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March 4, 2015
Regular Meeting

CALL TO ORDER: 7:00 p.m.

ROLL CALL:
Members present: Bonander, Kester, Franklin, Steffen, and Spartz
Members absent:  none
Staff present: Administrator Griffith
Others present: Randy Atterbury

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE:
Members and staff recited the Pledge of Allegiance

ADDITIONS AND/OR CORRECTION TO THE AGENDA:
Motion Bonander, second Franklin to approve the agenda. Motion carried 5-0. 

SPECIAL ITEMS OF BUSINESS: none

PETITIONS OR COMPLAINTS BY RESIDENTS AND/OR COUNCIL MEMBERS: 

APPROVAL OF MEETING MINUTES: 
Motion Bonander, second Spartz to approve minutes from February 18 and the special meeting minutes of February 26. Motion carried 5-0.

PUBLIC HEARING: Business Subsidy Policy   

Motion Franklin, second Kester to open Public Hearing at 7:05 pm.

Staff presented a summary of why the City needs a Subsidy Policy and what are the terms in a subsidy policy.

CONSENT AGENDA:
Spartz asked for separate consideration of Item 9C – donation to Family Pathways.

Motion Spartz, second Bonander to approve the consent agenda: Appoint Tesla Apple to the Park & Recreation Commission; Approve Administrator attendance at Healthcare & Medical Properties conference; Authorize advertising for summer mowing and summer park positions; and Approve Resolution 2015 – 15 supporting dedicated state funding for city streets. Motion carried 5-0.

There was a brief discussion about to whom the City can make donations and if monies were budgeted.

Motion Spartz, second Franklin to approve a $ 1,000 donation to Family Pathways for the local food shelf.  Motion carried 5-0.

PUBLIC HEARING: continued
There were no public comments.

Motion Franklin, second Bonander to close the Public Hearing at 7:07.  Motion carried 5-0.

FINANCIAL REPORTS: 
Motion Bonander, second Kester to approve and pay claims. Motion carried 5-0.

OLD & CONTINUING BUSINESS: 
Resolution – adopt Business Subsidy Policy
Staff pointed out the main considerations in the policy and that the City had a very basic set of requirements which can always to strengthen. 

Motion Franklin, second Kester to adopt Resolution 2015 – 14 to approve an amended Business Subsidy Policy for the City. Motion carried 5-0.

Prosecution Services
The City currently has a contract with Spear & Swanson to prosecute on behalf of the City for certain criminal and traffic offenses.  The County has proposed a contract to prosecute these offenses for the City for an annual fee. The Council had directed that Spear & Swanson be given the opportunity to respond to the County’s proposal.  The packet contained a letter from David Spear. 

Motion Franklin, second Kester to notify approve the contract with Pine County for prosecution services and to have Spear & Swanson complete open traffic cases and for the County to clarify with Spear & Swanson who should complete other types of on-going misdemeanor cases. Motion carried 5-0

Rental Housing Ordinance discussion
The City has always had a struggle in finding ways to maintain housing and neighborhood conditions.  There are separate state laws with different definitions and enforcement requirements for cars, garbage, noxious weeds, litter, nuisances, noise, animal control, hazardous buildings and building codes.
A shortfall of ordinances and codes is the ability to address exterior maintenance issues such as paint and siding conditions for example.
The City amended its Building Code to include the International Property Maintenance Code which does address some exterior maintenance issues but also provides for an enforcement mechanism by a Building Inspector.   The code covers all buildings in town - commercial, rental and single family.
The City has not yet begun enforcement as the City needs to determine what additional staff or consultants will be needed.  If the City develops a rental licensing ordinance, the personnel needs and costs will change.
Of particular concern has been the physical condition of rental properties.  State law does give municipalities more authority to regulate rental housing to enforce health, safety and building codes.
The City has a proposed Rental Housing Inspection and licensing Ordinance which if adopted would require landlords to get a license to rent properties and to have regular compliance inspections.  Council did hold a workshop where all landlords were invited.
There are issues to be discussed and resolved.  Inspections require inspectors and paperwork requires staff.  Enforcement will have a cost which is not yet determined.  The costs of the rental housing inspections will not be covered by the license fees charged.   The age and condition of the City’s housing stock raises issues of affordability and cost versus increase in value.  Can lower income tenants absorb higher rents caused by license fees and required property improvements?  Can homeowners afford to have these improvements done?  Are there incentives the City the City could offer to get properties improved and where would these funds come from?

The consensus is to direct the Administrator to set a workshop or workshops to discuss these issues with the Quality of Life Task Force, the Building Official and the City Attorney.

NEW BUSINESS:
Robinson Park contract with WSB & Associates 
The Council held a Workshop on February 23 with the Park & Recreation Commission to hear a presentation from WSB & Associates on their proposal to amend the Robinson Park Master Plan.
There had been an RFP issued and after a review of the three submissions, the WSB proposal was determined to be the best and warranted a presentation.  The Park & Recreation Commission passed a motion recommending the Council contract with WSB to amend th4e Mater Plan with the addition of one additional community meeting.

Motion Bonander, second Franklin to contract with WSB & Associates to provide professional planning services for the updating of the Robinson Park Master Plan with the addition of one community meeting in the amount of $ 21,800.  Motion carried 5-0.

