PARK AND RECREATION COMMISSION

MINUTES

August 9, 2010

Members present: Barsness, Dybvig, Franklin, White

Staff: Griffith

Chair Barsness called the meeting to order at 7:20 am

Motion White, second Dybvig to approve the agenda. Motion carried 4-0.

Motion Dybvig, second White to approve the minutes. Motion carried 4-0.

Updates

Robinson Park – Ice Farming Proposal

There are two locations – one at 8th & Park about 75 feet back from the street and 8th and Commercial. The Park location is the longest distance from the wall and the yard hydrant would be in a location that would not be easy to check.  The Commercial Ave location could be located on a street right of way and is closest to the wall but the neighbor – Frank & Judy Loken have made part of the right of way their yard and are uncomfortable with the location and the fact that people may be going back and forth to turn the hydrant off and on.  The hydrant would be visible for security viewing.

Park Benches

Staff reported that the Community Service project for the installation of the benches has been completed.   The bench at the skate park was moved to make sure there was maximum flexibility on how the land is used.

Everyone is pleased with the benches and their locations.

Invasive Species grant application - DNR

The City has not yet heard whether or not this application has been approved.

Other

Robinson Park - SWCD Cost Share program

The City had approved an analysis of Robinson Park by SWCD to determine if there were any water quality projects.  The Pine SWCD had some 2010 funds available and the City agreed that the canoe access project and the soil stabilization project at the landing should be undertaken.  The SWCD ran out of funds but did notify the City that 2011 funds are available and wanted to know if the City wanted to apply. The cost share is 75% SWCD and 25% City with the City paying engineering costs.   If all the projects were done the City cost would be $ 33,916 plus engineering.

 Motion Dybvig, second Franklin to request that the City budget these funds for 2011.  Motion approved 4-0.

Tennis Courts

Staff shared a letter received from the DNR wherein they state that as the tennis courts are no longer available to the public that under the grant agreement the City needs to provide replacement land for outdoor public recreation.

The packet also included some Council minutes from the 90’s with some of the background to the complicated story. 

Staff proposes to respond with a letter stating that the Rec Area meets the criteria for the replacement land and the plans do include new tennis courts.

Tree Board

Staff provided the Commission with a list of revenues and expenditures in the account.

Staff was asked to determine how pubic land is defined because the question arose if the Tree Board could replace some of the trees that MN Power will be removing under power lines on Lark Street.

The land is right of way and is public easement but the power line gives MN Power lots of authority on what gets planted or what can be removed.

The consensus is that the use of Tree Board funds in a right of way is okay but probably not the wisest use of this limited resource.

Members were asked to consider if there were any plantings needed in any parks.  

Adjournment

Motion White, second Dybvig to adjourn the meeting at 7:45 am.  Motion approved 4-0.

Minutes by

Sam Griffith

