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ROBINSON PARK

CITY OF SANDSTONE

PURPOSE

To provide a framework for the management of rock climbing in Robinson Park in the City of Sandstone, so it is done in a manner that provides for the safety of all users, minimizes conflicts with other types of use and allows for the protection of the resources. The quarry at Robinson Park is listed on the National Register of Historic Places.   These guidelines are intended to acknowledge the use of certain sites within Robinson Park as permissible rock climbing areas, in so far as the park’s natural, cultural and historical resources are not being irrevocably altered.
POLICY STATEMENT

The guidelines for rock climbing in Robinson Park in the City of Sandstone are based on the recognition that 1) rock climbing is an established recreational activity in Robinson Park in the city; 2) providing areas for rock climbing in Robinson Park is consistent with the city’s mission to provide appropriate recreational opportunities; and 3) the increased popularity of rock climbing has created the need for the City and the Park and Recreation Commission to develop guidelines to manage the activity and its impact on park resources.

DEFINITIONS

Rock Climbing

Rock climbing is the generic term used for all manner of recreational climbing on rock faces. It includes such things as technical rock climbing, bouldering, scrambling and other forms of recreational climbing. Participants in the sport often use specialized equipment (i.e. ropes, anchoring devices and protective gear).

Bouldering

Practicing rock climbing techniques near the ground without ropes or technical gear other than climbing shoes.

Solo Climbing

Climbing on rock surfaces without ropes or technical gear of any kind.

Scrambling

Climbing on rock surfaces by non-climbers and without an understanding of safe rock climbing practices.

Ice Climbing

Climbing completely on ice formations using ice axes and crampons.

Mixed climbing

Climbing on routes that have partial ice using ice axes and crampons.   Where there is no ice the rock is ascended using the ice axes and crampons.

Ice Farming

The manufacturing of ice along cliff faces for the purpose of ice climbing.
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Trundling

Removal of large rocks from cliff areas by rolling them off the cliff or face.

Gardening

The cleaning of climbing routes by removing vegetation, soil and small rocks.

Hardware or Protection

Anchors (i.e. pitons, chocks, wedges and cams) placed in cracks or into the rock to provide fall protection to rock climbers.

Fixed Protection

Permanent or semi-permanent anchors placed into the rock surface either by drilling into the rock or driving he anchor into the rock.

Volunteer Trails

Unplanned and un-maintained trails established through constant use of an area by large numbers of people.

MANAGEMENT GUIDELINES

Rock climbing will be allowed on certain identified natural rock faces in Robinson Park. Some areas within this park may be restricted or closed to climbing because of concerns about the safety of other park users, potential impacts to park resources and values, impacts on the historical areas of the park or other park management concerns (See “Closures”).

Climbing areas will be determined based on recommendations from the Climbing Advisory Committee to the City Park & Recreation Commission.  The Park & Recreation Commission shall make a recommendation to the City Council who shall have final authority in determining rules and guidelines for rock climbing in Robinson Park.

Developing new areas for climbing or climbing in non-designated areas will be permitted only after management approval through an identified process. Climbers interested in developing routes outside of defined areas may request permission in writing through the Park and Recreation Commission. Requests for new routes will be reviewed to determine the appropriateness of the request and impact on all of the parks resources.

Approval or disapproval will be based on resource management, compatibility with other uses, aesthetics, access, or other similar management concerns and will not be an endorsement of the safety of the routes which may be used. Choice of routes, types and use of equipment and other issues related to the safety of climbers will always be the climber’s responsibility.  

The City Council has the final decision.

SPECIFIC GUIDELINES

Warning and liability disclaimer. 

Rock climbing is an inherently dangerous activity. All persons are strongly urged to seek competent instruction and develop appropriate skill before climbing on their own. The City of Sandstone does not certify climbers, instructors or guides, or otherwise determine their qualifications. Nor does the city or its commissions or committee rate climbing locations, route or conditions, or determine their safety.

This is a natural environment and conditions change quickly.

