PARK AND RECREATION COMMISSION

MINUTES

April 14, 2005

Members present: D Barsness, J Crowe, K Colsrud, D Dybvig, C Petry 

Staff:  Sam Griffith 

Others:  Dan Bonin, Nic Beltrante, and Tony Vavricka

Secretary Barsness called the meeting to order at 7:40 p.m.

Review priorities and plan for improvements and developments in City parks

Staff informed the Commission that the City Council approved their proposal for work in the City parks.  They will give further consideration of the drainage study on the road and will consider adding a paid warming house position for Lions Hill during budget discussions.  They did approve logging on the KREEC site and staff will be taking a contract to them at their April 20 meeting.  Staff will propose that Commission be given authority to negotiate specific logging details in the contract.  Furthermore, the Council did approve adding the lawn work at Train Park to the Public Works job list.  They also directed Public Works staff to remove trees and brush from the Wagon Trail Bridge abutment and to install some barriers to prevent vehicles from parking on the abutment.   

Staff then posed the question to the Commission – what should be done first and who is going to coordinate the activities?

Robinson Park

Nic Beltratne and Tony Vavricka represent ice climbers who want to help in Robinson Park.  They explained what a great resource Robinson Park is and that they would like to be able to use the park officially for ice climbing.  They offered to bring groups up to help clean up the park, cut brush and remove trees.   Because one of the issues with ice climbing is safety they offered to have the rescue equipment donated and to train people and develop a training program for vertical rescue.  They would also like the ability to camp in the Park in the winter as well.

They will organize with Dave Barsness a clean up day for Saturday, May 21 in the Park.  They will help with clean up and would like to camp overnight thus helping find and develop where good camping sites would be located.   Commission would cook brats and provide some beverages.

Dan Bonin also represents some climbers and kayakers.  He explained the kayakers would prefer camping in Robinson as easier access to river than from the campgrounds in Banning.  An added attraction would be to see if at the old dam site if some boulders could be moved around to create a standing wave which would have kayakers waiting in line to use.  He will also report back to a group and request volunteers fro the May 21 clean up.

Motion by Petry, second by Dybvig to approve minutes.  Approved 5-0.

Staff went around the Commission and asked them which activities they would take on.  They would plan and develop budgets, etc for presentation at the next meeting.

Train Park

Char Petry will price out improvements to the kiosk.   

Robinson Park

Barsness and Griffith will work out what improvements should be made to the bathrooms to make them useable.  Barsness will coordinate park clean up and removal of brush and trees as before.

Johnson Park

Colsrud volunteered to develop costs for the swings including repainted and any other repairs.   With the removal of trees for the War Memorial and the need to do some replacement the Commission felt that rather than a 1 to 1 replacement that placing two larger shade trees in Johnson Park would be preferred. 

A picnic table or two should be built for the Park.  Dybvig reminded the Commission that Trivent has a program called Care in Communities which might provide funds for picnic table materials if volunteers are available to do the construction. 

Rec Area

Griffith will work with Dewey on the development of the softball field.

Petry will work on the planning and costs for sand volleyball.  She will follow up with any interest in developing tennis courts on the site as well.

Lions Hill

The priority at Lions Hill was painting and staining on the Chalet.  The Lions and Quarry Lions will be contacted to see if they will take this on as a project.

KREEC

Griffith will contact the 4-H and Petry will contact the Girl Scouts.  The first work would be to paint the building to prevent further deterioration.    These groups will also be encouraged to take on some of the other needs such as accessibility and building an accessible outhouse with the funds to be received from logging.  These volunteers can also assist the Commission in developing a long-range plan for reuse of the KREEC property.

Forester Dave Eggen will be invited to the May meeting to discuss the logging contract.

Hockey Rink 

Crowe will develop flyers to send out to assist with the formation of a parents association.  

Petry agreed to work on planning and budgeting for horseshoe pits at the site.

Small child play area

Dybvig and Colsrud will work on planning and developing costs for a small child play area probably for Johnson Park.  There will be some exploration of a primitive play area as well with no location designated at this time.

Next meeting is May 12.

Adjournment

Motion by Colsrud to adjourn, second by Dybvig.  Approved 5-0.  Meeting adjourned at 9:23 p.m.

Minutes by Sam Griffith

