PARK AND RECREATION COMMISSION

MINUTES

December 9, 2004

Members present: J Crowe, K Colsrud, M E Dewey; D Dybvig, C Petry 

Staff:  Sam Griffith 

Chair Dewey called the meeting to order at 7:45 p.m.

Motion by Colsrud, second by Dybvig to approve agenda.  Approved 5-0.

Motion by Dybvig, second by Colsrud to approve minutes.  Approved 5-0.

Old & Continuing Business

Uses, improvements and future development of City parks

Robinson Park

The Commission reviewed previous discussions about Robinson Park.  One critical issue is whether or not to allow camping, specifically primitive camping and if so, under what conditions and can it financially support itself.  There are also other improvements needed in the Park to make it more user friendly.  In addition, staff is having the city engineer look at road drainage and the loose block on the old wagon road bridge.

The recommendation is that the city widen the trails; clean it up and improve the bathroom.  Allowing primitive camping and ice climbing only after initial improvements and clean up done.

KREEC

The Commission reviewed previous plans for the KREEC site.  The report from by the City Building Inspector about how the building could be used, how to accomplish making the building accessible and how to provide bathroom facilities (accessible outhouse) was very positive and will allow for more and varied use of the site.

They also reviewed the perennial question of how to pay for all of this and the proposed sources of funds which would be the selective cutting of the mature poplar trees on the west portion of the site and the lease of a portion of the site for the community eco farm.   These activities would provide funds that could only be used on the KREEC site while expanding the environmental education activities which could  take place at the site.

Rec Area

The property has been disced again and is awaiting the rock windrow.  Nothing further can happen until the rocks are removed in the spring.  The City still needs to get the backstop moved and reinstalled.  There are some funds from the Softball Association ($3,200) for black dirt and sand.   

The second activity on the site would be a play area using local materials to create a “low tech” play area for climbing, digging, etc.  Some equipment could be added such as a slide and a couple of swings.  .

The Commission will have to redesign the future phases for the area based on completion of the softball field and the play area and whether or not there will have to be on site parking.  Staff will contact Gene Lourey about allowing public parking on his property again once more detailed plans are developed.    The planning can take place while the field is being developed.

Skate Park

The pad for a skate park has been laid.  What is needed is a Parents Association to do fund raising and to help design the park. The City will not expend any additional funds until then.

The Commission discussed other uses for the site.  Previous suggestions had been for a picnic shelter and some playground equipment.  This is one possible site for relocating some playground areas if the school playground area is sold.  The question of how to separate uses (skate park and playground) to avoid conflicts was discussed.

Staff made Commission aware of a new donation to be received for renovation of the old warming house.  Although the City will accept the donation, the Commission wants staff to explain to the City that use of the building for a teen center and the creation of a public bathroom needs careful consideration before proceeding and that the Park & Rec Commission is not making a recommendation one way or the other on the reuse of the building.  With the limited funds parks & recreation activities already have the taking on of such an ongoing program, investment and use needs careful planning and consideration of other park spending priorities. 

Playground

Members were brought up to date on status of the discussion between the City and the School District.    Not all Commission members are in favor of selling the lots and using the proceeds to develop playground areas elsewhere if the lots are transferred to the City.  They point out that it is always difficult to give up land that has been used for recreation activities for so long but other members pointed out that the ability to raise funds to build a new playground on the site would have tough time competing with other park and community activities and state the several of the neighbors would prefer houses to a continued playground area.

The Commission leans towards selling the lots and developing playground area elsewhere but will wait to see what the City and School District work out before doing additional planning.  

Other

Commission requested that staff prepare a spreadsheet that lists the parks and what the proposed improvements are so that timelines and budgets can be established.

The next meeting will be Thursday, January 13 at 7:30 if staff can complete the spreadsheet of park development ideas.

Adjournment

Motion by Dybvig to adjourn, second by Petry.  Approved 5-0.  Meeting adjourned at 9:06 p.m.

Minutes by Sam Griffith

