SANDSTONE CITY COUNCIL

REGULAR MEETING

September 3, 2008

CALL TO ORDER

Mayor Atterbury called the meeting to order at 7:03 p.m.

ROLL CALL

Members present:
Edmond, Johnson, Atterbury, Stadin, Bonander

Members absent:
none

Staff present:
Administrator Griffith, Recording Secretary Hormillosa, Public Works Supervisor Mikrot, Johnson, CATV

Others present:
Erika Hormillosa, George Castonguay, Deputy Frehse, Gene LaLonde, Tim Franklin, Tim Faust, Thane Murphy, Jill Warner

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE

Pledge was led by the Sandstone Royalty. Staff and members recited the Pledge of Allegiance.

ADDITIONS OR CORRECTIONS TO THE AGENDA

Motion Johnson, second Stadin to approve the agenda for September 3, 2008 with the deletion of item 7-Approval of minutes for August 20, 2008.  Motion carried 5-0.

SPECIAL ITEMS OF BUSINESS

Deputy Gary Frehse gave the Council his monthly report. He mentioned that there were a total of 106 calls; several were for disturbances. He also mentioned that the new schedules for the officers was available.  
Johnson provided a Chamber update mentioning several upcoming activities such as a steak fry on September 24, and the Halloween Party at the Fire Hall. 

PETITIONS OR COMPLAINTS

Representative Tim Faust was introduced during the meeting. He stated that he was there to just “listen and learn.” 

Jill Warner reported on Sandstone Quarry Days. She mentioned that it was the best turnout in the past five years, that the bingo stand had made a profit, and that the Sheriff’s Department appreciated the roads being blocked off for the parade. 

Tim Franklin asked for clarification on a point from the 5:30 workshop. He asked if indeed the LGA had increased. Sam responded that Local Government Aid was increased $164,000 from last year. 

Council recessed at 7:12 pm for the EDA meeting. 

Council was back in session at 7:19 pm.

SPECIAL ITEMS OF BUSINESS (CONT.)

2009 Budget and Levy

Council had previously discussed the City and EDA 2009 budgets and levy at a workshop just prior to the council meeting.

Motion Johnson, second Edmund to adopt Resolution 2008-17, Resolution adopting preliminary 2009 budget. Motion carried 5-0.

Motion Stadin, second Johnson to adopt Resolution 2008-18, Resolution adopting preliminary tax levy for taxes payable 2009. Motion carried 5-0.

PUBLIC HEARINGS

There were none.

CONSENT AGENDA

Motion Bonander, second Edmund to accept the consent agenda as follows: 9A- Approve Resolution 2008-16 Amend Fee Schedule - Change Peddlers License fee- Reduce from $500 to $25 for annual fee, 9B-Approve extending lease of land east of Art and History Center to Arlen Krantz Ford. Motion carried 5-0.

FINANCE OFFICER’S REPORT

Motion Bonander, second Edmund to approve and pay claims in the amount of $72,180.45.  Motion carried 5-0.

OLD AND CONTINUING BUSINESS

City Public Works facility
The Council has been discussing a new Public Works building which would suit the needs of Public Works. Council reviewed the space needs study draft #2. 

Edmond inquired regarding the type of construction. Griffith responded that it would be sheet metal construction. Johnson asked the Public Works Supervisor Mikrot if draft #2 allowed space for vehicle maintenance. Mikrot responded that the facility would. 

Motion Bonander, second Stadin to accept Public Works Facility space needs study-draft #2, and to table further discussion until next year. Motion carried 5-0

NEW BUSINESS

Rail Station project
The City has a vested interest in seeing a passenger rail line developed in our area. Council member Bonander has been representing the City at the Rail Alliance meetings, but has no voting privileges. The cities of Cambridge, Hinckley and Sandstone, as well as the Mille Lacs Band, have all expressed a willingness to contribute financially to the project but would like to be recognized as a subcommittee. Additionally it is in the City’s best interest to keep the public informed of progress on the project as they will be the ones paying for it. 

Motion Johnson, second Edmund to authorize Staff to develop and organize a Public Meeting(s) for the area on passenger rail and the possible establishment of rail stations in our area. Motion carried 5-0

Administrator’s Review

Administrator Griffith’s contract calls for an annual review by the City Council due in September. Evaluation forms were distributed to the Council members to be returned to the Mayor prior to the next meeting. No action taken.

Library Landscaping
The Library Landscaping Project is ready to begin, funded jointly by the City and Friends of the Library. Phase 2 may include an FCI work crew. 

Motion Bonander, second Johnson to approve Phase 2 of the Library Landscaping Project as presented. Motion carried 5-0

REPORTS

Motion Johnson, second Edmund to accept reports as follows: Summary of paid claims, Golf operations report-August 25. Motion carried 5-0  

WRITTEN NOTICES AND COMMUNICATIONS

There were none

ADMINISTRATOR’S REPORT

Griffith reminded the Council and the public of the Primary Election on September 9 and the deadline on that same date of filing for city positions. He also informed them that the Golf Advisory Commission is setting a meeting to discuss budget and future plans, that the Park & Recreation Commission members are being contacted regarding their interest in continued service, and that the City is in compliance with the State’s pay equity scale.  Griffith mentioned the following upcoming workshops/trainings:  Catch a Train to a Livable Community – Sept 25, Minnesota Development Conference – September 24 & 25, LMC Regional Meeting in Mora – October 22, and Connected Communities (broadband development) – December 3 & 4.  

He provided the following updates:  Ashley Street streetlight – ongoing issue with permit, Test well – drilled and waiting for report, Spruce Road – completed, may need Class V, Infratech – manhole work in the near future, Fire Department Personnel Policy work – in progress, Maintenance Code – to be mailed to all commercial property owners, Free Church – preliminary plat soon and a special meeting of the Planning Commission with a public hearing on the plan.  Finally, he announced that the County has a contract with Arrowhead Transit for bus service in the area.

ADJOURNMENT

Motion Johnson, second Edmund to adjourn at 9:53 p.m. Motion carried 5-0
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Sam Griffith, Clerk