Note: The City of Sandstone is not liable if a climber gets hurt or killed while climbing in Robinson Park. If climbers choose to climb, they do so at their own risk! 

Information and Education

The City will work with the climbing community to develop information and education materials which foster an environmental climbing ethic. Information kiosks or bulletin boards may be developed near climbing areas to provide a communication link between climbers and park management and to provide warnings.

There is no supervision on site.

Climber Advisory Committee

The City of Sandstone will form a climbing advisory group made up of representatives of the climbing community to advise the Park and Recreation Commission on climbing issues. The City encourages climbers to participate in this advisory group to provide input to the Commission.

Closures

Some areas may be closed for climbing. Rock climbing may not be allowed where it creates a conflict with vehicular use of roads or designated use of trails (i.e. hiking). Climbing areas may also be closed based on other conflicts of use, where allowing climbing may endanger other park users, or for significant aesthetic concerns. Areas closed to all general public use are also closed to climbing.

Areas may be closed, or restrictions may be placed on climbing, to protect natural resources such as nesting birds; endangered or sensitive wildlife, plants or habitats; cultural resources; historical resources or to protect sensitive geologic features.

Closures or restrictions may be placed on climbing to prevent conflicts with adjoining land uses or with the owners of adjacent property. 

Careful attention will be taken to avoid conflicts with railroad property on the north end of the park.  These Burlington Northern Santa Fe tracks are heavily used and the railroad does enforce its no trespassing rights.

Careful attention will be taken to avoid conflicts with Banning State Park which is to the immediate north and the immediate south of Robinson Park.  Banning State Park prohibits rock climbing within its boundaries.  

Climbing on man-made structures (i.e. buildings and towers) or using man-made structures (i.e. fences or railings) for protection is prohibited. 

Areas opened/closed to climbing will be identified and will be mapped and signed at appropriate locations within the park.
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Secondary impacts of rock climbing, such as volunteer trails on cliff top and bottom areas will be addressed when necessary to minimize impacts on the park resources.   The Park and Recreation Commission strongly discourages volunteer trails on the cliff top.  Most access to the cliff top is across private property. 

Closure of a route to climbing may be used to address secondary impacts, but if other effective and practicable solutions can be cost effective, they will be considered prior to closures.

The decisions on closures is completely and solely are solely by the City.
Use of Climbing Protection

While the City of Sandstones endorses a “clean climbing” philosophy using hand placed protection, it also recognizes the fact the allowing fixed protection will provide a safer climbing environment and result in less negative impact in the future.  Bolted climbing routes will minimize the need for climbers to access the top of the cliff.  Fixed anchors also provide much safer protection in the type of sandstone at Robinson Park.

Before a route can be equipped with fixed protection, it must be reviewed by the Climber Advisory Committee and by the City.  Decisions to allow placement or replacement of fixed protection will be based on esthetic, resource protection and other park management concerns.  The purpose of the process is to ensure the climbing resource at Robinson Park is developed responsibly.

In situations where fixed protection creates a visual conflict with other park users or impact on the natural resources, the fixed anchors may require camouflaging or removal. Slings or other visually distracting hardware shall not be left in place on fixed anchors for extended periods of time.  Where existing fixed protection is found by climbers to be unsound, it may be removed, if possible. Replacement may be allowed upon review by park management and members of the Climbing Advisory Committee.

If a person wishes to establish a climbing route, he/she will first fill out an application.  The application will include information such as the route location and estimated number of anchors that will be added.  The approval process will be done as expediently as possible.  

All approved fixed anchors must be commercially manufactured for climbing fall protection and must be installed according to manufacturer’s specifications.  Only stainless steel anchors will be allowed.  Also, because of the nature of the sandstone at Robinson Park, glue in stainless steel anchors will be the preferred choice.  In some rare occasions stainless steel mechanical bolts will be allowed.  All approved permanent anchors will be documented in park files. Any fixed anchors placed without Commission permission are a violation to park rules.

Anchors are not installed, inspected or monitored by the City or its commissions or committees.

