SANDSTONE CITY COUNCIL

REGULAR MEETING

March 18, 2009

CALL TO ORDER

Mayor Atterbury called the meeting to order at 7:17 p.m.

ROLL CALL

Members present:
Edmond, Kester, Atterbury, Stadin, Andrews

Members absent:
none

Staff present:
Administrator Griffith, Recording Secretary Hormillosa, Aaron Johnson, CATV

Others present:
Erika Hormillosa, Gene LaLonde, Tim Franklin, Jody Johnson, John Kern, Jeff Tyson, Katie Kleese. 

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE

Staff and members recited the Pledge of Allegiance.

ADDITIONS OR CORRECTIONS TO THE AGENDA

Motion Andrews, second Edmond to approve the agenda for March 18, 2009.  Motion carried 5-0.

SPECIAL ITEMS OF BUSINESS

Set special meeting-Budget & Expenditures for 2009/2010

Motion Andrews, second Edmond to set special meeting to discuss the Budget and Expenditures for 2009/2010 for April 1, 2009 at 5:30 p.m. Motion carried 5-0. 

PETITIONS OR COMPLAINTS

Andrews noted that there are several large potholes near the hospital and asked when they could begin patching streets. Griffith responded that they could use cold patch as soon as the surfaces were dryer. 

Jody Johnson mentioned that there is a pedestrian crosswalk on Highway 23 by Jan and Gary’s and suggested that signs be posted if they are missing.

APPROVAL OF MEETING MINUTES

Motion Edmond, second Kester to approve the meeting minutes for March 4, 2009. Motion carried 5-0. 

PUBLIC HEARINGS

There were none. 

CONSENT AGENDA

Motion Stadin, second Edmond to accept the consent agenda as follows: 9A- Approve Administrator attendance-Medical Properties Conference on March 31, and 9B-Approve sale and acknowledge receipt of perpetual care payment for two cemetery spaces-N ½ of Lot 56, second B, 2nd Addition - Watrin. Motion carried 5-0.

FINANCE OFFICER’S REPORT

Motion Andrews, second Stadin to approve and pay claims in the amount of $ 58,316.59 with the $211.70 reimbursement to Gene Lalonde being moved from Elections to Economic Development and subject to review of the Fire Department expense.  Motion carried 5-0. 

The Finance Officer provided the Council with the Cash Balance, Revenue & Expenditure report for February 2009.

OLD AND CONTINUING BUSINESS

Consider Ordinance 2009-01-amend Animal Control

The Council has been discussing amending the City’s Animal Control ordinance.  Jeff Tyson and Katie Kleese, Audubon Center of the Northwoods, appeared before the Council to indicate how the proposed amended ordinance would affect their program:  first, the requirement in Subdivision 2 (a) would preclude a number of the educational program they provide in that many clients request a program within a week or two of that date; second, Subdivision 2 (c) which would require notification of neighbors would be unnecessarily burdensome since most of the programs are held indoors; and finally, they are a non-profit organization and costs of a permit would need to be passed along to the client.  They suggested that an annual permit including a detailed written protocol for safety measures would meet the needs of both the City and their organization.  Additionally, they indicated that they would have no problem with the notification requirement for any program performed out of doors.  

Griffith clarified that there is currently be no fee associated with the permit.  However, the cost of mailing notifications would be the responsibility of the organization making permit application  

Edmond noted that safety for the public and an awareness by the City of activities involving non-domestic animals within the City limits were the intention of the proposed ordinance, not to limit educational opportunities.  Andrews suggested that the ordinance require that non-domestic animals be tethered, caged or leashed while on public property, out of fairness to dog-owners who must comply with such a restriction currently.  Stadin mentioned that any permit application less than 30 days from the date of the event might not give the Council time to respond to an appeal of a denial.  

Motion Andrews, second Kester to direct the City attorney to draft language amending the proposed Animal Control Ordinance that would allow for an annual permit providing that the activity is for educational purposes, that the permit includes safety protocols for each animal, that the City is notified in writing in advance of the event, and that all non-domestic animals brought into the City limits be properly restrainted (cage, tether, leash, etc).  Attorney is also to provide some guidance on the differentiation of public and private property.   Motion carried 4-1. 

