Regular Council June 1, 2011


SANDSTONE CITY COUNCIL

REGULAR MEETING

June 1, 2011

CALL TO ORDER

Mayor Atterbury called the meeting to order at 7:00 p.m.

ROLL CALL

Members present:
Atterbury, Tauer, Stadin, Bonander 

Members absent:
Kester

Staff present:
Administrator Griffith, Recording Secretary Alana Tyson, Leaha Jackson, CATV, Finance Officer Newey

Others present: 
Tim Franklin, Clarence Wattnem, Deputy Frehse, Carl Nordquist – Althoff & Nordquist

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE

Staff and members recited the Pledge of Allegiance.

ADDITIONS OR CORRECTIONS TO THE AGENDA

Motion Bonander, second Stadin to approve the agenda for June 1. Motion carried 4-0.

SPECIAL ITEMS OF BUSINESS

2010 Audit – Carl Nordquist

Mr. Nordquist presented the 2010 City audit, noting that overall the City had a financial gain, but Wild River had a $93,000.00 loss and the Golf Course had a $79,000.00 loss. He pointed out that the net cash in the Golf Fund was negative, meaning there was not enough cash revenue to cover expenses. He also noted the City had a very accurate budget. Lastly, he noted a new rule will change the language of future city financial documents in an attempt to make them easier for taxpayers to understand.

PETITIONS OR COMPLAINTS

Deputy Frehse reported that there were 107 calls for the month of April and 133 calls for the month of May.  Tim Franklin asked when Lark Street will be repaired. Griffith responded that the City must wait for the ground to settle before patching.  Tauer said she got a citizen request for the City to provide a port-a-potty at the softball fields. Griffith pointed out that the fields were privately owned. Bonander thanked the City on behalf of the Chamber for providing money for hanging flower baskets and for committing to water them. He also noted there is a Chamber golf tournament next week and that Quarry Days planning meetings have been held. Stadin stated he received a complaint about Lincoln St being blocked off for passage. 

APPROVAL OF MEETING MINUTES

Motion Bonander, second Tauer to approve the meeting minutes for May 18 with one change that the vote to reimburse the Chamber $300.00 was 3-0 with an abstention from Bonander. Motion carried 4-0. 

CONSENT AGENDA

Motion Stadin, second Bonander to accept the following consent agenda items:  9C –Set Public Hearing for 7:15 PM on June 15 for 2011 Deer Control program, 9D-Golf Course- accept resignation of Christopher McLain and hire Aimee Dunne to replace him in kitchen, and 9E-Approve Land Disturbance permit for MPJ Enterprises for his gravel permit subject to renewal of bond and inspection. Motion carried 4-0.  

Motion Atterbury, second Tauer to accept the following consent agenda item: 9A-Approve on sale, off sale and Sunday liquor licenses for Richard Thoennes dba Rich’s Bar, Turn of the Century Rest/Inns dba The Gaslight and Stephen D’Alessio dba Sandstone Area Golf Course subject to background check and proper insurance, and 9B-Approve 3.2 on sale license for Dan Lang dba Sandstone Lanes subject to background check and proper insurance. Motion carried 3-0, Bonander abstaining. 

FINANCE OFFICER’S REPORT

Motion Bonander, second Tauer to approve and pay claims in the amount of $45,095.13. Motion carried 4-0. 

OLD & CONTINUING BUSINESS

Sewer Rodder

Askov had requested that Hinckley and Sandstone buy out Askov’s interest in the jointly purchased sewer rodder for $10,000.00. Hinckley and Sandstone offered Askov $2,500.00 Askov then requested $4,000.00 Sandstone and Hinckley City Councils passed motions denying the request for $4,000.00.

Askov asked for a reconsideration of their request, and there was a meeting of the three mayors and staff on May 20. Atterbury stated that Sandstone and Hinckley were in consensus that the cities should pay Askov $ 3,600.00. 

Motion Atterbury, second Bonander to offer the City of Askov $3,600.00. Motion carried 3-1.

Old Military Road project – Financing

Ehlers and Associates have suggested that the City might consider refunding the 2007A bonds and add the Old Military Road project to those bonds. Ehlers provided preliminary numbers on this financing. The City may also opt to add the Division Street project to this refunding, as well.

Council had directed SEH to provide a cost estimate of repair of the two blocks of Division St from Highway 123 to Court Avenue. Estimates came in at $98,700.00. 

