CITY OF SANDSTONE

EDA MEETING

June 15, 2011

CALL TO ORDER

The meeting was called to order at 8:15 p.m. by Chairman Bonander.

ROLL CALL

Members Present:       Tauer, Kester, Atterbury, Stadin, Bonander

Members Absent:        none

Staff Present:              Griffith, Hormillosa, Hormillosa, CATV

Others Present:           Erika Hormillosa, Tim Franklin, Jack Allen   

ADDITIONS OR CORRECTIONS TO THE AGENDA

Motion Atterbury, second Tauer to approve the agenda for June 15. Motion carried 5-0.

APPROVAL OF MEETING MINUTES

Motion Tauer, second Atterbury to approve the meeting minutes for May 18 and May 31 with one correction to add the names of the four Wild River residents attending May 31. Motion carried 5-0.

CONTINUING BUSINESS

Wild River

Staff will invite Podawiltz Development to a meeting with the EDA to discuss their plans for the apartments and their management ideas. 

The EDA considered having an appraisal done on the apartments. 

Additionally, the EDA considered refinancing the apartments last year, however the market turned down and the EDA could not achieve the savings it was seeking. However, Piper Jaffray has prepared some new numbers, which show that the savings floor can now be met. 

Kennedy & Graven prepared a memo on the requirements for a sale of the Wild River Apartments and a revised draft of the necessary special legislation needed.

Old School

Jack Allen, AYM, provided an update on how his plans for the Old School are progressing. He is currently fundraising and is working with companies to create possible contracts. 

NEW BUSINESS
Security cameras for Wild River

Wild River is asking the EDA to pay for security cameras for the apartments. They are making this request due to the fact that recently a lawnmower was stolen and strangers have tried to enter the senior building. 

Proposals were received from two firms. Staff added that part of the effect of security cameras is psychological and they may not prevent anything from happening. Bonander stated that there were probably better quotes available, and that he thought the prices were too high. The consensus was to get more quotes and options for security cameras. 
Enventis request

The City has received a request from Enventis, a broadband provider, asking for land to build a regeneration station.   Staff had identified several sites and the one site that was pursued ended up not becoming available.  Enventis is using stimulus funds for the project and is on a very tight timeline and is requesting that the EDA consider providing them an appropriate parcel in the Grant Knowles Plat for this project.  They need about a 50 by 100 foot parcel and there would be a parcel that size that could come out of the east easement in the Plat.

Motion Atterbury, second Stadin to direct staff to work with Enventis to find and convey an appropriate parcel in the Grant Knowles Plat subject to all EDA costs being covered.  Motion approved 5-0.

Hospital Project

Rumors in Sandstone have been stating that a new hospital is no longer coming to Sandstone. Staff wanted to clarify by stating that nothing has been decided for sure and would like to write letters of inquiry to Essentia asking them as to their intentions.

Motion Atterbury, second Kester to authorize Staff to write letters of inquiry to Essentia asking about their intentions for the hospital and nursing home. Motion carried 5-0. 

ADJOURN

Motion Tauer, second Kester to adjourn at 8:45 p.m. Motion carried 5-0. 

_____________________________________

Leonard Bonander, Chairperson

________________________________________

Sam Griffith, Executive Director
                                                 

