Sandstone City Council 
Meeting Minutes
April 1, 2015

Call to Order: 7:00pm
Roll Call
Members: Bonander, Kester, Franklin, Steffen, and Spartz

Members absent: none

Staff present: Administrator Griffith

Others present:  Jim Best representing DAV, Randy Atterbury and Sheriff’s deputy.
Pledge of Allegiance
Members and staff recited the Pledge of Allegiance

Additions or Corrections to the Agenda
Motion Bonander, second Franklin to approve the agenda.  Motion carried 5-0.
Special Items of Business 
DAV & OSAC request 
Jim Best representing the Disabled American Veterans explained the exhibit coming to town to honor recent veterans and asked for assistance in meeting costs.  Staff reminded the Council that the DAV is not an organization to whom the City can make a donation but because this is an art exhibit sponsored by Old School Art Center, the donation could go to OSAC.
Motion Bonander, second Franklin to make an $850 donation to OSAC for the DAV exhibit.  Motion carried 5-0. 

Deputy reported that there is increasing activity with warmer weather including burglaries of unsecured garages.  A search is still being conducted to find Kenneth Kleppen. 

Petitions or Complaints by Residents and/or Council members   
None
Approval of Meeting Minutes
Motion Kester, second Franklin to approve minutes from March 18 meeting.  Motion carried 5-0.
Public Hearing: none
Consent Agenda: 
Motion Franklin, second Kester to approve authorizing the receipt of a perpetual care payment and sale of cemetery plot S ½ of N ½ of Lot 41, Section F 2nd Addition to Johnson; to set a Public Hearing for May 6 to amend the bylaws of the EDA; to appoint Kara Nelson as Recoding Secretary; to set a Workshop for April 15 at 6 pm on the Rental Ordinance; and to approve a special events permits for Rapid Riders.  Motion carried 5-0
Financial Reports

A/P Clerk – Claims
Council member Franklin requested an update on investments. 

Motion Bonander, second by Franklin to approve and pay claims.  Motion carried 5-0.
Old & Continuing Business 
Adopt Resolution 2015 – 16
This resolution would amend the Contract for Private Development with NPAHD to extend the closing date to a time after which all federal title work is completed.
Motion Bonander, second Kester to adopt Resolution 2015 – 16 amending the Contract for Private Development with the NPAHD.  Motion carried 5-0

Approve job description – Assistant Clerk
This new job description has been updated and would remove the Drivers License renewal duties.
Staff explained that DL portion is done under contract with the State of Minnesota.  Any transfer will be done by the commissioner.

Motion Bonander, second by Franklin to update the job description. Motion carried 5-0
Authorize advertising for Assistant Clerk position

Motion Bonander, second Kester to advertise a 20 hr. per week position.  
There was discussion regarding how many hours were necessary if drivers’ license renewal activities are no longer part of the position.  Motion defeated 1-4.  Bonander aye, Franklin, Kester, Spartz, Steffen nay.
Motion Franklin, second Spartz to advertise the position for 15 hours per week.  Motion carried 5-0.

Consider awarding contract for insurance services 

A corrected recommendation page was handed out.  The City had sent out an RFP and received two responses.  Both parties are qualified to provide the insurance agent services required by the City.  The difference is North Pine quoted a 4% fee and Town & Country quoted a 5% fee.
Motion Franklin, second Kester to award a three year contract to North Pine Insurance to act as the City’s insurance agent.  Motion carried 5-0.
Consider modifying policy regarding Fire Department Building Account
The townships to which the City provide fire services have requested that the City reimburse in payable 2016 the building repair amounts from payable 2014 and payable 2015. The reimbursement would be a credit against operating costs.  Further they request that all building repair expenses, regardless of their individual costs, be reimbursed from the Building Account.
Motion Spartz, second Bonander not to modify the Council decision to only reimburse for individual expenditures over $ 250 and to start in 2015 for payable 2016.  Motion carried 5-0.

There was discussion regarding the difference between a false alarm and a call of good intent.  Council asked for a discussion at a future meeting about fire billings.
New Business

Consider water bill waiver    
Jagger Kohler and Melanie Riley have a very large water bill payable in March due to a leaky toilet in the basement.  They are requesting a reduction or waiver of the bill.  
Motion Kester, second Sparks to deny the request for a reduction.  Motion carried 4-1.  Steffen voting nay.
Consider donation request for $ 1,000 from Old School Art Center
This request is to continue their work to provide a venue for arts and crafts.  The City contributed the same amount last year.  
Motion Bonander, second Franklin to approve the $ 1,000 donation.  Motion carried 5-0.
Discuss summer projects
Staff discussed upcoming plans for the streets, alleys, sewers and landscaping. Staff would like to get quotes for this work.
Motion Kester, second Steffen to authorize staff to get quotes for Council consideration.  Motion carried 5-0.
Staff went over projects that will be getting finished this year and others that will need to be discussed for next year’s budget.

Discuss Blandin Foundation Broadband Initiative   
The Foundation has money available to undertake broadband projects.  One project might be developing wi-fi hot spots at public locations.  Matching money would be greater if Finlayson and Askov participated.  There are other similar possibilities.
Motion Kester, second Bonander that staff may pursue options regarding the Blandin Foundation Broadband Initiative.  Motion carried 5-0.
Consider flea market proposal and fee

There is a request for continuing support for the flea market by making the parking area north of the Fire Hall available.  Support has also included providing a porta-potty for two days each week.   There is a vendor’s agreement and a $4.00 fee per day per vendor.

Motion Kester, second Bonander to continue support the flea market with a location and a porta potty.  Motion carried 3-2.  Bonander, Kester, Spartz voting aye; Franklin, Steffen voting nay.
Reports
Motion Bonander, second Spartz to accept Paid Claims.  Motion carried 5-0.
Written Notices and Communications: None 
Administrator’s Report      

The Administrator reminded the Council of a Board of Review meeting on Tuesday, April 14 at 6pm, a Council workshop on the 15th and the County/City meeting on the 21st and clean-up day on Saturday the 25th.  
After this week, the legislature has eight weeks left.
Staff reminded the council that he will be on vacation the week of 19th.
Adjourn:

Motion Franklin, second Kester to adjourn at 8:27.  Motion carried 5-0.
