Sandstone City Council Meeting Minutes

Regular Meeting

July 15, 2015

Call to Order: 7:00 PM
Roll Call:  Steffen, Kester, Spartz and Bonander
Members absent: Franklin
Staff present: Administrator Griffith, Recording Secretary Nelson

Others present:  Chris Henjum with the Coalition of Greater MN Cities and Aaron Kampa, Pine County Sheriff’s deputy.
Pledge of Allegiance:
Members and staff recited the Pledge of Allegiance.
Additions and/or Corrections to the Agenda
Motion Bonander, second Kester to accept the agenda.  Motion carried 4-0.
Special Items of Business: 
Chris Henjum – Analyst and Attorney with the Coalition of Greater MN Cities.  Mr. Henjum gave the council an end of session report that included the legislature’s failures and successes.
Mr. Kampa from the sheriff’s department reported 165 service calls for the month of June.  More than one business had vehicles’ fuel siphoned off.
There was a question regarding how camping is being enforced in Robinson Park.  The sheriff has not evicted any campers.  Vandals continue to break windows in the abandoned school. The sheriff’s department is investigating several suspects.
Petitions or Complaints by Residents and/or Council members 
There was a petition from some residents on Park Avenue with a request to have Children at Play signs installed.
Quarry Days is just around the corner and as the city gets more visitors there will be complaints regarding the condition of the old school building.  

Approval of Meeting Minutes: 
Motion Kester, second Bonander to approve the July 1 meeting minutes.  Motion carried 4-0.
Public Hearing: none
Consent Agenda: 
Motion Bonander, second Kester to approve the sale of S ½ of Lot 43, Section F, 2nd Addition - Johnson and receipt of perpetual care payment.  Motion carried 4-0.
Financial Reports

A/P Clerk – Claims
Motion Bonander, second Spartz to accept and pay claims.  Motion carried 4-0.

Old & Continuing Business:
Business Park – Land Divisions

The EDA owns the land in the proposed Business Park.   To proceed with the development and sale of the properties, these parcels need to be split into smaller parcels. The north 40 acre parcel will be split into two parcels and the next 40 acre parcel will be split into three parcels.  
The subdivision ordinance allows the City to waive certain requirements of the ordinance when the parcel is split into three or fewer parcels.

Resolution 2015-23 will waive certain subdivision requirements including the requirement of a public hearing.
Motion Bonander, second Kester to approve Resolution 2015-23 waiving some of the subdivision code requirements.  Motion carried 4-0.

Parcel split

The Planning Commission met June 10 and is recommending the Council approve the split of the north forty-acre site 45.0108.000 into two parcels.  A drawing and legals were provided.
Motion Bonander, second Spartz to approve Resolution 2015-21 approving the split of the north forty-acre site 45.0108.000.  Motion carried 4-0.

Parcel Split
At its June 10th meeting, the Planning Commission discussed this parcel split and recommends the Council approve the split of the second forty-acre parcel into three – one parcel will be retained by the EDA, another will be sold to KC Companies and the third will be offered to KC Companies on a right of first refusal basis.   A drawing and legals were provided.
Motion Bonander, second Kester to approve Resolution 2015-22 approving the split of the second forty-acre site 45.0110.000 into three parcels.  Motion carried 4-0.

New Business
Old Military and Airport Road Improvement Project 
Old Military and Airport Roads need to be improved so that they can be used as the construction access for the Business Park.   Council had authorized SEH to develop plans and specifications.   Upon approval, the project will go to bid with bids due August 17.
Motion Kester, second by Spartz to approve Resolution 2015-20 approving the plans and specifications and ordering the advertisement for bids for the Old Military and Airport Road Improvement project.  Motion carried 4-0.

Tax Forfeit purchase

The white building at 214 Main, parcel 45.5306.000, has gone tax forfeit and will be offered at sheriff’s auction this fall.  The building is valued at less than $100.00.  The proposal is for the City to acquire the building from the County and the sell it for its costs including title transfer to the owner of Ace Hardware, Matt Gebhart.  Ace Hardware would sign a purchase agreement with the city to pay those costs and have the building demolished and removed within a certain period of time.  
Motion Kester, second by Steffen to approve purchase of tax forfeit parcel and sell it to Matt Gebhart subject to final review of the agreement.  Motion carried 4-0.

Approve Resolution 2015 – 24 – set Tax Abatement public hearing.  
The Council is considering providing assistance to Gateway Clinic with tax abatement to make their project financially feasible.  The city, county and school district will be asked to abate its portion of property taxes that are paid by the project.  The length of the tax abatement is determined by which entities agree.
Motion Bonander, second by Kester to approve Resolution 2015-24 to set a Tax Abatement public hearing for Gateway Family Health Clinic project.  Motion carried 4-0.

Set hourly rate standards.  
Currently when the city performs certain tasks such as moving trash or mowing tall grass, it charges a rate that only pays for the worker’s wage and not benefits.  The true personnel cost includes benefits and those benefits should be included in what the Council should charge.
Motion Kester, second by Steffen to set hourly rate standards that more effectively cover salary and benefits and a ten percent administration cost.  Motion carried 4-0.

Reports

Motion Bonander, second Spartz to accept the reports of paid claims, cash balance report and Planning Commission minutes.  Motion carried 4-0.
Written Notices and Communications:  
Letter of Union notice of desire to negotiate.
Administrator’s Report   
Administrator talked about the workshop on Tax Increment and Tax Abatement and its postponement to Friday, July 31st at 11:00am.  Another application for EDA membership has been received.  The application is open for 2 more weeks.  The administrator is on vacation next week.  The Council needs to review the administrator’s job description.  
Adjourn
Motion Kester, second Spartz to adjourn at 8:12 PM.  Motion carried 4-0.
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Sam Griffith, Clerk