Consider approval of Library landscape project

The City has completed Phase 1 of a landscaping project at City Hall and is considering moving forward with Phase 2 which would be landscaping around the Library.

Motion Edmond, second Kester to approve implementation of Phase 2 of the Library Landscape Improvement Project. Motion failed 2-3.

Andrews objected to the $500 consultation and co-ordination fee in the Dazzle Gardens project estimate.  He suggested that the local garden club be contacted to ascertain whether this project need could be met using volunteers.  Stadin noted that according to the design schematic provided by Dazzle Gardens, trumpet creepers were to be planted in asphalt along the alley side of the building.  

Motion Andrews second Atterbury to approve Phase 2 of the Library Landscaping Improvement project with the correction that the local garden club be contacted for volunteer assistance with the consultation and co-ordination of the project. Motion carried 5-0.

NEW BUSINESS

Approve survey proposal and easement acquisition -Tyson

The City is undertaking a survey for a 30 foot easement on the west boundary of the Tyson property (Dunne survey) and the Tysons have agreed to provide, for a fee, the matching 30 foot easement on the western boundary of their property.  Kroschel Land Surveyors has submitted a proposal for this survey.  

Motion Stadin, second Edmond to approve the proposal from Kroschel Land Surveyors to survey the Tyson easement. Motion carried 5-0.

Motion Andrews, second Edmond to approve an easement agreement between the City and Jeff & Alana Tyson upon completion of the survey.  Motion carried 5-0.

 Golf Course Grounds Supervisor Hire

The Personnel Committee, by a vote of 2-1, and the Golf Manager is recommending the hiring of Dean Rollie to the newly created position of Golf Course Grounds Supervisor, subject to a pre-employment physical, with a start date determined by the Golf Course Manager with an annual salary of $16,000 (no benefits).  

Edmond stated that, in light of the current economy and the probable LGA cuts, he objects to hiring for this position without a detailed business plan presented by the Golf Advisory Board.  Andrews objected to the proposed hiring due to the fact that he believes the Golf Course is overstaffed.  Atterbury expressed concerns about the selection process.

Motion Andrews, second Atterbury to delay the hiring of Dean Rollie to the position of Golf Course Grounds Supervisor.  Motion failed 1-4.

Griffith pointed out that the length of the golfing season makes the hiring of temporary workers problematic.  He noted that the Council would make the determination whether to reappoint this individual to this position next year.  He also stated that in proceeding with this hire, the Council was not obligating itself to hire for any other positions at the Course at this time.  The Supervisor is needed soon to get the Course operational for the coming season.  

Motion Andrews, second Edmond to approve the hiring of Dean Rollie for the position of Grounds Supervisor, subject to a pre-employment physical.  Motion carried 3-2.

Golf Course Clubhouse Attendant – Kitchen

Motion Stadin, second Andrews to approve the hiring of Laurie Hanford as Clubhouse Attendant - Kitchen.  Motion carried 5-0.

Golf Course grounds and attendants hires for 2009

Andrews requested a schedule of staff coverage at the Golf Course prior to the Council approving any hires.  

By consensus, the Council requested that the Personnel Committee also review those applications already qualified by the Golf Manager & Administrator to assist in determining ranking for purposes of setting interviews.   

Authorize Administrator and Golf Manager to hire fill-in/substitute positions

Staff will provide the Council with additional information regarding staffing needs and expenditures.

Motion Andrews, second Stadin to table this discussion authorizing the Manager and Administrator to make substitute hires until the Council staffing and hiring for this year.  Motion 5-0.

Approve contract-Rail site design changes

The City has preliminary site plans for a future train station.  Sandstone has been suggested as a possible site for a cleaning and maintenance facility.  The existing plans would need to be updated to include this facility.  

Edmond pointed out that the City has a lot invested in the rail project and that a visual presentation would help keep the City ahead in the process.  Andrews wondered when the plans would be needed.  Griffith responded that the Joint Powers Board will meet at the end of May, but that the Council would review the plans before any public presentation.

Motion Edmond, second Kester to approve the contract in an amount not to exceed $1,500 with Gene LaLonde dba GL Design Company to prepare an updated station site plans. Motion carried 4-1.