People Service – upgrade request
PeopleService operates the City’s water and wastewater systems.  Some of the equipment is original and needs upgrading and expansion.  The upgrades would also allow for more monitoring and control through computer programs.
PeopleService got two quot3es and recommends the City contract with Total Control Systems even though their quote is higher.  The reasons being the Total Control proposal integrates the alarms for water and wastewater and includes a call out alarm.  Their system is expandable and compatible with current computer systems.  The Sycom proposal is only a waste water control upgrade and would require a monthly fee and their material and parts are proprietary and can only be purchased from them.  The cost would be split between the Water and Sewer Funds.

Motion Bonander, second Spartz to approve a contract with Total Control Systems for system upgrades to the water and wastewater systems as listed in their proposal.  Motion carried 5-0.


Pine County request
The City demolished the old milk drying plant as a hazardous building and assessed those costs against the property with a one year assessment.  The property went tax forfeit and is in the possession of the county.  The Department of Health is requiring the County to seal the two wells on the property so that the property can then be auctioned and hopefully placed on the tax rolls.
The City has the authority to reassess the property before auction.
The County is requesting that the City agree to not reassess the prior special assessments so there is an opportunity to sell the property.

Motion Spartz, second Franklin to notify Pine County that the City will agree not to reassess the prior special assessments against the milk drying plant property.  Motion carried 5-0. 

Water bill waiver request - Zebraskey
Katri Zebraskey sent a written request asking for a waiver of a $ 653.67 water bill at 618 Angle Avenue.  The bill resulted from a January water pipe freeze causing damage to the kitchen and basement.  She was not living at the property at the time and did not notice the problem immediately.  She cannot afford the bill and requests that the entire bill be waived.
The Council was sympathetic to the situation.

Motion Spartz, second Kester to deny the Zebraskey request for a waiver of the water bill.  Motion carried 4-1.

Central Woodland Broadband
The Central Woodlands was named one of the ten Blandin Broadband Communities.  Northern Pine County is part of the Central Woodlands.  The Blandin effort provides planning, technical and financial support to communities that can develop an effort to bring the benefits of a  broadband enabled economy to their area.
The ECRDC and Blandin would like to come to Sandstone to make a presentation and discuss holding a regional visioning session in the near future.

Motion Steffen, second Bonander to approve participating in this session and to offer to host the visioning session in Sandstone.  Motion carried 5-0.

EDA grant application
The application to the federal EDA requires the City to agree to comply with a number of assurances and certifications.  The City must agree to be bound by these certifications if funds are awarded.   There are lobbying certifications; providing access to city financial books; complying with all state and federal project reviews; assurances that we will have proper engineering oversight n the project; that the city and its representatives will avoid conflicts of interest; that we will comply with federal non-discrimination statues; that we will comply with Hatch Act and Davis Bacon and related labor standards requirements; comply with environmental and historic preservation standards; that adequate audits will be performed; and we will comply with all civil rights acts.

Motion Franklin, second Bonander to authorize the City Administrator to apply for a Federal Economic Development Administration grant for the Sandstone Business and Medical Park and further the Council authorizes the City Administrator to execute all documents and assurances as are necessary to complete the application and further the Council agrees that it will comply with the certifications and assurances in the grant application.  Motion carried 5-0.

Fire Building account
In 2009, the City used funds from the Fire Building Fund to pay off outstanding bonds.  In 2012 the City lent money to the Fire Equipment Fund to pay for a new fire truck. The City is reimbursing itself with a 3.5% interest rate.
The townships have suggested that the City pay a similar interest rate on the funds it borrowed. 

Motion Spartz, second Franklin to begin charging a 3.5% interest rate on the unpaid balance still owed the Fire Building Fund.   Motion carried 5-0.

Policy – Fire Building Repair & Improvement account
The City & townships established the Repair and Improvement Fund to create a source of funds to pay for repairs and improvements to the building.
In payable 2015 the Fire Formula has an operating expense amount of $ 1,393 for building repairs.  The townships have requested that the City consider paying for all those operating expenses from the Repair and Improvement Fund.

Motion Bonander, second Spartz to pay for building repairs and improvements for any individual expense of more than $ 250 from the Repair & Improvement Fund and other expenses would remain as an operating cost.  Further, the City will transfer funds from the Repair & Improvement Fund to the Operating Expense Account at the end of the year.

REPORTS
Motion Bonander, second Kester to accept Paid Claims and Park & Recreation minutes.
Motion carried 5-0.

WRITTEN NOTICES & COMMUNICATIONS
The Council received a letter from the NPAHD is response to the letter from Hinckley sent to all NPAHD jurisdictions.

ADMINISTRATOR’S REPORT
The Administrator reported on the status of the City’s bonding requested and stated that he would be in St Paul the next day to meet with legislators on out bills and with attorneys from the Fryberger law firm to discuss how they might help our effort.

ADJOURN:
Motion Franklin, second Kester for adjournment at 8:55 p.m. Motion approved 5-0.

_______________________________
Carl Steffen, Mayor

					_______________________________
					Sam Griffith, Clerk
