City of Sandstone

Thriving Community Program

Economic Growth Task Force
Tuesday, June 11, 2013 – City Hall

Minutes

Present:  Jill Warner, Mary Franklin, Kristee Thorvig, Sandi Sandwick, Leaha Jackson, Sam Griffith 


Buy Local program

There was an update from Jill on the current status of the program.  It has been an educational experience for everyone.
There should be an ad reminding everyone that the first quarter drawing is approaching.  Sam will work on that.

The next item was the second quarter program and what needs to be done. 

The posters and flyers needs to be changed.  The poster should include a picture of the card. Leaha will work on that.   

There needs to be a new kick-off ad and an ad for the winner of the first quarter drawing.

Jill will talk to Chris’ Food and the Credit Union about setting up for an informational display in July and August.  Jill will find volunteers to man the sites.

More information needs to be presented to the Chamber and Buy Local information needs to be available at Quarry Days.

A map should be developed to locate where the participating businesses are located.  This will address a major issue.  The Chamber will be approached about re-issuing the city map.  This will help the Buy Local program and also be a great hand out to visitors and new arrivals.   The sale of ads usually covers the printing costs. Someone needs to update the map.

Calendar display
Sandy brought a table flyer made from light card stock and folded to create a pyramid which lists events for three months with room for an ad.  This would be a way to get certain events in front of the public at all restaurants and lodgings.  There was a discussion about what kind of events and how you would prioritize them.  The ad should cover the cost of printing as we assume the need for about 150.  This could be done every two months as well.  Costs will be checked and this will also be brought to the Chamber.
UM Extension
Sam recommend that the Task Force recommend that the UM Extension do a Market Area Profile to get retail numbers for use by the business community.  We will ask about the additional costs to include seasonal numbers.  The Task Force agreed that this is a good idea that they support.  Sam will get a contract with UM Extension.
Next meeting: When needed.
Minutes by Sam Griffith