Approve Special Events permit and portable toilets for Kettle River and Paddle Fest

Kettle River Paddlers has applied for a special events permit and is expecting approximately 250 people.  The organization has requested that the City provide portable toilets for the event.  Stadin wondered why the toilet facilities were not adequate.  Griffith responded that there is no handicapped accessibility or enough capacity.

Motion Edmond, second Andrews to approve the special events permit for the Kettle River Paddlers, subject to submission of the insurance binder.  Motion carried 4-1.

Approve special events permits for Rapids Riders Whitewater Canoe and Kayak Club

Rapids Riders Whitewater Canoe and Kayak Club has applied for a special events permit for their course graduation activities at Robinson Park.  

Motion Edmond, second Andrews to approve the special events permit for the Rapids Riders Whitewater Canoe and Kayak Club, subject to submission of the insurance binder.  Motion carried 5-0.

Approve portable toilets for Robinson Park

The Park & Recreation Commission is requesting that the City contract with Paul’s Portables to provide two porta-potties in Robinson Park from May through September.  The City would need to construct a framework to prevent the porta-potties from tipping over.  Andrews requested that there be a sign placed instructing that City Hall be notified if the facility needs cleaning.

Motion Andrews, second Stadin to approve the contract with Paul’s Portables for bathrooms in Robinson Park for the summer months.  Motion carried 5-0.

Approve Change Order #1 and Pay Request #4 to Traut Wells

The City has a contract with Traut Wells for a test well.  Traut Wells has submitted a request for the fourth payment in the amount of $ 4,393.75.  Additionally, the City had requested a Change Order for sealing of the additional well found on the property.  S.E.H. has inspected the work and found it to be satisfactory.

Motion Stadin, second Edmond to approve the partial payment of $4,393.75 to Traut Wells which includes $750 for Change Order #1 – sealing the well found on the property.  Motion carried 5-0.

Approve Final Pay Request to Traut Wells

Traut Wells has submitted a request for final payment on the test well project.  S.E.H. has inspected the work, determined that the project has been completed and recommends payment.  

Motion Edmond, second Stadin to approve final payment to Traut Wells in the amount of $ 2,494.80.  Motion carried 5-0.

Approve Funds Transfer

The EDA is planning to redeem the 1990 Public Facilities Revenue Bonds and the City proposes to use $100,000 from Fire Department Building Reserve Fund and $60,000 from the General Fund cash balance to pay the principal.  The townships have been notified of the City’s intention and will be notified of any Council decision tonight.  Andrews requested that the $ amount of the savings be made available for newspaper publication.  

Motion Edmond, second Stadin to authorize the transfer to the EDA of $100,000 from the Fire Department Building Reserve Fund and $60,000 from the City General Fund cash balance to make the principle redemption on the 1990 Public Facilities Revenue bonds and further to authorize a transfer to the EDA from the General Fund of monies sufficient to make any interest payments remaining on the bonds and to pay the costs of the redemption.  Motion carried 5-0.

REPORTS

Motion Edmond, second Andrews to accept reports as follows: Paid Claims, Park and Recreation Minutes-March 10, and PeopleService Operations – March 3. Motion carried 5-0.

WRITTEN NOTICES AND COMMUNICATIONS

There were none.

ADMINISTRATOR’S REPORT

Administrator reminded everyone of the Robinson Park Clean-up Day on Saturday, April 25, and of the Kettle River Paddle Fest on May 1-2. He also mentioned the Appliance/Electronics drop-off at the Hinckley Transfer Station for the week of March 24-sponsored by ECSWC, and the PHASE open house on March 29 from 12-6 p.m. He also noted the LMC Legislative Day for Cities at the Capitol on April 29, the Rail Alliance Meeting on March 25 in Pine City, and the Business and Workforce Conference in Hinckley on April 29. He mentioned the ECRDC Transportation Forum that was held last Friday and had Congressman Oberstar in attendance. He also reminded the public that March is Food Shelf Month. 

ADJOURNMENT

Motion Andrews, second Edmond to adjourn at 9:10 p.m. Motion carried 5-0.
_______________________________________

Randy Atterbury, Mayor
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Sam Griffith, Clerk

