Sandstone City Council Meeting Minutes

Regular Meeting

Aug 5, 2015

Call to Order: 7:00 PM
Roll Call:  Steffen, Kester, Spartz, Franklin and Bonander
Members absent: none
Staff present: Administrator Griffith, Recording Secretary Nelson

Others present:  Andrew Kast student at the UofW Superior, Aaron Kampa, Sheriff’s Department, Jason & Jodi Isaacson and Angie Blazek with Great Lakes Management.
Pledge of Allegiance:
Members and staff recited the Pledge of Allegiance

Additions and/or Corrections to the Agenda
Motion Bonander, second Franklin to accept the agenda with the addition of a setback discussion under new business.  Motion carried 5-0.
Special Items of Business: 
Angie Blazek with Great Lakes Management gave the second quarter report for Wild River Apartments.  She discussed the budget, unit turnovers, and occupancy review and the plan to install new playground equipment.
Aaron Kampa reported on the month of July with 183 calls with details regarding a large quantity of drugs confiscated and the ongoing challenges of petty thefts.
The Federal EDA has given preliminary approval to the City’s grant application. There is additional work to be submitted within two weeks.  The good news is that these funds will reduce the assessments necessary for the project.

Petitions or Complaints by Residents and/or Council members 
There is a complaint from members of the senior center regarding their lack of funds.  
The parade route – there’s a portion of road that has settled and the local residents are concerned that it could cause someone to fall.

Approval of Meeting Minutes: 
Motion Kester, second Bonander to accept the July 15 meeting minutes.  Motion carried 5-0.
Public Hearing: none
Consent Agenda: 
Motion Kester, second Franklin to approve Resolution 2015-25 to amend the fee schedule, the OSAC special event permit and to appoint Dave Spizcka and Jordan Heller as probationary firefighters for the City of Sandstone.  Motion carried 5-0.
Financial Reports

A/P Clerk – Claims
Motion Bonander, second Kester to accept and pay claims.  Motion carried 5-0.

Old & Continuing Business:
Administrator Job Description and Executive search firms
The administrator provided a list of search firms for the Council to consider.  He then went over some of his current duties and responsibilities as administrator/CFO/treasurer.  The first item to be accomplished is deciding on a job description and what skills does the council want.  
Questions came up regarding how other cities accomplish hiring their administrators, how will the search be paid for, how long it should take and when the search should be started.  It was agreed that background and experience in economic development was imperative.  The council will come up with the questions they need to ask the search firms to determine which one the city should use as well as any changes they want to make to the job description.
Gebhard purchase agreement
The city agreed to purchase a tax forfeited parcel and sell it to Mr. Gebhard, the adjacent property owner subject to Council review of final contract.
Motion Bonander, Kester second to authorize the acquisition of tax forfeited parcel 45.5306.000 from Pine County if the environmental report shows no major hazardous materials and if Ace Hardware enters into an agreement with the City to purchase the parcel from the City for its costs and with agreement to demolish and remove the building within a period of time.   Motion carried 5-0.

Consider changes to Rental License Ordinance

There was a workshop with the landlords, which resulted in feedback on a couple of issues in the current ordinance.  Section 440-27 says the landlord has to post a notice that the property is a rental.  Section 440-09 states that even if the property is exempt from inspections, the owner still has to pay the license fee.  There was a conversation regarding was comes under the inspection.  A sample fire safety inspection form was given to the council.
Motion Bonander, second Franklin to direct attorney to revise the Rental Licensing ordinance removing the post of license requirement - 440-27 and provide it for further review.  Motion carried 5-0.

Motion Franklin, second Bonander to set a public hearing on the Rental Licensing and Inspection Ordinance for September 2   Motion carried 5-0.

New Business
Request for Children at Play signs
Several residents along Park Avenue have signed a petition to request “Children at Play” signs.
Motion Franklin, second Bonander to approve installation of Children at Play signs on Park Avenue between 5th and 6th Streets.  Motion carried 5-0.

Authorize administrator to develop TIF plan & downtown TIF district
One way to provide some funding for improvements to commercial buildings is to create a TIF district to generate some revenue. The city needs to discover if there are enough commercial buildings that meet the requirements to develop a TIF district.  
Questions were considered regarding who would benefit and how would the TIF be implemented.  A qualified building inspector would need to be found as well.
Motion Steffen, second Spartz to authorize the development of a draft TIF Plan for commercial improvements and to find a qualified building official to undertake inspections of downtown commercial buildings to establish if the area would qualify as either a Renewal & Renovation District or as a Redevelopment District and what the cost would be.  Motion carried 5-0.
Extend the LHB contract for library space planning services 
The city has a contract with LHB to locate a new library space.  A number of sites have been located but there are additional spaces possible.
Motion Bonander, second Spartz to approve extending the LHB contract in library space planning.  Motion carried 5-0.

Set Public Hearing for September 2 to discuss set back requirements in Medical Services District

Motion Franklin, second Bonander to set a Public Hearing for September 2, 2015 at 7:15 pm to consider amending the setback requirements in the Medical Services District.  Motion carried 5-0.
Reports

Motion Kester, second Franklin to accept the reports of paid claims and investment.  Motion carried 5-0.
Written Notices and Communications:  none 
Administrator’s Report   
The council will receive a 2016 budget draft soon.  The Army Corps of Engineers are updating and surveying flood plain cross sections and there will be no cost to the city.  Essentia would like to put up an electronic message board and would like to know if the city would like to participate.  The Tax Increment and Tax Abatement workshop went well.  The contracts are signed for the paving of Angle and Court Avenues.  Old Military and Airport Road project out to bid.  Old Military will be straightened out somewhat.  
Adjourn
Motion Kester, second Spartz to adjourn at 8:33 PM.  Motion carried 5-0.
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Carl Steffen, Mayor 
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Sam Griffith, Clerk