If the City were to move forward on the Division Street project and add this to the Old Military Rd Project, the Council would need to start the 429 assessment process for Division Street by authorizing a feasibility study. Staff asked Council if they want to work on Division St this year or add it to the Capital Improvements Plan for future years.

Bonander said he has talked with three residents of Division St, and all three were in favor of repair. Staff noted the various steps and decision points in the 429 assessment process.

Motion Atterbury, second Bonander to adopt Resolution 2011-09 authorizing a feasibility study on street improvements to Division Street. Motion carried 4-0.

Staff will get new financial numbers from Ehlers on the 2007A bonds that would include the Division Street project.

Capital Projects – Commercial Avenue

Council has discussed street improvements on Commercial Avenue from Highway 123 to 5th Street. A question arose as to the condition of the storm sewer that runs between 4th and 5th Streets. There is also some curb and gutter that needs repair or replacement. Staff needs direction as to whether or not to get quotes before proceeding. 

Atterbury stated Commercial Avenue repair is something the City must do. Staff will get quotes for repair to determine Council’s next step. No action taken.

Robinson Park camping

There are a number of City ordinances and policies that need to be reviewed and amended to allow overnight camping in Robinson Park. The City Attorney suggested City Code Section 815 should be amended to specifically allow camping in areas in the park as designated by City Council. A side question is whether or not permits should be required.

Bonander suggested that the City make use of a lockbox for donations rather than issuing permits. The revenue gained would be comparable, and there would not be the administrative work of getting permits to the people.

Council must also decide on whether there should be a limit on number of consecutive nights. Bonander stated he felt three days should be adequate. Stadin mentioned that state parks allow two weeks.   Seven days was agreed on by consensus.

Another issue to consider is parking, whether to allow parking at each campsite or just in the parking lot. Atterbury stated that campers could unload at their sites but park in the parking lot. Bonander responded that tourists at Robinson Park tend to have a lot of gear and would prefer campsite parking.

Also to consider is the application of curfew rules within the park, whether to allow minors to camp in the park without an adult. Stadin and Bonander recommended no camping for unattended minors.

Staff will take Council recommendations to the City Attorney and have language developed in ordinances.

NEW BUSINESS

Sanitary sewer project

The sanitary sewer line from the Trailer Park south behind the car wash has collapsed. Ads were placed, and the City received two quotes. MPJ Enterprises had the low quote of $11,161.00 and submitted all the proper licenses and paperwork. The project would be paid for out of the Sewer Outlay restricted cash account in the Sewer Fund.

Motion Stadin, second Tauer to approve a contract with MPJ Enterprises for the repair of sanitary sewer line south of Jay Street. Motion carried 4-0.

Golf Course capital purchase/repair

The Golf Course has notified the City that the sand rake has broken down and is in need of repair or replacement. At this time, golf staff is attempting its own repairs. If unsuccessful, a new engine would cost $2,295.00, and a new sand rake would be between $14,700.00 and $16,200.00.

No action taken.

Commercial Building Maintenance Code
Stadin had asked for a review of the City ordinance relating to commercial and industrial buildings. Stadin stated that subdivisions one, two, three, four and six of City Code section 430 should be amended because City code does not address abandoned commercial buildings. He referred to the Milk Drying building as an example of this. Staff responded that actions change when addressing dangerous properties versus nuisance properties. Stadin recommended that after seven years of abandonment, building maintenance codes no longer apply.

Motion Bonander, second Tauer to direct staff to have City Attorney craft language in section 430 of City Code to include Council recommendations. Motion carried 4-0.

REPORTS

Motion Bonander, second Stadin to accept the reports as follows:  Summary of paid claims. Motion carried 4-0. 
WRITTEN NOTICES AND COMMUNICATIONS

There were none.

ADMINISTRATOR’S REPORT

The Administrator provided a written report updating the status of small projects. He said the City spent $1,200.00 to get the street sweeper running. He m noted that a possible state government shut down may delay the City receiving its Local Government Aid check. He provided an update on NLX and noted he assisted with an article for the LMC magazine. He said that MSA Engineering is to feature Sandstone in their next quarterly publication. He noted that Soil & Water rescinded its offer of a cost share grant for well closure at the old Milk Drying plant property. The Department of Health may have some available grants for this project. 

ADJOURN

Motion Tauer, second Atterbury to adjourn at 8:38 p.m. Motion carried 4-0.

___________________________________

Randy Atterbury, Mayor

                                                                            Attest:  

                                                                                        __________________________

                                                                                        Sam Griffith, Clerk

