City of Sandstone

Thriving Community Program

Economic Growth Task Force
Minutes

Tuesday, February 19, 2013 – City Hall
Present:  Jill Warner, Tyler Zemke, John Carlson, Mary Franklin, Sam Griffith 


The meeting was called to consider the problem that has arisen regarding the BuyLocal program.

By requiring someone to make a purchase to enter a drawing we have created a lottery which is illegal in Minnesota except for the State.  We checked with several other cities including Arden Hills and bound that they do not require a purchase.

We could possibly do a raffle wherein you buy a ticket to win a prize but then the Chamber or another non-profit would have to sponsor as the City cannot sponsor gaming. 

There has been very good response from the business community and there was a lot of disappointment on the part of the Task Force with the news.
At the next meeting, staff will have some educational materials as the goal here is still to educate the public about the necessity to shop local.
There is still no word on whether or not the Chamber will participate on the WebQA micro website project.  Their major issue relates to assisting non- Chamber members with Chamber funds.
Next meeting will be Thursday, February 28 at Noon at site to be determined.

Minutes by Sam Griffith

