
SANDSTONE CITY COUNCIL
REGULAR MEETING
OCTOBER 3, 2012

CALL TO ORDER:  7:00 P.M.

ROLL CALL
Members present:  Tauer, Kester, Stadin, Bonander, Atterbury
Members absent:  None
Staff present:  Administrator Griffith, Recording Secretary Orr
Others present:  Tim Franklin, Deputy Heiller

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE
Staff and members recited the Pledge of Allegiance.

ADDITIONS OR CORRECTIONS TO THE AGENDA
Add 9A: Approve sale of lot and receipt of perpetual care payment, Steve and Kathy Watrin; Add 12B:  Decorative Lights and Delete 12A:  On-line utility payment authorization

Motion Bonander, second Kester to approve agenda with above changes.  Motion carried 5-0.

SPECIAL ITEMS OF BUSINESS
Deputy Heiller gave sheriff’s report.  There were 135 calls this month.  He mentioned that two calls were very disturbing to him.  The first call was for 3 headstones vandalized at the cemetery.  There was writing on them.  Staff informed him that the City is looking into cleaning the headstones.   The second call was for an intentional fire set behind the warming house on Saturday night.  He answered the call around 2:00 a.m.  He and Dep. Anderson put the fire out.  He said it was a log burning.  Too close for comfort to the warming house.  The Administrators from Hinckley, Pine City and Sandstone have been discussing the issues of curfew ordinances.  It was stated that the change of weather should solve a lot of the problems connected with curfew violations.

PETITIONS OR COMPLAINTS BY RESIDENTS AND/OR COUNCIL MEMBERS
Kathy Tauer reminded council that the Veteran’s Dinner will be on Nov. 11, 2012 from 1-5 p.m. at the Golf Course.  There will be a Chamber meeting at noon on Wednesday at the Golf Course.
Bonander stated that he invited Dan McGinty from Essentia to the October 17, 2012 EDA meeting to discuss hospital planning.  
Tim Franklin inquired about a response from BNSF regarding crossing improvements.  Staff informed him that Trackmaster had been contacted and we are waiting a reply.

APPROVAL OF MEETING MINUTES:  SEPTEMBER 19, 2012
Motion Bonander, second Tauer to approve meeting minutes of September 19, 2012.  Motion carried 5-0.

PUBLIC HEARING
Motion Bonander, second Stadin to open Public Hearing at 7:15 p.m. Motion carried 5-0.

The City has a bill for extraction by the Fire Department.  The service was provided to a person living outside the City who has not paid.  As they own property in Minnesota, under Statute the City may assess.

Motion Bonander, second Kester to close Public Hearing at 7:18 p.m. Motion carried 5-0.

Motion Bonander, second Stadin to certify said assessments to Auditor.  Motion carried 5-0.

CONSENT AGENDA
Motion Bonander, second Tauer to approve consent agenda as follows:  
Approve sale of lot and receipt of perpetual care payment 8 feet south of Lot 7, Section J, Original Cemetery in area between Section J, Original and Section B, 2nd Addition, Steve & Kathy Watrin
Motion carried 5-0.

FINANCIAL REPORTS
Motion Bonander, second Tauer to accept and pay the claims.  Motion carried 5-0.

OLD & CONTINUING BUSINESS 
Administrator’s Review
Motion Bonander, second Atterbury to extend Administrator’s contract for one year.  Motion carried 5-0.

Administrator requested a 3% increase in salary for 2013.  

Motion Bonander, second Stadin to increase salary for Administrator for 2013 to 3%.  Motion failed  3-2. 

Administrator was asked if he would remain on at a 2% increase in salary for 2013. Administrator agreed,

Motion Atterbury, second Kester to increase Administrator’s salary 2% for 2013.  Motion carried 4-1.

NEW BUSINESS
Decorative Lights
Council member Bonander has recommended that the City place lights in the trees in Train Park.  He has a proposal for LED lights that have a ten year warranty.  They would be placed in the crab apple trees.  In the future, before lights could be placed in the large pine trees, the existing lights need to be removed..  The 5 crabapple trees would cost about $3,000 for the lights.  
There will be an additional cost to install lights.  The Mayor inquired if there should be quotes received on installation of lights.  It was felt that City staff could rent a bucket and install them. 

Motion Atterbury, second Bonander to purchase and install lights for 5 trees to be done by snow fall not to exceed the amount of $5,000.00.  Motion carried 5-0.

REPORTS
Motion Tauer, second Atterbury to approve paid claims and PeopleService operations reports. Motion carried 5-0.

WRITTEN NOTICES AND COMMUNICATIONS

Impact of vote ID information was received.

ADMINISTRATOR’S REPORT
Library Space meeting to “vision” a new library space will be October 9, 2012.  Please RSVP by Oct. 4, 2012.  Next Thriving Community meeting will be October 29, 2012.  This will be a public meeting.  It will focus on prioritizing the ideas by the task forces.  
Administrator will be attending the Greater MN Parks & Trails annual meeting is October 11 in Little Falls. The Heritage Initiative Regional Gathering is November 15-Hinckley (RSVP needed)
A status report was given on the land donation made to the City.  There are probate issues due to the owner not being a state resident and therefore the cost involved means the land will not be donated.
Invasive Species clean out day at Robinson report was given. There were 27 volunteers there for the clean out day. Price Quote submitted to HGAC on September 24, 2012. Ehlers Market update was given.
Received FEMA check subject to report.
409 Park-two letters sent –city requested permission to board up entrances. City is trying to contact the bank in CA that owns the property.  The City cannot go in until after notice is given.

ADJOURN 
Motion Stadin, second Kester to adjourn meeting at 7:52 p.m. Motion carried 5-0.
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