SANDSTONE CITY COUNCIL

REGULAR MEETING

September 21, 2011

CALL TO ORDER

Mayor called the meeting to order at 7:00 p.m.

ROLL CALL

Members present:        Tauer, Kester, Atterbury, Stadin, Bonander 

Members absent:         none

Staff present:               Administrator Griffith, Recording Secretary Hormillosa, 

                                    Hormillosa, CATV

Others present
Tim Franklin, Tim Schmutzer, Thomas Koerber 

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE

Staff and members recited the Pledge of Allegiance.

ADDITIONS OR CORRECTIONS TO THE AGENDA

Motion Bonander, second Kester to accept the agenda for September 21, with the deletion of 9C-Approve special events permit and one day liquor license for the Chamber for October 15, and the addition of 9D-Appoint Stephanie Griffith to the Library Board and 9E-Authorize two ‘Slow-Children at Play’ signs for Ash Avenue. Motion carried 5-0. 

SPECIAL ITEMS OF BUSINESS

There were none. 

PETITIONS OR COMPLAINTS

Bonander noted that he went to Milwaukee and toured a Talgo train facility. He added that October 20 is the Chamber Chili Cook-Off at the Golf Course from 5-7. He also mentioned that a St. Cloud State class came to Robinson Park to do their graduation exercises. 

APPROVAL OF MEETING MINUTES

Motion Bonander, second Kester to approve the meeting minutes for September 7. Motion carried 5-0. 

PUBLIC HEARING

There was none.

CONSENT AGENDA

Motion Bonander, second Tauer to accept the consent agenda as follows: 9A-Set a Truth in Taxation public meeting for December 7, 9B-Appoint Elsie Lundorff to the Library Board, 9D-Appoint Stephanie Griffith to the Library Board and 9E-Authorize two ‘Slow-Children at Play’ signs on Ash Avenue. Motion carried 5-0. 

FINANCE OFFICER’S REPORT

Motion Bonander, second Stadin to approve and pay claims in the amount of $45,957.00 and $20,244.02. Motion carried 5-0. 

The Finance Officer provided the Cash Balance, Revenues and Expenditure report for August. 

OLD & CONTINUING BUSINESS

Capital Improvements Plans

Staff noted that no action was necessary, but that the Council members needed to drive on the streets and prioritize the list of street projects. 

Atterbury noted that because of all the repairs the City already made for water and sewer, the City wouldn’t be able to do any more this year. Staff responded that the City does not have to do these projects this year, but that the projects should be prioritized so that the City can get feasibility studies done so that they have the information for a Capital Improvements Plan. 

NEW BUSINESS

Tax exempt financing for PHASE

The City is allowed to issue tax exempt debt on behalf of a non-profit organization. PHASE and Northview Bank are asking the City to issue tax exempt debt for the purchase of the old Chris’ Food Store. The debt is non-recourse to the city and the issuer will pay all the City’s costs including the fees to Kennedy & Graven as Issuer’s Counsel.  

Stadin stated that he does not want to see another tax exempt property in the City. Staff responded that this does not affect property tax status, it only affects the debt on the building. 

Motion Bonander, second Tauer to adopt Resolution 2011-22 to set a Public Hearing for October 19 on the issuance of this tax exempt debt. Motion carried 5-0. 

Administrator’s Review

Mayor Atterbury stated that the comments from his fellow Council members called the Administrator “satisfactory and commendable.” Atterbury added that while he thinks the Administrator does a wonderful job, he hasn’t seen many development changes in the City. As an example, he noted that the airport property still has not been dealt with, and that the railroad has not yet come to Sandstone. Bonander responded that in defense of the projects that have not been completed, they are very long-term projects that require long-term vision. Bonander continued that the proposal for Cabella’s was well-received, that the Administrator is working on getting a new FCI Facility for Sandstone, and that the airport property has been moved up to a marketable status. He stated that he thinks a lot of progress has been made. 

The Administrator requested that he be given a 2.5% increase in his wages and that the City match his retirement. 

There was a shore discussion

Motion Atterbury, second Kester to give the Administrator a 2% pay increase and to match his retirement. Motion carried 5-0. 

Out-of-state travel: Bonander

Policy states that out-of-state travel by Council members for City business must be approved. 

Bonander recused himself from the discussion and vote.

Previously, Bonander traveled to Milwaukee, Wisconsin, to represent the NLX and toured the Talgo train factory and is requesting retroactive permission to travel and to be reimbursed for travel, meals and lodging as per the City Policy. 

Motion Atterbury, second Stadin to approve the travel and reimbursement of Council member Bonander for his trip to Milwaukee. Motion carried 4-0. 

Out-of-state travel 

Council policy requires that any out-of-state travel on behalf of the City be approved for October 31 through November 4.   

Bonander recused himself from the discussion and vote.

The City has the opportunity to meet with the Minnesota Congressional delegation in Washington D.C. The mayor of Finlayson and the President of the local FCI workers’ union will be traveling to D.C. during this time to discuss union issues with follow-up meetings to discuss the expansion of the FCI and future rail funding. Council member Bonander is requesting permission to attend this year and to be reimbursed for airfare and meals according to the City Policy. 

Atterbury asked Bonander why he was going. Bonander responded that he would have the opportunity to talk with Senators and Congressmen and that the City will not have to pay lobbyists. 

Motion Kester, second Stadin to approve Council member Bonander’s travel to Washington D.C. and approve reimbursement for airfare and meals. Motion carried 4-0. 

TIF district

The City established a renewal and renovation tax increment financing district to assist with the infrastructure for the Shavor town home project. Minnesota Statutes limit the maximum duration of TIF districts and renewal and renovation districts are limited to 15 years. The district must be decertified by December 31, 2011. Resolution 2011-23 starts the process by which the City will decertify the district.

Motion Kester, second Tauer to adopt Resolution 2011-23 to decertify Tax Increment District #1-2. Motion carried 5-0. 

REPORTS

There were none. 

WRITTEN NOTICES AND COMMUNICATIONS

There were none.

ADMINISTRATOR’S REPORT

The Administrator noted that there is a Utility Rates Public Hearing on October 19 at 6:30 p.m. and that there is a 2012 Budget and Levy Workshop on November 15. He added that there is an LMC Land Use online training, a Linking Land Use to Water Resources workshop in Hinckley on September 29 and a Blandin Foundation Broadband Conference in Duluth on November 16 and 17. He gave the Council a few updates, mentioning that the DEED grant for the Food Center project infrastructure is officially closed, that the FEMA grant application for the new pumper has been submitted and that the FEMA application for training funds has been submitted. 

ADJOURN

Motion Stadin, second Tauer to adjourn at 8:06 p.m. Motion carried 5-0. 

_________________________





Randy Atterbury, Mayor
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Sam Griffith, Clerk

