Council members with a list of improvement projects. 

No action taken. 

Commercial Avenue

The Council is considering street improvements to Commercial Avenue from Highway 123 to 5th Street. SEH and staff looked at the entire downtown area and determined a significant amount of curb and gutter work needs to be done. There are several options. The City can either do patch work on the worst curbs and gutters, or they can redo the entire curb and gutter in the downtown area. SEH has prepared a memo laying out the options with some cost estimates. The Council needs to discuss the different financing options and if they will consider doing an assessment project in 2012. 

No action taken. 

Preliminary Budget

Staff informed that Council that they need to have a preliminary budget set by September 15. Staff provided the Council with a guideline for the preliminary budget for them to review. 

Golf Course

The Council has offered the Golf Course for sale. Staff has received notice of interest from two potential buyers. They intend to submit offers to purchase the Golf Course the week of August 1. 

Motion Kester, second Tauer to set a special meeting for August 16 at 6:00 to consider the offers for the Golf Course and determine if they wish to pursue a sale. Motion carried 5-0. 

REPORTS

Motion Tauer, second Stadin to accept the reports as follows:  Summary of paid claims and PeopleService operations report. Motion carried 5-0. 

WRITTEN NOTICES AND COMMUNICATIONS

Staff received a response from Essentia Duluth and noted that everyone should stay tuned.

ADMINISTRATOR’S REPORT

The Administrator reminded the Council that the preliminary budget and final tax levy must be determined by September 15. He also noted that the Administrator review is in September. He added that there will be bids for Old Military and Division Street projects at the August 17 meeting. Also, discussions with Hinckley and Askov on Building Inspection services are ongoing. 

ADJOURN

Motion Tauer, second Kester to adjourn at 8:03 p.m. Motion carried 5-0.
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