SANDSTONE CITY COUNCIL

REGULAR MEETING

April 18, 2012

CALL TO ORDER

Mayor called the meeting to order at 7:00 p.m.

ROLL CALL

Members present:        Tauer, Kester, Atterbury, Stadin, Bonander 

Members absent:         none

Staff present:               Administrator Griffith, Recording Secretary Hormillosa, 

                                    Hormillosa, CATV

Others present:
Sandy Voigt-Initiative Foundation, Rose Spencer, John Kern, Scott Greenseth, Andrew Spartz, Ross Degerstrom, Tim Franklin 

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE

Staff and members recited the Pledge of Allegiance.

ADDITIONS OR CORRECTIONS TO THE AGENDA

Motion Bonander, second Stadin to accept the agenda for April 18. Motion carried 5-0. 

SPECIAL ITEMS OF BUSINESS

Initiative Foundation

Sandy Voigt, Initiative Foundation, came before the Council to state that the Initiative Foundation appreciates their support. She noted that as part of the Foundation’s 25th Anniversary, it is creating a Donor Wall and noted that Sandstone will be listed on that wall. She presented the City with a plaque from the Foundation thanking the City for its support. 

Fire Department

The existing pumper needs to be replaced in the next three years. A new pumper takes at least one year to be built and put in service. The cost is estimated to be $400,000. The Fire Equipment Fund has a balance of $250,000. The Fire Department is proposing that the City consider purchasing a new pumper now, due to the fact that interest rates are low the City has the ability to place a 50% down payment. 

Motion Atterbury, second Bonander to approve that the Administrator and Fire Department take the next steps in getting better pricing and financing information. Motion carried 5-0. 
PETITIONS OR COMPLAINTS

Stadin noted that the mulch pile is open on Wednesdays at 3:00 and on Saturdays at 1:00. John Kern announced that the Veterans Memorial golf tournament will be April 26th. Bonander added that WCCO was in town to do a story on kayaking on the Kettle River. Also, planning for Quarry Days has begun and the Chamber is considering hiring a Director for Quarry Days. Atterbury noted that on June 12 there will be a Neighborhood Watch block party at 6:00 at the City Park. He added that anyone who is interested in coming should bring a covered dish to share. 

APPROVAL OF MEETING MINUTES

Motion Bonander, second Kester to approve the meeting minutes for April 4. Motion carried 5-0. 

PUBLIC HEARING

There was none.

CONSENT AGENDA

Motion Bonander, second Stadin to accept the following consent agenda items: 9A-Authorize attendance by Administrator at land use workshop on variances in shorelands and flood plains in Brainerd on May 10 for $60 and 9B-Approve sale and accept perpetual care payment for S ½ of Lot 32, Section F, 2nd Addition for Theodore and Doris Helm. Motion carried 5-0. 

Motion Atterbury, second Kester to approve special event permit for PaddleFest on May 4-6 and a fireworks permit for PaddleFest. Motion carried 4-0, with Bonander recusing himself. 

FINANCE OFFICER’S REPORT

Motion Bonander, second Stadin to approve and pay claims in the amount of $40,149.10. Motion carried 5-0. 

OLD & CONTINUING BUSINESS

Personnel Policy-unpaid furloughs

The Council added language to the Sheriff’s contract regarding loss of LGA and has negotiated policy language with the union for unpaid furloughs for its members. Adding a policy that allows unpaid leave to its Personnel Policy may help preserve jobs in a time of LGA cuts or other revenue losses. 

Motion Bonander, second Atterbury to add furlough language to its Personnel Policy as presented. Motion carried 5-0. 

Golf Course

The City previously extended the closing date for the purchase of the Golf Course due to the fact that Rose Spencer, who is to be purchasing the Course, was still working with her financial institution. The City then approved an operating lease with Rose in the event that she did not have her finances in order when the extended date came. 

Rose came before the Council and stated that she is now in the final stages of getting her financing and that her financial institution predicted it would be 2-3 weeks. She asked that the Council extend the closing date for another four weeks.

Motion Atterbury, second Stadin to amend the Purchase Agreement to extend the closing date for the Golf Course with Rose Spencer by four weeks. Tauer recused herself from the vote. Motion carried 4-0. 

NEW BUSINESS

Sanitary Sewer Cleaning

The Council previous authorized quotes for jetting and vacuuming out the larger sanitary lines for which PeopleService does not have properly sized equipment. PeopleService received two quotes for this project. Infratech has a unit price of $.88 per foot plus mobilization costs. Ritter & Ritter has a unit price of $.79 per foot and no mobilization costs. 

Motion Atterbury, second Kester to contract with Ritter & Ritter to clean approximately 15,500 feet of sanitary sewer line as proposed subject to city contract requirements. Motion carried 5-0. 

Capital Projects-proposed street work

Every year the City budgets, levies and expends funds on capital projects and it is currently working on a Capital Improvements Plan. Staff presented a list of other possible projects, which consisted of Class V work, I&I camera work and street repair to one block of Pine Avenue. 

Motion Kester, second Bonander to: Request quotes for Class V work on Hoover, Jefferson, Spring and Larson; Request quotes for camera work for I&I on lines prioritized by PeopleService; Request cost estimates from SEH for work on Pine Avenue. Motion carried 5-0. 

Capital Projects-general work

Staff provided the Council with a list of general Capital Projects for consideration. Included were planting and mulching on the interchange, preparing the old garage site for sale, energy efficiency improvements to City Hall and the History Center, and replacing the street sweeper.

Motion Bonander, second Atterbury to authorize the following: planting work on the Interchange, obtaining quotes for fence and access work for the old garage site, and preparation of information on costs for new and used street sweepers. Motion carried 5-0. 

REPORTS

Motion Bonander, second Kester to accept the reports as follows:  Summary of paid claims and PeopleService operations report. Motion carried 5-0. 

WRITTEN NOTICES AND COMMUNICATIONS

The City received a letter from the Evangelical Free Church.

ADMINISTRATOR’S REPORT

Staff reminded the Council that Board of Review would be held on Tuesday, April 24 and that the Northland Business Expo on May 10 was canceled. He added that LMC is still offering a Land Use online training and that there will be a St Croix Water Quality training on April 24th. Finally, he noted that the City received 4 applications for the Summer Help position. 

ADJOURN

Motion Bonander, second Tauer to adjourn at 7:55 p.m. Motion carried 5-0.
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