SANDSTONE CITY COUNCIL
REGULAR MEETING
April 15, 2015
[bookmark: _GoBack]
CALL TO ORDER: 7:08

ROLL CALL:  Franklin, Kester, Steffen, Spartz, and Bonander
Members absent:  none
Staff present:  Administrator Griffith
Others present:  Roger Volk, Rose Spencer, Tesla Apple, and Sarah Sonsalla

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE:
Members and staff recited the Pledge of Allegiance

ADDITIONS AND/OR CORRECTION TO THE AGENDA:
Motion Bonander, second Spartz to approve the agenda.  Motion carried 5-0.

SPECIAL ITEMS OF BUSINESS:
Roger Volk – Fire Formula 
Five thousand dollars from the formula payments as well as loan payments from the city go into this fund every year.  Discussion regarding how and when this funds should be used to reimburse for purchases.  The townships would like charges from 2013 and 2014 to be reimbursed.  Administrator will look at the previous discussions and report back to the city council.

PETITIONS OR COMPLAINTS BY RESIDENTS AND/OR COUNCIL MEMBERS
Rose Spencer 
She asked about the status of the golf course billboard and when and where it could be put back up.  With the postponement of the land closing, the ownership of the property is still with the EDA.  The signs were removed so there would be no question of clear title.  The council is sympathetic and another open area near the south end that is in the township will be investigated.

APPROVAL OF MEETING MINUTES:  
Motion Bonander, second Franklin to approve the April 1 minutes.  Motion carried 5-0.

PUBLIC HEARING: none

CONSENT AGENDA:
Motion Bonander, second Franklin to approve the PaddleFest special events permit with conditions, approve the Quarry Days special events permit with conditions, approve additional Quarry Day requests with conditions, approve the Quarry Days fireworks activities with conditions, approve the gaming permit for Chamber for Quarry Days, and approve the gaming permit for Chamber for PaddleFest.  Motion carried 5-0



FINANCIAL REPORTS:
A/P Clerk – Claims

Motion Bonander, second Kester to approve and pay claims.  Motion carried 5-0.

OLD & CONTINUING BUSINESS:
Support for Smithsonian exhibit on water at Northwoods      
The Audubon Center of the Northwoods has applied to be a host of the exhibit and is one of the finalists.  They will need local support if they are chosen.

Motion Bonander, second Spartz to support the Audubon Center for hosting the display and possibly lending financial aid in the future.  Motion carried 5-0. 

Britton Land Acqusition
The purchase of land from Gordon Britton to allow improvements to Old Military Road were not completed in 2014 due to health issues.  Administrator recommends some additional funds so that the property can be recorded.

Motion Franklin second Spartz to authorize an additional expenditure not to exceed $ 500.  Motion carried 5-0.

NEW BUSINESS:
Approve hire of Larry Volk for Streets & Parks summer helper  
There have been five applications with two not meeting the basic requirements.  The Personnel Committee recommends the Council hire Larry Volk for the position subject to his passing a physical.

Motion Franklin, second Bonander to hire Larry Volk upon his passing the physical exam.  Motion carried 5-0.

Approve City acting as its own agent in regards to Workers Compensation
The city applies for workers compensation through LMCIT each year.  The city handles the application and all injury report and submits paperwork to ensure that the employee is fully cared for.  The LMCIT is paying 2% of the claim to the City’s Insurance Agent of record for the work that is being done by the City.  
Staff recommends the preparation of a letter to the LMCIT notifying them that the City will act as its own agent for Workers Comp claims.

Motion Kester, second Bonander to direct that a letter to LMCIT be written naming the city as its own agent in regards to Workers Compensation.  Carried 5-0.

Discuss Fire Billing
We have established fees for services.  There is no charge for the first false alarm and repeat occurrences being charged incrementally more.  The council discussed who gets the bill if the neighbor calls in thinking there’s a fire at someone else’s home.  It does cost money every time the truck rolls out but should a “good intent” call be billed the full amount and who should pay?  
The City has a dispute resolution process.  It goes first to the city administrator, appealed to the fee dispute resolution committee and then to the City Council.  
Getting paged to a house is different than getting paged to a field.  Unless they have a contract with the City, each township is responsible for billing.  The only false alarms that we bill are those that occur in the city limits.  
The city council has the ability to change the fees should they wish.  We cannot charge the FCI for fire protection, but we do charge for fire suppression. 

REPORTS:
Motion Bonander, second Franklin to accept paid claims, cash flow and investment report and the PeopleService operations report.

WRITTEN NOTICES & COMMUNICATIONS
None

ADMINISTRATOR’S REPORT
The Administrator reminded the Council of the Thriving community meeting at the golf course, April 21, 7pm as well as a County - City meeting at 7pm same date.  April 25 is City Cleanup Day.  Pine Tech is interviewing candidates for president April 20-23.  The LMC Annual conference is June 25 & 26 in Duluth.  
We have an appointment with Senator Stump and plans to talk to house members, as all bonding bills have to start in the house.  As far as the EDA grant application, we haven’t heard from them in 7-8 days.  We’re thinking that a good thing.  A nice thank you from Harvest Christian School was received regarding the Sandstone Ice Rink.
The extension of Lundorff Drive found a power pole is the middle of the road.  We’re going to have to pay Great Central Energy to move it. 
Congressman Rick Nolan is going to be stopping by on Friday.  We’re going to meet in the parking lot of Gateway Clinic.

ADJOURN:  8:24
Motion Franklin, second Steffen to adjourn at 8:24.  Motion carried 5-0.


________________________________________________
Carl Steffen, Mayor

						_______________________________________________
						Sam Griffith, Clerk
