SANDSTONE CITY COUNCIL

REGULAR MEETING

October 4, 2006

CALL TO ORDER

Mayor Atterbury called the meeting to order at 7:00 p.m.

ROLL CALL

Members present:
Edmond, Johnson, Atterbury, Gafkjen, Bonander

Members absent:
none

Staff present:
Administrator Griffith, Recording Secretary Hormillosa, Stadin, CATV

Other present:
Tim Stauffer, Danielle Stauffer, Aaron Johnson, Katherine Hansberry, Jessicka Vork, Gypsy Watts, Rachael Johnson, Tim Franklin, Clarence Wattnem, Harold Berg, Ken Chambard, Andy Andrews, Deputy Gary Frehse, Sheriff Mark Mansavage, Rick Olson, Jon Maack, Heather Maack, Ron Tengwall.

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE

Staff and members present recited the Pledge of Allegiance.

ADDITIONS OR CORRECTIONS TO THE AGENDA

Motion Gafkjen, second Johnson to approve the agenda with the addition of 12C – Fire Relief Association benefits and 12D – Insurance Coverage.  Motion carried 5-0.

SPECIAL ITEMS OF BUSINESS

The Council has been considering means of curtailing speeding on certain local streets.  In response to a question of the efficacy of installing speed bumps, the Assistant City Attorney stated that speed bumps are not necessarily a good idea.

Sheriff Mark Mansavage appeared before the Council in response to a request for possible solutions to the dangerous speed of some drivers on City streets.  He suggested that with the recent road improvements, many drivers may not be aware of their excessive speed and that a speed trailer or radar sign positioned at the entrance to town may help them slow down.  Others may need a citation and he agreed that a county car could be utilized in this way for a period of time as well as the City requesting the same service from the state patrol.  He also suggested keeping a log to document speeding within the City limits.  Griffith will write an official letter requesting intensive enforcement and will look into the possibility of acquiring a radar sign.

The City has a contract with the County to provide additional policing services.  Issues regarding how effective those services are were discussed extensively, the conclusion being that police protection provided by the Sheriff’s department is the best option the City has and that an active neighborhood watch program would greatly enhance the ability of the deputies to be effective.

PRESENTATION OF AWARDS, PETITIONS OR COMPLAINTS

The Youth Council recognized the contributions Deputy Frehse has made to the community during his tenure and presented him with a plaque expressing their appreciation.

Harold Berg appeared before the Council to question decisions that have been made as well as ones still under consideration.  These included:  tax abatement for the Kettle River Townhomes, management of the Wild River Apartments, the possibility of additional office staff, the contract with the developer of the old elementary school property, and some general tax questions.  These issues were clarified and explained by various Council members.  They expressed appreciation to Mr. Berg for his interest and invited him and all residents to bring their questions regarding the City and the city levy to the next meeting.  Griffith also reminded the public of the Truth in Taxation hearing in December.

Ken Chambard provided the Council with receipts for parts and labor of the damaged mailbox he had replaced.

Atterbury complimented Bonander for his efforts in instigating the Farmer’s Market.  It provides a venue for local farmers to sell their produce, it provides an alternative shopping experience for the community and it brings in people from outside the local area.

APPROVAL OF MEETING MINUTES

Motion Johnson, second Gafkjen to approve regular meeting minutes for September 20 and special meeting minutes for September 27, 2006.  Motion carried 5-0.

PUBLIC HEARINGS

There were none.

CONSENT AGENDA

Motion Johnson, second Gafkjen to approve the consent agenda as follows: Hand checks; Approve change in Drivers License hours to 8 am to 4 pm Mon - Fri.  Motion carried 5-0.

FINANCE OFFICER’S REPORT

Claims

Motion Bonander, second Gafkjen to approve and pay claims in the amount of $166,012.40.  Motion carried 5-0.

OLD & CONTINUING BUSINESS

There was none.

NEW BUSINESS
Administrator’s review

The Administrator’s contract calls for an annual review by the Council members.  Reviews and comments should be forwarded to the Mayor by the next meeting.

Personnel policy

Staff has proposed a Light Duty Policy to address the situation when an injured or disabled employee initially reports back to work.  “Light duty” is considered on a case by case basis, is temporary in nature, and is the responsibility of the Administrator to administer.  

Motion Edmond, second Gafkjen to table this discussion until the next meeting to allow time for the Council members to consider the policy’s contents.  Motion carried 5-0.

Relief Association benefits

During the September 26th Fire and Rescue Relief Association quarterly meeting, a motion to raise the benefit from $1,500 to $1,750 was passed.  The Association is requesting that the Council approve this action as they feel it would help them recruit and retain members for a quality department.  This level falls within the state formula parameters.

Motion Gafkjen, second Bonander to approve the Fire and Rescue Relief Association’s action of raising the benefit by $250.00 per year.  Motion carried 5-0.

Insurance Coverage

The City’s insurance agent has suggested that the City consider increasing its coverage of mobile property with a value of $25,000 or less from a total valued at $279,000 to $500,000.  She suggested that the premium would see little increase.

Motion Johnson, second Bonander to increase the unscheduled mobile property coverage to $500,000 as long as the premium for that coverage does not increase more than 20% ($180).  Motion carried 5-0.

REPORTS

Motion Johnson, second Gafkjen  to accept the reports as follows:  Summary of paid claims; Library Board meeting minutes – September 19, Fire and Rescue Relief Association meeting minutes – August 28 and September 6.  Motion carried 5-0.

WRITTEN NOTICES AND COMMUNICATIONS

The City received a notice from DEED that the Redevelopment Grant for the Chris’ Food Center site has been approved.  Letters were also received from Residents Chose and Rodney Carter.  

ADMINISTRATOR’S REPORT

Griffith reminded the Council and public of the public hearing regarding utility rates to be held on October 18.  He also mentioned that the Robinson Park Community Service cleanup has been moved to November 8th and that the sewer pond upgrade is completed.

ADJOURN

Motion Gafkjen, second Johnson to adjourn at 9:17 p.m.

____________________________________

Randy Atterbury

Mayor

Attest:

_________________________________

Donna Hormillosa

Recording Secretary