Note: The decision to climb a route whether fixed anchors have been placed or not allowed and the decision to utilize any existing fixed anchor are based on climber judgment. The City is not responsible for costs, condition, or for appropriate and safe placement of new fixed anchors or for the maintenance and condition of existing fixed protection, and the use thereof is not endorsed by the City.
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Ice Farming

Ice farming as defined will not be allowed in Robinson Park.

The City may supplement existing hydrological systems including surface and ground water flows that lead to historical, natural ice formations.  Any such supplementing would be for the purpose of developing natural ice formations which ensure that there is a diverse and abundant array of ice formations that provide climbers with an array of difficulties and challenges.

This is a natural environment and conditions change quickly.  Neither the City nor its commissions or committees will monitor or inspect the ice conditions in the park.

The City of Sandstone and the Climbers Advisory Board will determine the most effective and cost-efficient means of supplementing existing systems.

Climber safety and emergency procedures. 

Rock and ice climbing are recognized to be a form of “risk recreation” with potential hazards to those involved in it. The City strongly advocates that the safest possible climbing practices be used for all climbing in the park, but can assume no responsibility for climbers’ safety. Climbers are solely responsible for their safety while climbing, and for the safety of others who may be affected by their actions.

Rock quarries and other rock areas which have been altered and affected by human activity shall be signed at primary access points. The signing is intended to alert climbers of the former activity at the site, so they are better able to make their decisions on climbing in the area.

Climber equipment and activities must not interfere with the safety of, or use of the park, by others.

There is no supervision on site.

The City of Sandstone shall not accept responsibility for providing rescue services to climbers. The Climbing Advisory Committee will work with local rescue squads to be knowledgeable about available emergency rescue services related to rock climbing incidents. 

Cell phones may not work near the climbing walls or in the park.  Make yourself aware of the location of the nearest pay phone, emergency facilities and emergency phone numbers.

Unattended Equipment

The use of unattended equipment to reserve climbing routes is prohibited. If such use creates conflicts for other park users, and park management is unable to resolve the problem through other means, the equipment may be removed in order to allow others to use the climbing route or adjacent facilities.

Alteration of the Natural Environment

Activities which alter the natural environment (i.e. chipping or gluing of natural or artificial holds, “trundling” of rock or “gardening”) are prohibited.

Robinson Park is listed on the National Register of Historic Places.

In some circumstances, climbing activities may cause temporary visual impacts offensive to other park users. Initial efforts to limit the visual impacts (i.e. chalk) will be through climber education. Other management actions may be taken if climber education efforts are unsuccessful.

Support Facilities

The need for support facilities (i.e. parking areas, toilets, trash cans etc.) for climbing areas will be determined by the Park & Recreation Commission.  Additional support facilities from those already existent must be part of an overall master plan for Robinson Park development.

Policy Changes

Normal policy review will be done annually by the Parks & Recreation Commission with input from the Climbers’ Advisory Committee and other resource specialists as requested by the Commission.  Policy revisions will be incorporated into a draft proposal and be made available or sent to climbers through the Climbers Advisory Committee for comment and review prior to implementation.

Timeline:
All comments shall be submitted in writing to:



City of Sandstone



Park & Recreation Commission



P O Box 641



Sandstone MN 55072

Comments must be received in early November of each year for consideration. Policy revisions, if necessary, will be incorporated into a draft proposal and sent out for review in February. A final policy will be implemented by early April of each year.

In the event park management identifies a need to implement a policy change outside of the above timeline, the timeline may be waived. Park management will work with the climbing advisory committee and seek appropriate input when time permits.

Any alterations in policy or in rock climbing management plans will be posted at the climbing information sites or provided in written materials provided to climbers as far in advance as possible.

The City Council is the final arbiter of park rules and management.

Additions of New Climbing Areas in Parks

New climbing areas in parks may be permitted upon addition to this policy. Submittals shall be incorporated based on assessment of the aforementioned issues and only after completion of a rock climbing management plan for the unit

Approved by City Council: 
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