Regular Council February 15, 2012


SANDSTONE CITY COUNCIL

REGULAR MEETING

February 15, 2012

CALL TO ORDER

Mayor called the meeting to order at 6:30 p.m.

ROLL CALL

Members present:
Tauer, Kester, Atterbury, Stadin, Bonander 

Members absent:
none

Staff present:
Administrator Griffith, Recording Secretary Hormillosa, 

                                    Hormillosa, CATV

Others present:
John Angell, Kevin Koen, Tim Franklin, John Kern, Mark Ruff, Meliza Hernandez, Judy Johnson

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE

Staff and members recited the Pledge of Allegiance.

ADDITIONS OR CORRECTIONS TO THE AGENDA

Motion Bonander, second Tauer to accept the agenda for February 15 with the addition of 9B, 9C, 9D and 9E. Motion carried 5-0.

SPECIAL ITEMS OF BUSINESS

Old Military Road and Division Street Assessment Hearing

Motion Stadin, second Bonander to open the Old Military Road and Division Street Assessment Hearing at 6:31pm. Motion carried 5-0.

The City completed the road and drainage improvements on Old Military and Division. The City needs to assess at least 20% of the total project cost to all the benefiting properties. Notices were sent to each affected property owner and notice was published in the Courier. However, before the Council certifies the assessment, they must hold a public hearing. 

Kevin Koen and John Angell came before the Council to state that they had not received any original notice that work was going to be done. They did receive the Public hearing notice.  Staff looked back in the records and found that letters had been sent to both Koen and Angell. 

They asked if the City would reduce the amount that they will be assessed, as they are looking to sell the property and it is no longer worth the sum of what they paid for it and what they will be assessed. 

Staff responded that should the City lower their assessment, the assessment for all the other properties will go up. Koen and Angell added that they are opposed to paying the full assessment and understand they have other options as outlined in the notice.

Motion Bonander, second Kester to close the Old Military Road and Division Street Assessment Hearing at 6:59. Motion carried 5-0. 

Motion Atterbury, second Stadin to approve Resolution 2012-07, which adopts the proposed assessment roll for the 2012 Old Military Road and Division Street Projects. Motion carried 5-0.

Sale of 2012A Improvement Bonds

The City recently completed the Old Military Road and Division Street project and directed the financial advisors to present options for financing the work. Ehlers proposed that the City refinance the 2007 Improvement Bonds and add the Old Military and Division Street Project into the new issue. 

Mark Ruff, Ehlers & Associates, noted that four (4) bids were received for refinancing the 2007 Improvement Bonds with the low bid coming from Northview Bank. He added that as there were no underwriter’s fees in the Northview bid the total fees came in less than expected and therefore the total amount of the bond was reduced. 

He recommended that the City award the refinancing to Northview Bank with the closing to be on March 4th.

Motion Bonander, second Stadin to adopt Resolution 2012-08, which authorizes the sale of the 2012A Improvement Bonds. Motion carried 5-0. 

PETITIONS OR COMPLAINTS

John Kern noted that the ice rinks are now ready. Bonander added that the ice in Robinson Park is great and that there have been a lot of climbers. Stadin stated that he has noticed a lot of off-premise signs around town. 

APPROVAL OF MEETING MINUTES

Motion Kester, second Bonander to approve the meeting minutes for February 6. Motion carried 5-0. 

PUBLIC HEARING

There was none.

CONSENT AGENDA

Motion Bonander, second Stadin to accept the consent agenda as follows: 9A-Authorize Administrator’s attendance at LMC Annual Meeting in Duluth on June 20-22, 9B-Approve Special Events permit for OctoberFest, 9C-Approve noise ordinance variance for OctoberFest, 9D-Set the unpaid utility and city services assessment hearing for March 21 at 7:15 p.m., and 9E-Set Special meeting for Tuesday, April 24 at 7:00 p.m. for the Board of Review. Motion carried 5-0. 

FINANCE OFFICER’S REPORT

Motion Bonander, second Tauer to approve and pay claims in the amount of $18,528.94. Motion carried 5-0. 

OLD & CONTINUING BUSINESS

Loan agreement-NPAHD

The City agreed to provide a line of credit to the NPAHD for transition costs, subject to Council approval of a loan agreement. The City Attorney prepared a draft agreement which is being reviewed by the NPAHD attorney. In order to avoid creating issues with any outstanding NPAHD bonds, the terms of the agreement will make the loan short term so that it can be paid back yet this year.   

No action taken. 

NEW BUSINESS

There was none. 

REPORTS

Motion Bonander, second Tauer to accept the reports as follows:  Summary of paid claims and PeopleService Operations report. Motion carried 5-0. 

WRITTEN NOTICES AND COMMUNICATIONS

There were none.

ADMINISTRATOR’S REPORT

Fire Formula is on February 16 at 7 p.m. at City Hall. On March 6 there will be a workshop with Ehlers, among others, to discuss the future of Wild River. March 21 SEH will be presenting the Capital Improvements Plan costs. 

ADJOURN

Motion Tauer, second Kester to adjourn at 7:38 p.m. Motion carried 5-0.
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Randy Atterbury, Mayor
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Sam Griffith, Clerk

